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Ronnal Clinton Inducted into the 2025 Puxico Hall of Fame

The 2025 Puxico Hall of Fame Induction was held on Friday, January 24th with a full
gym in attendance of a cancelled game.  The game between the Bernie Mules and Puxico
Indians had to be cancelled due to illness in the Bernie School District.  However Puxico
always has a plan and scrimmage was held between the Black Shirts and the Orange
Shirts to give the audience an opportunity to see the boys shine.  It

It was also Homecoming Night.  It was the perfect night because Puxico won!!  

Cindy Crabb, Superintendant welcomed everyone to the 6th Annual Puxico Hall of Fame
Banquet.  She introduced the board members, Chad Payne, Steve Crisel, Randy Stephens,
Michael Club, April 
Burchard, Joe Hodges, and Brad Watkins.

“We greatly appreciate their support like these to celebrate past and present success in our
district,” stated Crabb. “We want to take a moment thank each of them for their service to
our school community, the students and the staff.

Next Mrs. Crabb introduced some members of the district’s leadership team.  Each stood
to be recognized: Tracy Robison, special education director and Puxico Alumni, Erin
Armstrong, instructional coach, Jessica Thurston, elementary principal, Todd Jenkins,
junior high principal, Jordan Ellsworth, high school principal, and Bryant Fernetti, athletic
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director and boys head basketball coach.

“Thank you for coming, and please reach out to a member of the leadership team, our
board members and it is an honor to welcome you back to the Puxico R-8 School,”
commented Crabb.

The Puxico Hall of Fame Selection Committee is made up of seven people.  They are the
superintendent, high school principal, athletic director, a representative of the Puxico
Athletic Booster Club, two representatives from the Puxico School Board and a
community member.

There are three areas in which nominations can be made.  They are Athletics, Academics,
and Meritorious Service.  Additional information can be found on the Puxico School’s
Website if you have someone that you would like to nominate for future consideration.

“This year, as in years past, special consideration was given to each nomination, and we
look forward to this tradition of inducing worthy members for many years to come,”
commented Bryant Fernetti, athletic director.  “Having that said, it si my honor to
recognize this year’s inductees for his athletic and meritorious contributions, Mr. Ronnal
Clinton.

Here are just some of his accomplishments:

Jr. High head boys basketball coach 1986-1995
During that time he earned seven 1st Place SCAA Jr. High Tournament Championships
and four 2nd Place finishes.

High School Boys Basketball Asst. Coach 1985-1995
Helped lead the 1989-90 team to numerous accomplishments.

Jr. High Girls Basketball Head Coach 1992-1999

High School Girls Basketball Head Coach 1994-1999

High School Boys Baseball Head Coach 1986-1992

High School Boys Baseball Asst. Coach 1993-1992

Jr. High and High School Boys Basketball Coach 2018-1019



Mr. Ronnal Clinton was introduced and began his acceptance speech with, “As I
contemplated about what to say tonight for the past several days, thinking about a lifetime
of circumstances and events, the good along with bad, what keeps filling my mind was the
sovereignty of God and how He accomplishes in people’s lives!”

“So how could I stand up here tonight and not mention Him.  To do so would be to shame
Him.  Jesus said whoever is ashamed of me before men, I will be ashamed of them before
My Father in Heaven.  So that not going to happen tonight.  So if this offends anyone its
not ment too.  It’s meant to give honor to whom honor is due and that’s not me.  I have
titled my speech, “The Ultimate Trophy”

Here is a rendition of his acceptance speech:

“Last month the varsity basketball team brought home a large trophy, given because they
were the VICTORS.  That is not the ultimate trophy.  I hope they have aspirations of
something higher.  For if you never aspire to be the best, then you will never be the best. 
It is not only what you do, it is how well you do it.”

Likewise, over in the lobby of the Arnold Ryan Gym are two large state Championship
trophies, given for the same reason.  They were the VICTORS.  Remember that word, but
again that was not the ultimate trophy!”

“So what is? To answer that you have to understand life.  What its purpose?”  Well, life is
a mixture of circumstances.  A few you make yourself, many others are made for you,
some re good, some not so good.  So in this short journey called life, with all of its
circumstances, you must fin, discover, figure out, the purpose of life.”

Scripture tells us that all things work together, the past, the present and the future.  It also
tells us, “I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord.”  Well I’m now an old man
and on the last swing of life and I concluded a long time ago the true purpose of life is to
bring the Glory to God, Ron Clinton.”

So here briefly is my story that applies to tonight.  In high school circumstances kept me
from doing what I really wanted to do, as a result I placed blame. And I’ll leave it at that,
circumstances of life!”

“Well after high school, I got to take an all expense paid trip to the jungles of Vietnam.  I
didn’t understand those plans at all, at the time.  Take hindsight, as bad as it was, I did



come home.  A two year circumstance of life taught me a lot, changed me and I had a
different outlook on life.”

“After Vietnam, Carol and I dated, we married and Carol started her teaching career at
Zalma.  I promptly started college the Army made college possible for me, another
circumstance that was otherwise not possible.”

“I graduated from Southeast Missouri State 
University (SEMO) in Cape Girardeau in 1975 with a B.S. in Education, major Physical
Education.  There were no jobs available.  At the time, no school wanted to hire a P.E.
Teacher that could not coach.  So I went back into carpentry at $1.25 per hour.  I probably
built 40 homes around here.  I relied on subbing in the winter months, circumstances of
life.  Life’s education.”

“I wonder why God didn’t make us with a rearview mirror?  Or did He?  It’s called
hindsight.  If you never use your rearview mirror you will get plowed over by the
circumstances of life.”

“So here I was stuck, a college degree, no teaching job, and yet in that 10 year period God
was shaping me for something better.  He taught me dependence on Him, gave me
patience, waiting on Him, learning to trust Him, trust His timing.  Doesn’t the scripture
tell us, there is a time for everything, a time to be born and a die, a time to be happy and a
time to mourn, boy that’s a tough one, maybe even a time to teach and a time not to
teach.”

“Then one day out of the blue the basketball coach and P.E. Teacher resigned just days
before the start of the 85-86 school year.  At the time I was building a home over at the
Lake and up drove Pete Townsend, high school principal.  We also went to church 
together and I did some extended subbing for him at the high school.  So he knew I had a
college degree in physical education.”

“I got down off the roof to see what he wanted.  He said, “Ron, I need a PE teacher for the
coming year, would you be interested?”  I said, “I might, let me talk to Carol and I’ll get
back to you.”  Then Tom said, “You will do PE and I’ll do the coaching, only for 1 year
and you can help me.”

I will never forget what Carol’s advice was, “Ron, God has opened a door for you, you
better go thru it.”  What a Godly wife.  So I did.  Was it being in the right place at the
right time. Sure was, it was a circumstance of life.  Most definately!  Was it God’s plan at



the proper time? Well God knows.  But I did learn this. When God opens a door go thru
it.  So I came on board to do P.E. and assist Pete at coaching basketball for only one
year.”

“The next spring they brought a retiree on board, Doc Dunn, to coach high school
basketball, so I got to stay on to teach P.E. and assist Doc. But here is the kicker!!  They
assigned Jr. High Boys Basketball and High School Baseball to me, go figure, Coach
Payton had an undefeated team in Jr. High and it didn’t make sense, at the time, takes
hindsight.”

“Well Doc coached those boys three years and I got to assist him while coaching Jr. High
Boys Basketball and High School Baseball.  I learned a lot.”

They brought Pete Townsend back to coach in 1989.  Clinton went on to assist high
school and head coach for Junior High Boys Basketball  The Puxico 
basketball program had some great records those years and even some Bloomfield
Christmas 
Tournament records.  Then Jim Davis was hired to teach science and coach high school
basketball and baseball.  So Clinton got to assist him while coaching Jr. High boys and
girls basketball.

Clinton never asked for a coaching job, but ended up coaching 10 season of Jr. High Boys
Basketball.  Here are some accolades during his career:

7 SCAA Championships (only 2 since)

4 Second Place SCAA Tournament finishes

2 Teams won back to back championships

1 Team went 27-0 Last Undefeated Team in any sport at Puxico

10 Seasons Asst. High School Basketball Coach

6 Seasons Baseball Coach

6 Seasons Assistant Baseball Coach

Several seasons Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach



5 Seasons High School Girls Basketball Coach.  Went from zero wins for ten years to
winning 10 games in one season with 6 players 

Had the first 1,000 point career player.

Put that all together that’s a lot of practices, games, bus rides, hours, seasons overlapped,
wore a lot of different hats, over worked, so when they came and asked if Shawn Hazel
could take over Jr. High Boys Basketball, I said yes.  I moved to teaching Jr. High Social
Studies where I finished my teaching career, from just one year to 23 years, 15 years total
coaching.”

“Well I’m the least qualified to be the recipent of this honor.  Any success I had it was
becuase of others who helped me along the way.  Booster basketballkept the players
coming.  Dennis Doublin and roger Brown, 26 years of coaching, Booster Clubb, and
AAU Basketball.  They should be in the Hall of Fame.

Clinton gave credit to Pete Townsend for starting his teaching career at Puxico, Doc Dunn
taught him about the game of basketball along with the boys, and Jim Davis.

“I didn’t have an inkling of the knowledge he has of both sports.  He helped me from day
one and taught me so much.  Thank you Jim Davis!”

“Most of all, all credit goes to the Sovereign Lord Jesus, who made it all possible thru the
circumstances of life.  Put your trust in Him. He will never fail you. Remember I placed
blame long ago, well God turned that all around thru the circumstances of life, allowed
little ole me to feebly attempt to coach the game I fell in love with!”

Congratulations Mr. Clinton.  A well deserved honor!
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Bruce Campbell Named VFW Auxiliary Veteran Spotlight for January 2025

Bruce Campbell is our VFW Auxiliary Veteran Spotlight for the month of January.  He
was raised in Puxico and graduated from Puxico High School in 1966.  He then went to
Bailey Technical School in St. Louis for gas and diesel mechanics.  He volunteered to
serve in the Navy in January 1968 and served until November 1971.  He spent two tours
in Vietnam and eleven months in Alaska during his time of service.

After boot camp in Illinois, Bruce was stationed in Davisville, Rhode Island and while
there, received more schooling as a construction mechanic for the Sea Bees.  Then he had
military training for Vietnam.  His next duty station was Dong Ha, Vietnam, which was a
combat base.  While there his troop supported the Marines by building roads, huts, and
really whatever they needed built.  He came back to the states for a short period of time
for more schooling and military training.  He had the opportunity to volunteer for a Sea
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Bees team, a civic action program to help the people of Vietnam.  They built roads,
bridges, orphanages, and school buildings.  There were eleven of them,  two men for each
trade and an officer.

His next duty station was in Alaska at a communication station that monitored
communications between the United States and other countries, especially Russia, which
could be seen from the island he was at on a clear day.  Bruce was required to have a Top
Secret clearance to even be on the base.  The Sea Bees maintained the roads which took
snowplows, road graders, front-in loaders, trucks, and buses that transported the
communication techs to and from their barracks to their work stations.  

He received the following medals during his time serving in the Navy: National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, Combat
Action Ribbon, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Meritorious Unit Citation with
Gallantry Cross, Sharp Shooter and he left the service as a second class petty officer as a
construction mechanic.

Upon returning to Puxico, Bruce went to work at Puxico Implement, the local John Deere
dealership.  Two years later, he went to work at Busby Implement in Poplar Bluff, the
John Deere dealership there.  He was married to Barb Griffin on June 8, 1974 and they
have been married for 50 years.  Bruce and Barb have two children, Ben Campbell and
wife Jenny, and daughter, Brittany, who is married to Matt Fox.

After 28 years of being employed by Busby Implement, Bruce opened his own business
southeast of Puxico known as Bruce Campbell’s John Deere Farm Equipment Repair. 
Eighteen years later, he was forced to retire due to health reasons.  Bruce maintains his
own farm and also has row crops and cattle.

Bruce is a lifetime member of VFW Post 7822.  He is also a member and Deacon of Duck
Creek Baptist Church in rural Puxico.  He is also a proud member of the Mingo Tractor
Club.
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MDC names Andrew Mothershead as Protection Lieutenant in Southeast Region

He will oversee Conservation Agents in Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Madison, Scott, and Wayne counties.

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) has named Andrew Mothershead, MDC Conservation Agent,

as Protection Lieutenant within the Southeast Region.

Mothershead – promoted from the rank of Corporal to Lieutenant – will oversee conservation agents in

Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Madison, Scott, and Wayne counties. He has most recently served as the Scott

County agent.

“I have enjoyed the last 13 years serving as conservation agent in several counties throughout the state of

Missouri,” said Mothershead. “However, I am grateful to have the opportunity to work with and lead conservation

agents in a more supportive role.”

Mothershead graduated with a B.S. in Fisheries and Wildlife Science from the University of Missouri-Columbia

in 2008. He started his career with MDC in 2008, working in temporary and seasonal roles before accepting a

position as an Outdoor Skills Assistant with the Outreach and Education Division in Cape Girardeau in 2009.

In 2011, Mothershead was accepted into the Conservation Agent Training Academy and was assigned to Saline

County in Central Region upon graduation. In 2012, he received the Central Region Hunter Education Officer of

the year and Missouri Waterfowl Officer of the Year award in 2014.  
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He transferred to Mississippi County in 2015 and received Southeast Region’s Conservation Agent of Year

award in 2017. In 2019, he transferred to Scott County, fulfilling a lifelong dream to serve as the conservation

agent in the county that he grew up in. 

Mothershead and his wife of 12 years, Julianne, have one daughter: Scarlett, and two sons: Reid and Mason. 

Mothershead can be contacted at 573-290-5730, or by email at Andrew.Mothershead@mdc.mo.gov.
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Team SEMO Recognized for Safe Work

SEMO Electric Cooperative has been recognized as one of 30 Missouri electric
cooperatives for its outstanding commitment to safety.  the cooperative's employees -
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Team SEMO - have collectively worked more than 119,096 hours without a lost-time
accident.

"We are incredibly proud of the steps these cooperatives have taken to ensure every
employee returns home safely to their families at the end of each day." said Johnie
Hendrix, Vice President of Risk Management and Training for the Association of
Missouri Electric Cooperatives (AMEC).  While we provide extensive safety training, it is
ultimately the employees who have built and sustained this strong culture of safety."

"Our team's dedication to safety is at the core of everything we do," said Sean Vanslyke,
General Manager and CEO of SEMO Electric Cooperative.  "This achievement is a
reflection of their hard work and commitment to watching gout for each other.   Our goal
is to make sure everyone returns home safely at the end of each day."

This recognition was awarded at the 2024 Annual Meeting of AMEC, the statewide
service organization for Missouri's electric cooperatives, based in Jefferson City.

Johnie Hendrix, Vice President of Risk Management and Training for he Association of
Missouri Electric Cooperatives (AMEC), presents the NO-LOST TIME Accident Safety
Award to SEMO Electric Cooperative.  Representing SEMO Electric are (left to right):
Director Myron Hawes, Director Tim Cope, CEO Sean Vanslyke, Director Dennis
Fowler, Director John Bledsoe, Director Keith Haynes, Director Carla Moore, director
Carl Eftink, Director Dicky Honor, Director Field LaPlant, Director Von Priggel.
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Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield and Mercy Announce New Contract

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield and Mercy Announce New
Contract

Mercy and Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield in Missouri (Anthem) have reached a new multi-year agreement
providing Anthem members with continued access to affordable, high-quality care at all Mercy hospitals, outpatient

care centers and physician offices across Missouri.

With the new contract, Anthem members covered by Anthem employer-based, Medicare Advantage and Affordable
Care Act Marketplace health plans in Missouri will have uninterrupted in-network access to Mercy doctors and care

sites.

Missouri Care, Inc - doing business as Healthy Blue - has reached an agreement for the Healthy Blue Medicaid plans

as well. Healthy Blue members will have continued uninterrupted in-network access to Mercy doctors and care sites.

About Mercy

Mercy, one of the 20 largest U.S. health systems and named the top large system in the U.S. for excellent patient experience by NRC Health,
serves millions annually with nationally recognized care and one of the nation’s largest and highest performing Accountable Care
Organizations in quality and cost. Mercy is a highly integrated, multi-state health care system including 50 acute care and specialty (heart,
children’s, orthopedic and rehab) hospitals, convenient and urgent care locations, imaging centers and pharmacies. Mercy has over 1,000
physician practice locations and outpatient facilities, more than 5,000 physicians and advanced practitioners and more than 50,000 co-workers
serving patients and families across Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. Mercy also has clinics, outpatient services and outreach
ministries in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. In fiscal year 2023 alone, Mercy provided more than half a billion dollars of free care

and other community benefits, including traditional charity care and unreimbursed Medicaid.
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About Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield

In Missouri (excluding 30 counties in the Kansas City area) Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name for RightCHOICE®
Managed Care, Inc. (RIT), Healthy Alliance® Life Insurance Company (HALIC), and HMO Missouri, Inc. RIT and certain affiliates administer
non-HMO benefits underwritten by HALIC and HMO benefits underwritten by HMO Missouri, Inc. RIT and certain affiliates only provide
administrative services for self-funded plans and do not underwrite benefits. Independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Association, ®ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols

are registered marks of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

About Healthy Blue

Healthy Blue is a Medicaid product offered by Missouri Care, Inc., a MO HealthNet Managed Care health plan contracting with the Missouri
Department of Social Services. Healthy Blue is administered by Missouri Care, Inc. in cooperation with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas
City. Missouri Care, Inc. and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City are both independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Association.
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