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Today is National Day of Prayer
MAY 02ND 2024 BY DEE LOFLIN

Today is National Day of Prayer

The National Day of Prayer exists to mobilize unified public prayer for America. The National
Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first Thursday of May, inviting people to
pray for the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress, and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman.

First Call of Prayer in 1775: Because of the faith of many of our founding fathers, public
prayer and national days of prayer have a long-standing and significant history in American
tradition. The Supreme Court affirmed the right of state legislatures to open their sessions
with prayer in Marsh vs. Chambers (1983).

The National Day of Prayer is a vital part of our heritage. Since the first call to prayer in
1775, when the Continental Congress asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a
nation, the call to prayer has continued through our history, including President Lincoln’s
proclamation of a day of “humiliation, fasting, and prayer” in 1863. In 1952, a joint resolution
by Congress, signed by President Truman, declared an annual national day of prayer. In
1988, the law was amended and signed by President Reagan, permanently setting the day
as the first Thursday of every May. Each year, the president signs a proclamation,
encouraging all Americans to pray on this day. Last year, all 50 state governors plus the
governors of several U.S. territories signed similar proclamations.

2023 National Prayer For America: We come with fervent hearts to praise You Lord. You are
The Word, the Way, Truth and Life. The Alpha and Omega, Lion of Judah, Almighty God
who was, and is, and is to come. You clothed Yourself in flesh and dwelt among us, to
remove our sin and clothe us in Your righteousness that we might dwell with You forever
and ever.
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With broken, humbled hearts we repent of our sins. Confessing to You our faithlessness,
prayerlessness, and disobedience. Forgive us for our doubt, our prideful and quarrelsome
words that reveal our unclean hearts. Cleanse us and renew a right and steadfast spirit
within us we pray.

With grateful hearts we thank You fervently for the blessings in our life and throughout
America; they are more than we are able to

count. We will remember Your grace and testify to Your goodness in all generations. Help
us to refrain from complaining, but instead be prompted to pray faithfully in every
circumstance. Teach us to have a content heart knowing You are always enough for our
every need....by Kathy Branzell, President, National Day of Prayer Task Force.

From the National Day of Prayer Website.
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