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James 1:2-4

Are you wasting your troubles? Anytime God allows trials in your life, He has a purpose for
them. We often won’t know His specific aim at the time; nevertheless, we should squeeze out
every possible ounce of spiritual growth instead of falling into despair and discouragement.
With a shift in perspective, the trial that looks as if it might destroy you could become an
instrument of blessing.

The most natural response to adversity is to plead with the Lord to remove it. If that doesn’t
work, we might be tempted to look for our own way out or blame whoever caused the problem.
But no matter where affliction originates, by the time it reaches you, it’s been shaped according
to the Father’s good purposes. The question is, Will you cooperate with Him or resist? When
you let adversity do its work in you, it becomes an opportunity for growth. 

Although we can’t see all the specifics of God’s plan, we know His goal is to use our hardship
for good. So we are wise to let it mature us in the meantime. Even though the experience is
painful, rest in the Father’s comforting arms, and trust that it’s all for a greater purpose.
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