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Psalm 89:19-29

The Lord chose David to be His servant and actively prepared him for that calling. By following the
various stages of his life—from the things he experienced as a simple shepherd boy to his
achievements as a heroic ruler—we can trace how the Lord prepared David to be used mightily.

Shepherd: At the time when David was actually anointed king, he hadn’t yet been in authority over
anything besides sheep (1 Samuel 16:1-13). His humble position was the starting place for
training to become God’s servant as king of Israel.

Psalmist: David suffered many afflictions on his way to the throne, and his writings reveal how
those troubles drew him to God. His psalms provide intimate glimpses of the God he knew and
trusted deeply.

Commander: King Saul put David in charge of his army but later turned against the young man.
While hiding from Saul, he led a band of mighty men (1 Chron. 12). Long before David became
king, God used these soldiers to defeat foreign enemies and protect the people of Judah.

The Lord is working in your life as well, shaping you into His servant. Your hardships and
setbacks have a place in His plan, and He’s using them to train you for what lies ahead.
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John 3:14-21

Most people go through life unaware of the great cosmic dilemma—namely, how can a holy God
be reconciled with sinful humanity? Nor do they give much thought to the solution that God
Himself provided at Calvary: The cross was the place where both His love and His justice were on
full display.
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When Adam and Eve disobeyed the Lord, they exposed the entire human race to sin. Humanity’s
condition stood in opposition to the perfectly righteous God who created them.

The Lord could have abandoned mankind to condemnation. But in love, He wanted to forgive
sinful people and reconcile them to Himsel—while remaining absolutely just. His solution was to
provide a perfect sacrifice to atone for their sins. That meant a flawless substitute was needed to
take the punishment sinners deserved. So God sent His Son into the world to bear mankind’s sin
and appease His own justice.

The cross of Jesus represents the only answer to this cosmic problem. God was satisfied by
Christ’s sacrifice so that in eternal love He could welcome redeemed mankind into His holy
presence. Have you trusted Jesus as Savior and acknowledged the sacrifice He made on your
behalf?
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, April 12, 2022 - Weathering Our Storms

Mark 6:45-52

Yesterday we saw what happened when the disciples encountered a storm on the sea. They'd
experienced many miraculous moments in their time with the Lord, but when waves battered their
boat, it was as if they’d forgotten who He was. Their minds couldn’t recollect what they had
witnessed about His power and purposes. Even the appearance of Jesus walking on the water did
not bring immediate relief.

When trouble strikes, we too sometimes forget what we know to be true about the Lord. We
struggle to recall past answers to prayer, God’s faithfulness in earlier situations, and lessons
learned in previous crises. Only the present seems real as our minds struggle with fears about the
future and our troubled emotions prevent us from thinking clearly.

Reading Scripture is the best way to remember biblical truths, but another helpful tool is a spiritual
journal. It's a place for you to document your pilgrimage with the Lord and specific details of how
He’s worked in your personal life. This kind of written record can serve as a map to trace where
you’ve been and how God has helped you along the way. Your current trial may be a new
one—nbut you will be encouraged to look back and see God’s faithfulness and unchangeable
nature over the years.
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Matthew 14:22-33

When difficulties arise, are you surprised that the Lord would allow them? Such thinking assumes
that being an obedient believer exempts us from problems. Consider today’s passage—the
disciples did exactly what Jesus said by getting into the boat and setting sail for the other side. Yet
before long, they found themselves battered and tossed about by a powerful storm.

Then there are other believers who automatically assume that if trouble comes, they'’re the
problem. Even though God does use trials to correct us from time to time, not all difficulties result
from our sins and failures. But He can use all situations to mature and conform us to Christ’s
likeness.

And that’s what was happening in Matthew 14 with the disciples. Jesus knew what lay ahead, and
He was training them for the work He was calling them to do. In this case, the lashing winds
created an environment that would help them learn key lessons about trust that would be
invaluable for future ministry.
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God uses a variety of means to help us become strong, vital servants of Jesus Christ. Instead of
keeping our heads bent low against the struggles of life, let’s look up to the Lord and seek His
strength and purposes.
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Ecclesiastes 1
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As times passes, we'll inevitably begin to experience more physical aches and pains. But
disappointments can leave us feeling old in spirit at any age. In today’s passage, we find a
disheartened Solomon bemoaning how meaningless his existence has become. The king who
was once unsurpassed in wisdom has tragically allowed worldly ideals and pursuits to distort his
priorities. And as a result, he’s become dissatisfied with life.

What Solomon didn’t realize is that our focus determines our level of satisfaction. Those who stay
young in spirit continually look for evidence of the AlImighty—ways that He’s working, providing,
loving, and guiding. Without this perspective, the pain and problems of life take center stage,
which can then lead to discouragement and grumbling.

These are burdens that believers are not meant to bear. Jesus Christ invites the weary and
heavy-laden to come to Him and find rest (Matthew 11:28-30). Our Savior is the solution for
everything that weighs us down, but we must let Him carry it for us.

What are you hauling around that is aging your body, soul, and spirit? Whether you're burdened
by unforgiveness, regret, guilt, or something else, cast it is on God, because He cares for you (1
Peter 5:7).
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