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2 Timothy 4:1-4

Spiritually, we’ve all had dry seasons, so you probably understand the desire for renewed
vitality in your relationship with Christ. Perhaps you tried the latest devotional book people rave
about, sought an emotional experience through worship music, tried to gain momentum by
attending a conference, or looked online for a message that assured growth.

Although these methods all seem promising, they’re not infallible. On their own, some might
afford short-lived solutions, but others could actually be ear ticklers that lead away from
genuine intimacy with Christ. To be strengthened spiritually, it’s essential to start with the
Bible—the only source of absolute truth. While other Christian resources can be helpful, they
become far more valuable when used as building blocks on the trustworthy foundation of God’s
Word. All other avenues have potential for human slant. Even seeking the Lord in prayer is not
foolproof without the Word, which provides the basis for our requests and fellowship with Him.

Some believers see the Bible as a big book that takes too much time and effort to understand, so
they look elsewhere for answers. They want a shortcut to sanctification and intimacy with the
Lord, but there really isn’t one. God’s Word is His love letter to you. As you spend time with
this gift and lean on the Holy Spirit for guidance, your appreciation of it will grow.
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