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Bearcats Dominate Park Hills 35-12
OCTOBER 18TH 2024 BY DEE LOFLIN

Bearcats Dominate Park Hills 35-12

The Dexter Bearcats claimed a decisive victory against the Park Hills Central
Rebels with a final score of 35-12. The game was anticipated to be challenging,
akin to their encounter with Southern Boone, but the Bearcats managed to control
the game effectively through key plays and strategic gameplay. This was also the
'Cats annual pink night for breast cancer awareness.

The game began dramatically as Park Hills' kickoff returner fumbled; Dexter's
Jackson Miller #1 recovered, but couldn't advance due to the muff rule. 

"We couldn't advance the ball on a kickoff. I've seen that happen a couple times
over the 20 years, and there was one time, actually, it didn't get called,"
commented Dexter Bearcat Football Coach Chad Jamerson.  It got the crowd
going into the game and really, it really fueled that next drive that we had.

The Bearcats capitalized early, scoring a touchdown with a 4-yard run by Nolan
Alford #12. The extra point failed, leaving the score at 6-0 in favor of Dexter.

The only other score in the first half was early in the second quarter, starting from
their 2-yard line, Dexter advanced, but were stopped to set up a 28-yard field goal
by Parker King, increasing the lead to 9-0 at halftime.

"I mean, how huge has Parker King been this year in big time games, guys, he's
come out and he's performed not only on the extra points, but he's also
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performed when his number was called on field goals," continued Jamerson. "So,
I mean, no doubt Parker has shown up and shown out for us and he's done a
great job of taking care of our kicking in."

The third quarter saw significant defensive play from the Bearcats, highlighted by
an interception from Houston Neely, which shifted the game’s momentum. This
led to the Bearcats scoring another touchdown and a successful extra point,
bringing the score to 16-6. 

Attempting a comeback, the Rebels scored, but another interception by Neely
thwarted further advances. This was promptly followed by another touchdown by
Jett Grams, which kept the lead firm for the Bearcats at 22-6, despite a missed
extra point. Neely's interceptions played a pivotal role in maintaining the Bearcats'
lead, neutralizing Park Hills’ advances and setting up opportunities for the
Bearcats to build on their lead.

Park Hills fought back with a touchdown by quarterback Jackson Jones but failed
the two-point conversion, leaving the score at 22-12.

The Bearcats extended their lead with a 43-yard touchdown pass from Jackson
Howard to Lee Michael McDonald.  Extra point was good by King. Then another
rushing touchdown by Devin Turnbo. 

Parker King, on special teams, played a crucial roll in both extra points and field
goals, showcased reliability by successfully kicking a 28-yard field goal.

Lee Michael McDonald drew admiration for his elusive playing style highlighting
his agility and unpredictability.

"Any time that Lee Michael is on the field, we've said this for I don't know how
many weeks, how many years by now, but he's lightning in a bottle. He's just
running," stated Jamerson.  "I mean, I would say trying to tackle Lee Michael is
like trying to eat tomato soup with a fork. You're just not going to be able to do it
effectively. He just finds a way. I mean, goodness sakes, that pass play wasn't
even the initial route. He just found an opening and streaked across.  And those
are the things that Lee Michael brings to this offense that really kind of opens it
up.

Jett Grams and other offensive players were credited for their explosiveness and
agility, stressing the depth in Dexter's lineup.



"Clearly tonight, Park Hill's goal was to take away Jett Gram's ability" continued
Jamerson. "They struggled at times to do that, but, you know, we're fortunate
enough to have other weapons."

Houston Neely made significant contributions with two interceptions, pivotal for
the team's second-half success.

"He is a leader through and through. Obviously, he's a great tight end. Two time
all conference tight end. Should have been an all-state last year. You know, his
production hasn't been what it's been in the past because he has sacrificed to
make sure other parts of the offense work. I think that's a testament to his
leadership is he realizes the weapons that we have and what kind of offense we
are. So he is sacrificing the production that he's had these last couple years. I
think that speaks. I think that's a testament to his character, to his leadership, that
at the end of the day, he just wants the team to be successful."

Logan Pulliam and Langston Wernick stood out for their solid performances and
capacity to make crucial plays. Langston was particularly noted for filling the role
of the injured Lee Michael McDonald earlier in the season..

The Bearcats enjoyed a commanding victory at home against a challenging
opponent. The dynamic start, coupled with robust mid-game defensive plays and
consistent offensive execution, ensured their success against the Rebels. 
Securing a top seed in the district could lead to home-field advantage throughout
the playoffs, providing significant strategic benefits.

Next week, the Bearcats aim to finish a perfect regular season against Scott City,
a team with a solid reputation. It's also SENIOR NIGHT for the Bearcats and 17
football seniors will take the field in their last regular season home game!
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2024 MSHSAA Class 3, District 1 Girls Volleyball Tournament Seeds Set

The 2024 MSHSAA Class 3, District 1 Girls Volleyball Tournament seeds have been set.
 Games begin on October 24th at Dexter High School in the Bearcat Event Center.

Dexter Lady Cats have earned the #1 seed followed by #2 Notre Dame, #3 Saxony
Lutheran, #4 Kennett, #5 New Madrid County Central, and #6 Doniphan.

Quarterfinals will be on Thursday, October 24th with Kennett playing NMCC at 5:00
p.m. and Saxony Lutheran playing Doniphan at 6:30 p.m.

Semi-finals will be on Monday, October 28th with Dexter playing the winner of the
Kennett/NMCC game at 5:00 p.m.  Notre Dame will play the winner of the Saxony
Lutheran/Doniphan game at 6:30 p.m.

The Class 3, District 1 Championship will be played on Tuesday, October 29th at 6:00
p.m.
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2024 SCAA Varsity Volleyball Conference Tournament Seeds Announced

The 2024 SCAA Varsity Volleyball Conference Tournament seeds have been released.
 Games begin on Monday, October 14th at Woodland High School.

Dexter varsity earned the No. 1 seed followed by #2 Advance, #3 Woodland, #4 Bernie,
#5 Bell City, #6 Bloomfield, #7 Puxico, and #8 Richland.

Dexter will play Richland at 4 p.m. on Monday, October 14th

Bernie will play Bell City at 5:30 p.m.  Woodland will play Bloomfield at 7:00 p.m.
 Advance will play Puxico at 8:30 p.m.

This is a double elimination tournament for varsity.
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Semifinals will be on Wednesday, October 16th at 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. and Thursday,
October 17th at 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Consolation game will be Thursday, October 17th at 4 p.m.

3rd place game is Friday, October 5:30 p.m. and the Championship will be at 8:30 p.m.

Reminder that all matches will start immediately following the conclusion of the previous
match.  Please be prepared to start early than times posted.
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2024 SCAA JV Volleyball Conference Tournament Seeds Announced

The 2024 SCAA JV Volleyball Conference Tournament begins on Monday, October 14th
at Woodland High School.

Dexter JV volleyball team earned the No. 1 spot followed by #2 Bernie, #3 Advance, #4
Woodland, #5 Bloomfield, #6 Bell City and #7 Puxico.

The Dexter Lady JV Cats also received a bye in round one and will play the winner of the
Woodland vs Bloomfield game on Wednesday October 16th at 7:00 p.m.

Bernie JV will play Puxico JV at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15th

Woodland JV will play Bloomfield JV a 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15th.

Advance JV will play Bell City JV at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15th.

Semi-final games will be on Wednesday at 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.

3rd place game will be played on Friday, October 18th at 4 p.m.

Championship game will be Friday, October 18th at 7:00 p.m.

As a reminder all matches will start immediately following the conclusion of the previous
match.  Please be prepared to start earlier than scheduled times.
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Missouri Media High School Football Rankings, Dexter Secures #3 Spot

The Dexter Bearcats have secured their No. 3 spot in the Class 3 high school football rankings by the
Missouri Media Group.  They defeated a ranked Southern Boone 24-21 on Saturday.  Southern Boone
dropped to ninth place after losing two weeks in a row.  Only one left on the Bearcats schedule that is
ranked is Park Hills who came in No. 7 in Week #5.

The 'Cats take on Kelly on Friday night in Benton and then also travel next week to Kennett before
returning to Charles Bland Stadium on the 18th of October and face the Rebels of Park Hills.

Missouri Media High School Football Rankings for Class 3

Statewide high school football rankings, as compiled by a 9-member panel of sportswriters and
broadcasters. First-place votes in parenthesis. Panel is made up of Dion Clisso, PrepsKC; Cole Young,
PrepsKC; Tom Rackers, Jefferson City News-Tribune; Chris Parker, Ozone Sports; Joe Andrews,
Warrensburg Star-Journal; Anthony Crane, KQ2 St. Joseph; J.B. Connoley, NEMOPressbox.com;
Cole Lee, semoball.com; Paul Halfacre, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

First-place votes in parenthesis. 

CLASS 3

Rank, team, Rec., Pts.

1. Blair Oaks (7), 4-1, 88, 1 

2. Seneca (2), 5-0, 82, 2

3. Dexter, 5-0, 63, 3 

javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')


4. Maryville, 3-2, 58, 4 

5. Mt. Vernon, 4-1, 52, 5 

6. St. Francis Borgia, 5-0, 51, 6 

7. Park Hills Central, 4-1, 34, 7

8. Strafford, 5-0, 28, 8

9. Southern Boone, 3-2, 14, 10 

10. Boonville, 4-1, 10, 9

Also receiving votes: Knob Noster (4-1), 9: Lift for Life (2-3), 6 
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