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Hebrews 1:1-4

Who is this Jesus? It’s a question that has been asked by countless individuals for more than
two millennia. And, to be sure, it is the most important question that can ever be asked and
answered. After all, it’s how we begin our journey toward salvation.

So it’s essential to answer that question by saying Jesus is indeed our Savior. But He is also
more—Scripture refers to Him as “the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). No one has ever
looked upon the face of the Almighty. In the Old Testament, some people found themselves in
His presence, but they were never able to look fully upon His glory. However, when the Son
came down from heaven, veiled in human flesh, He bridged the gap between the Father’s
perfect holiness and mankind’s sinful condition. That’s why Jesus could say, “The one who has
seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

The way we come to know the Father is by knowing the Son, who is the only full expression
and explanation of God. Everyone who through faith trusts Jesus as Savior receives forgiveness
of sins and Christ’s imputed righteousness. What’s more, believers are given divine insight into
God the Father as well.
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John 1:1-18

Some people say they’re Christians but don’t acknowledge the divinity of Christ. They think He
was simply a good teacher, healer, philosopher, or social reformer. I want to be crystal clear on
this matter: You can believe all of these wonderful things about Jesus and even laud Him as a
prophet sent by almighty God. But if you do not accept that Jesus Christ is God the Son and that
He died for your sins, then you do not actually know Him.

It’s true Jesus was fully human, but the wonderful, supernatural mystery is that He was also
fully divine. And believing this is absolutely essential to the understanding of how we are
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saved.

Now, you may have heard people falsely argue that Jesus never actually claimed to be God. Yet
time and again in the Gospels, Jesus places Himself on equal footing with the Father (John
10:30; John 14:6-14). In fact, if Jesus was not truly God’s Son, then as C. S. Lewis observed,
He was either a lunatic or the world’s most detestable liar. Don’t spend one more day believing
Jesus is anything less than the Son of God. Your eternal salvation depends on it.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, August 3, 2021 - The Slow Process of Erosion

Romans 12:1-2

When you hear the word erosion, what comes to mind? Most likely, you think about how land
or rocks wear away over an extended period of time. In the same manner, erosion in our
spiritual lives tends to happen subtly over the course of months or years.

What causes this spiritual stagnation and deterioration? The answer is often conformity to the
world’s methods and values, plus compromise with sin. The process of erosion begins in the
mind when we let our thoughts, attitudes, and desires be shaped by culture. Before long, we
begin to conform to the godless and sinful behavior around us.

Is your spiritual life where you want it to be? Has it been gradually weakened by the pressures
of the world? Are you letting social media, other people’s opinions, and the culture shape your
reasoning, desires, and ambitions? If so, the way to counteract the erosion is to turn back to the
Lord in obedience and let Scripture renew your mind with His truth. As you learn to see life
from God’s perspective, your desires and behaviors will conform to His perfect will.
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2 Corinthians 11:23-30

Paul spent years serving Christ, yet he experienced continual suffering. It doesn’t seem fair,
does it? Why would God let him go through so much pain? It’s a question many of us ask today
about ourselves. We think the Lord should protect us from hardships, but He doesn’t always do
so.

Maybe our reasoning is backward. We think faithful Christians don’t deserve to suffer, but from
God’s perspective, suffering is part of being a Christian. If we all had lives of ease without pain,
we’d never really know God, because we would never need Him. Like it or not, adversity
teaches us things that simply reading the Bible never will.

I’m not saying we don’t need to know Scripture; that’s our foundation for faith. But if what we
believe is never tested, it remains head knowledge. How will we ever know the Lord can be
trusted in the midst of trouble if we’ve never experienced hardships? God gives us opportunities
to apply scriptural truths to the difficulties facing us, and in the process, we find Him faithful.

Trials can be a means of building faith or an avenue to discouragement and self-pity—it’s up to
you. But if you’ll apply God’s Word to your situation, your trust in Him and your faith will be
strengthened through adversity.
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Genesis 3:1-7

We’ve all occasionally fallen for a lie, whether it was something as trivial as false advertising or
as serious as a scam that emptied a bank account. Whatever the trickery was, it can be traced
back to the Father of Lies—Satan (John 8:44). And his most devastating deceptions are those
that lead us into sin. This is why it’s vital to understand the devil’s pattern of deceit, which goes
all the way back to the garden of Eden.

Satan’s first move was to entice Eve to doubt God’s Word, and his strategy was to ask, by
means of the snake, “Has God really said … ?” (Gen. 3:1). People have been falling for this
deception ever since. When they hear one of God’s clear commands, they rationalize that it’s
not really what He meant or it doesn’t apply in their case.
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Next, the devil directly contradicted God’s Word and impugned His character by denying that
Eve would suffer any consequences for sin. Instead, the enemy promised her some amazing
benefits if she’d eat the fruit. And this, too, is how he operates today.

When temptation comes, don’t believe Satan’s lies. Sin always has repercussions. Therefore,
ask yourself if the temporary gratification of a wrong choice is worth suffering the
consequences that are sure to follow.
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