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Brittany Bryant, Named 2020 Dexter PD Communications Officer of the Year

Dexter, MO - Newly appointed Dexter Police Chief, Hank Trout, held a luncheon on
Friday, April 16, 2021 for the Dexter Police Department.  

Randy Kinder Excavating provided the meal to the police officers and the food was
catered by Dhafer's Steakhouse & Fine Dining in Dexter.

The Dexter Police Department 2020 Communication Officer of the Year was presented
during the luncheon.

"This dispatcher has shown a willingness to learn and she has demonstrated that she has
the skill set to become a great dispater," commented Trout.

"We appreciate your hard work and dedication to our department," he continued.

The 2020 Communication Officer of the Year was awarded to Brittany Bryant.
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Dexter Elks Host 2021 Student of the Year Banquet

Dexter, MO - The Dexter Elks hosted their annual Student of the Year Banquet on
Tuesday, April 13, 2021.

Each year the Dexter Elks choose two students to represent seven Stoddard County
Schools each month.  The students along with their families and high school counselors
are invited to a meal prepared and provided by the Elks Lodge members.

Dexter Elks Student of the Month/Year Co-chairperson Dennis Carmack lead the Pledge
of Allegiance and a prayer to open the banquet.

The keynote speaker was David Wyman of Essex. 

Pictured are the Students of the Month (not all students were able to attend because of
sports and other obligations):

Representing Bell City: Mia Dembowski and Austin Hunt

Representing Bloomfield: Abigail Pyland and Parker Heaton
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Representing Dexter: Layne Medler and Damon Stearns

Representing Bernie: Sarah Ellenburg and Landon Zoll

Representing Richland: Shelby Mayabb and Devin Duffie

Representing Advance: Nyah Wilson and Landon Dailey

Representing Puxico: Madison McMeans and Caleb Robinson

The female Student of the Year is Sarah Ellenburg of Bernie and the male Student of the
Year is Austin Hunt of Bell City.

Photo submitted.
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Hank Trout Named Dexter Police Chief

Dexter, MO - The Dexter Board of Aldermen met in closed executive session on Monday,
April 12, 2021 appointing Hank Trout as Dexter's Police Chief.

Trevor Pulley retired as police chief to be named Dexter's City Administrator also during
the meeting.

Trout graduated the Missouri Law Enforcement Academy in 1988 with over 33 years of
law enforcement.  He joined the Army and was stationed at Ft. Leonardwood where he
was a military police officer.

He is married to wife, Renee of 36 years and they have two children in college, Nicholas
and Megan.

In 2006 Trout became the commander of the Stoddard County Major Case Squad.

"I am thankful for this opportunity to become the Chief of Police at Dexter," commented
Trout.  "I am very appreciative of Trevor who had the confidence in my abilities to handle
this job and to recommend me for this position."

"I know I have some big shoes to fill and it is strange as a new chief I don't have an
agenda on the first day," continued Trout.  "That's because Trevor left the department in
such great shape.  We have outstanding officers, dispatchers, and staff."

"I have worked in law enforcement for 33 years," stated Trout.  "I want to continue that
leadership that Trevor instilled and continue to serve the community as well."
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Trevor Pulley Named Dexter City Administrator

Dexter, MO - The Dexter Board of Aldermen met in closed executive session on Monday,
April 12, 2021.  The results of that meeting were Mr. Trevor Pulley was appointed as City
Administrator.

In addition Mr. Pulley retired as Dexter Police Chief around 6:40 p.m. on Monday, after
serving nearly 33 years in law enforcement, the last three as Dexter's police chief.

Mr. Hank Trout was appointed as the new police chief.

Pulley is married to Starla Pulley and has three children, Caleb Pulley, Cameron Pulley,
and Taylor Wady.  He and his wife will celebrate 30 years of marriage this year!

He graduated from the Missouri Law Enforcement Academy in June 1989 and has served
with the Dexter Police Department for 20 years.  On April 6, 2021 he celebrated his 3rd
anniversary as Dexter's Police Chief.

"There were three things I wanted to accomplish once I became police chief," stated
Pulley.  "I have accomplishment them all.  they include a new state of the art dispatch
area, a new evidence room, and a new training room/emergency response/center building.
I am pretty pleased with all three."
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Pulley replaced long time city administrator Mark Stidham, who passed from Covid-19 in
December 2020.
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Local Author's First Book Signing on April 15th at The Gallery

Dexter, MO - Local author will hold her first book signing on April 15th at The Gallery in
downtown Dexter.
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Belinda Worley will be on hand to sign her book, "An Autism Journey of Hope", from
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Worley is a mother, speech language pathologist, and business owner of Bootheel
Pediatric Therapy LLC.

She has been in practice since 2000 providing speech and language therapy to children
with communication delays. She travels all across the United States as an autism
awareness public speaker training educators, teachers, therapists and parents on strategies
for working with children with an autism diagnosis.

Her hobbies include reading, spending time on the lake, volunteer work, traveling and
being with family and friends.

Belinda has earned her undergraduate and Masters Degree from Murray State University
in Murray, Kentucky.

Belinda and her husband Ben live in Dexter, Missouri with their daughter Emma Kate.
You can contact Belinda Worley at bptkids@yahoo.com.

"It takes unimaginable strength to persist and overcome all that a diagnosis of autism
entails. From the day of diagnosis, what you had expected will forever be different. Once
you accept the diagnosis, you will be able to make plans for the years ahead. At times it
will be a struggle and a fight for acceptance, services and growth. The hard work you pour
into your child now will pay off in a big way in the future. The child diagnosed at a young
age is not the end result of your purpose or journey. Your daily prayers will be answered
bigger than you can imagine. God made both you and your child with autism for an exact
purpose. Thank you for joining me on an autism journey of HOPE where you will learn
you are braver and blessed beyond measure because of a child with autism."

Refreshments will be served during the event.

The Gallery is located at 31 E. Stoddard Street.

If you would like to order her book click HERE.  She will also have books available for
sale at her signing.
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