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9/11 Exhibit Officially Opened with Ribbon Cutting
at Stars and Stripes Museum
SEPTEMBER 12TH 2021 BY DEE LOFLIN

9/11 Exhibit Officially Opened with Ribbon Cutting at Stars and Stripes Museum

Bloomfield, MO - The Stars and Stripes Museum in Bloomfield, Missouri officially
opened their 9/11 exhibit on Saturday, September 11, 2021.  This year was the 20th
anniversary of the attacks on our great nation.

Marine Sergeant Retired Gary Kitchen cut the ribbon with several museum staff,
volunteers, and retired military personnel in attendance.  The 9/11 exhibit will remain
open for one year.

There is a Callery Pear Tree display that represents the pear tree recovered from ground
zero in October of 2001.  The tree was badly damaged and was given to the New York
City Department of Parks and Recreation. After years of rehabilitation at a nursery the
tree was returned to the World Trade Center Plaza in 2010 where it still stands.

Visitors on Saturday were asked to write their name and a memory of 9/11 on a leaf
before placing it on the tree at the museum.  Photo provided.
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MO Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft Presents Grant
Money to Keller Public Library
SEPTEMBER 12TH 2021 BY DEE LOFLIN

MO Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft Presents Grant Money to Keller Public Library

Dexter, MO - Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft presented a check in the amount of
$5,558.00 for a technology grant to Keller Public Library on Saturday, September 11,
2021.

The grant will be used to update the firewall at the library and replace some computers
that the patrons use on a daily basis.

Pictured in front from left is: Keller Library Board Secretary Teresa Overall, board
member Debbie VanSlyke, Debbie Rodgers and Karen Stevens.

Back row from left is Dexter City Administrator Trevor Pulley, Dexter Mayor Jason
Banken and Jay Ashcroft.

Keller Public Library Director, Jordan Myers, was unable to attend.  Via telephone
interview, he stated, "I am very grateful and excited for the library to receive this grant.  I
will I could have been there, but unfortunately I was out of town."
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Stoddard County Commissioner Jarrell Has Concerns, EMA Director Discusses New Plans

Bloomfield, MO - The Stoddard County Commissioners met on Monday, August 30,
2021.  Associate Commissioner Carol Jarrell expressed her concern over the notification
of an ongoing audit of the Stoddard County finances.  The audit has been ongoing for a
few weeks and she was not aware of the details.
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"Someone mentioned the audit to me, and I actually looked like a deer in the brightest of
headlights," stated Jarrell.  "My replay was, well I don't know anything about an audit.  I
haven't been told about the audit.  It seems everybody in this building knew about it.  I'm
hurt.  I'm upset!"

Associate commissioner Steve Jordan told Jarrell that the commissioners had discussed
the audit.

“No, not in here (referring to the Commission chambers), we had not discussed it,” Jarrell
said. “Nothing had been discussed about an audit.”

This is true as both local press reporters have attended every meeting of the Stoddard
County Commissioners and nothing has been noted about a Stoddard County audit.

Steve Jordan, Commissioner,  said she might not have been present for that meeting, but
if that was the case then the reporters would have put that information in their newspaper.

“I mean, this has really bothered me that an audit is being done,” Jarrell said. “Everybody
knows about it, but I wasn’t included in on any kind of conversation.”

“I had asked Danny a couple of months ago about the audit from (state auditor) Nicole
Galloway,” she said. “I asked had you heard anything about it? And you told me no you
hadn’t. That hadn’t been discussed. But nothing was said to me about an audit going on.”

Talkington said the audit has been going on for about six weeks and is expected to be
concluded by mid-September.

The State of Missouri auditor's office requested information regarding the recent
distribution of the CARES Act.

Jarrell obtained a list of CARES Act items requested by the state. She questioned some of
the requests.

“I want to get the copy of their requests, and I want to look at the vouchers that were
sent,” Jarrell said. "There are things on this list that (say) reimbursement. Who was it a
reimbursement to? There’s one COVID expense for more for $32,612. Well, I look back
through the copy that (former county collector/treasurer) Carla Moore gave me at the first
of the year. And I guess that was a sheriff’s (expense). Another one on here is COVID.
But there’s no name.”

Talkington said he was unaware of what was on the list.



Jarrell expressed a concern that she has been left out of the loop in other instances. 
Meetings are being held prior to or after commissioner meetings between Talkington,
Jordan, and Weeks.

“I’m assuming not accusing, but I’m assuming that there (are) things being discussed
back there (referring to the Clerk's office area),” she said of pre-meeting get-togethers
among county officials. “And I’m not aware of it and this has happened a few times when
things have been done, and I wasn’t told about it. And you as a Presiding Commissioner
should keep us informed. Steve, you knew so I’m the odd one out that didn’t know.”

In other business during the meeting, Stoddard County Emergency Management Agency
Director Andrew Bohnert discussed upgrades to the county's tornado siren system.

He wanted permission from the commissioners to apply for an Emergency Management
Performance Grant for the upgrade.

“I would like to do it in a three-tier process,” Bohnert said. “Our No. 1 priority would be
to change how our siren system is activated. This new system isn’t like the push-button
consoles. It will be computer-based, (featuring) automatic triggering.”

Bohnert said as long as the internet is operational, the sirens will be activated when the
National Weather Service issues a tornado warning; however if the internet is down it will
not work, you will have to hit the buttons on the screen.

Bohnert said he would like to divide the county into three zones, such as northern, central
and southern zones.

“Right now it takes 3 minutes to set (the sirens) off,” Bohnert said. “So if you have to do
Puxico and Dudley at the same time, you have to do one and wait 3 minutes while that
siren goes through and do the second one, or you do the whole county at the same time.”

The second part of Bohnert's plan would be to establish a backup system to operate the
sirens from a separate location.

“Right now, if the building goes down at Dexter, there’s no backup option,” said Bohnert,
who received approval from Sheriff Carl Hefner to locate the backup system at the
sheriff’s office. “If we get the system put in down there, we would take a different control
box, put it up here and have everything set up in case the (Dexter) building goes down, we
can still set them off from up here.”

Bohnert said he would like the Bloomfield location to work as a backup for the siren
systems at Bernie and Dexter. Those cities are responsible for setting off their own sirens.



“I’ve talked to both of them to see if we can do a backup for them and they were not
interested at all,” Bohnert said. “So I’m going to talk to their city boards and convince
them that you guys need a backup.”

Bohnert said the automatic trigger software will cost approximate $13,000, and the grant
would cover 75% of the cost. He is awaiting on an estimate for the backup system, but
believes the cost will be less than $5,000 to the county.

Bohnert said he would like the county to add new sirens to the current system in the future
as well. He said the larger omnidirectional sirens cost about $28,000 per unit, including
installation. These sirens have a range of only 7,100 feet. The smaller sirens cost about
$20,000 per unit.

Bohnert also told the commissioners he is beginning to track time and expenses for his
COVID-19 duties each week.

“Last week alone, I had 21 1/4 hours, which is equal to $765 (which is) eligible for
FEMA reimbursement,” Bohnert said. “I guess I’ll start tracking that every single week,
every single month moving forward and submit it for FEMA reimbursement.”

He asked the commissioners whether they had decided to use American Rescue Plans
(ARP) funds to purchase the Salamander software, which is used to streamline the process
of tracking personnel and equipment during a natural disaster.

Presiding commissioner Danny Talkington said the county would pay for the software
through the EMA budget but would not use ARP funds for it.  As of this meeting this has
not been voted on by the Commissioners in an official meeting.  It has not been on any
agenda either.  The cost is $6,880 with an annual maintenance cost of $750.

Bohnert said he has changed the personal protective equipment warehouse procedure to
unify and consolidate the approach. All requests made in the county will go through
Bohnert.  

“I’m already getting requests for PPE for masks and sanitizer and things like of that
nature, passing those out and still tracking items,” Bohnert said.

He told the commissioners he was planning to go to Jefferson City on Tuesday to pick up
some gloves and half-face respirators. He said the state is currently offering free PPE.

Bohnert also told the commissioners he plans to hold weekly or bi-weekly informational
meetings concerning COVID-19 with executive level personnel from the health
department, ambulance district and hospital and the commissioners.



“We’re going to have some information sharing … with what we do as far as approaches
and planning,” Bohnert said.

Talkington asked what information would be discussed at the meeting.

“I have insight into what the state is doing,” Bohnert said. “They’re going to share
information about current conditions they are seeing. (We can) tell the ambulance district
what’s going on so they are ready for it. The health department has information about the
Delta variant and how it’s spreading. (The hospital can share what it is experiencing.) We
can combine our knowledge to do any mitigation measures for anything we need to do for
public outreach.”
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2021 Dexter Bearcat Booster Club Membership Drive

Dexter, MO - The Dexter Bearcat Booster Club is having their annual Membership Drive.

The purpose of this organization's existence is to lend support to the TOTAL STUDENT
ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS at Dexter High School and Middle School while recognizing
and respecting the school administration's responsibility to determine what that program
shall include and the policies that shall be followed.  Additionally, the organization will
encourage school spirit, citizenship, and physical growth through keen competition.

2021-2022 Board Members are Jon Neely, President, Chris Warren, Vice President, Kristi
Booker, Secretary, Tyler Ramsey, Treasurer, Mindi Bell, Lindsey Holden, Wes Howeard,
Misti McBride, Aaron Menley, Ryan Schlief, Brandon Vaughn, and Chad Werneck.

Alumni Membership - $15 (DHS Alumni between the ages of 18-25)

Dexter Public School Staff Membership - $30 (Proud to work for Dexter Public Schools)

Bearcat Membership - $50 (Anyone who wants to show their Bearcat pride)

Sponsor Membership - $250 (Businesses that want to display their support of the Bearcat
activities)

Corporate Membership - $500 (Bearcat businesses that want everyone to know that their
true colors are red and black)

Sponsor Membership will include Dexter Bearcat Booster Club yard sign.

Corporate Membership will include 1 All Sports Pass good for the 2021-2022 regular
season athletic events and a Dexter Bearcat Booster Club yard sign.

Mail check to Dexter Bearcat Booster Club, P.O. Box 684, Dexter, MO 63841

Here is a list of some of the items provided to the high school and middle school: Two
$500 athletic scholarship to graduating seniors each year, $10 cash to state qualifiers,
cookies and refreshments for Fal, Winter, Spring Sports Awards banquets, Concussion
caps for football helmets at middle school and high school, cooler for football team,
senior banners for all the senior athletes, project prom donation, football tackling dummy,
tennis windscreen, Goodwill Games donation, new stand for Bearcat Marching Band,
Hudl for coaches and athletes to study film, tennis ball machine, contribution to DHS Sr.
Beta, sideline chairs for volleyball and basketball in the Bearcat Event Center, jump boxes
for weightlifting, new benches in high school lobby area, golf bags for golf team, sound



system for middle school gym, and shooting retrieval system for basketball teams.
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Jerry Dorton Inducted into Missouri Bankers Association’s 50 Year Club

Dexter, MO - Jerry Dorton, executive vice president of First Midwest Bank of Dexter,
was inducted into the Missouri Bankers Association’s 50 Year Club on Thursday, July 15,
during MBA’s 131st Annual Convention at the Chateau on the Lake Resort in Branson,
Missouri.
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This recognition from MBA honors bankers who have dedicated 50 years of service to the
banking community. Dorton is one of seven bankers who were inducted into the 50 Year
Club this year.

Dorton accepted his first banking job in 1971 as a loan officer for Security Bank in
Paragould, Arkansas. From 1971 to 1980, he held various roles at banks in Arkansas and
Tennessee. In May of 1980 Dorton was named chief operating officer for First Midwest
Bank of Dexter. Throughout the past 41 years, Dorton has held various roles from chief
operating officer to senior vice president to president with First Midwest Bank of Dexter,
First Midwest Bank of Poplar Bluff, Midwest Bancshares, and Gideon Bancshares
Company. Through his 50-year career, Dorton’s philosophy has been to always hold the
customers’ best interests at heart.

He and his wife, Sandy, have been married for 50 years and have two children and five
grandchildren that all reside in Dexter. Jerry is a member of the First Baptist Church in
Dexter.

Since he has been with the First Midwest Bank it has grown from a bank with one
location and $30 million in total assets to a bank with five locations including Dexter,
Dudley, Sikeston, Jackson, and Cape Girardeau with over $430 million in total assets.
First Midwest Bank of Dexter is affiliated with the First Midwest Bank of Poplar Bluff
and the First Midwest Bank of the Ozarks.

The Missouri Bankers Association is a statewide trade and professional organization in
Jefferson City that represents the interests of more than 240 banks and savings and loans
in Missouri. MBA serves as the principal advocate for the Missouri banking community
and provides educational opportunities, products and services that assist bankers with
enhancing their banking operations. For more information, visit mobankers.com.

Pictured: Dexter’s Jerry Dorton (right) receives his 50 Year Club plaque from Max Cook
at the MBA Convention.
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