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APRIL 23RD 2020 BY DEE LOFLIN

Luke Becker Receives Shelter Insurance Scholarship

Shelter Insurance Foundation and Matt Thurmon, Shelter Insurance Companies Recipient
of Local High School Scholarship.

This spring, the Shelter Insurance® Foundation awarded a $2000 scholarship to Luke
Becker a graduate of Dexter High School.  Shelter Agent Matt Thurmon sponsors and
partially funded this scholarship.

Beginning the fall after the recipient’s high school graduation, Luke can direct the
scholarship funds toward tuition, fees or campus housing for any course of study leading
to an academic degree at any accredited college or university.

A committee of local high school officials and community leaders selected the local
recipient.  The committee considered each applicant’s scholastic achievements,
educational goals, citizenship, moral character and participation and leadership in school
and community activities.  The scholarship is given without regard to race, disability,
religion, national origin or gender of applicants.  The name of the recipient will be
announced at the close of the school year.

The scholarship is paid directly to the school the recipient selects. Luke received a
certificate from Matt Thurmon on behalf of the Shelter Insurance® Foundation.

One purpose of the Shelter Insurance Foundation is to fund scholarships within the
operating territory of Shelter Insurance®. It is sponsored by the Shelter Insurance
Companies, headquartered in Columbia, Missouri.  Shelter offers auto, home, life, farm
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and business insurance services via a network of local insurance agents in our operating
territory.
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Jackson High School Announces New Dates for Prom and Graduation 2020

Jackson, MO - The Jackson R-2 School District has tentatively rescheduled prom and
graduation during the summer.
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Prom is tentatively set for June 13, 2020 and commencement is set for June 19th.  The
locations for each event have not been determined yet.

For students that are entering the military, they are planning a special ceremony prior to
the date of graduation, as many will be leaving before that time.
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Southeast Missouri State University - Kennett Spotlight Jenise Seals

Kennett, MO - My name is Jenise Seals and I am majoring in Criminal Justice.
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I attend the SEMO Kennett campus and I have been attending for almost two years.

Things are different now following the COVID-19 crisis.

Doing everything online is a very new experience for me and I wasn't expecting the
change, but along the way, I have learned new things that will help me in the long run.

The biggest one that sticks out to me is being responsible. I've always been a responsible
person, but when doing online, communication can be somewhat challenging. Now, I've
been learning to balance out work and school and I've been using a planner to help me
keep on top of my assignments. And if I ever do need help, Zoom is offered and phone
calls are as well.

The SEMO Kennett campus means a lot to me and I'm glad they are doing everything in
their power to make sure everyone is getting the help they need and to make sure
everyone passes their classes.
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Southeast Missouri State University - Sikeston Spotlight Sydney Mayo

Sikeston, MO - Sydney has been working as a student worker in the Southeast – Sikeston
office since last fall. She will be transitioning to the Cape campus this fall, to pursue her
major in Dietetics. Her goal is to become a Registered Dietician. We will sure miss her!

Sydney is a graduate of Bloomfield High School, and she was valedictorian of her class.
She is one smart cookie, and she continues to do very well in her college classes.

When asked what she likes about the Southeast – Sikeston campus:

I like that the Southeast-Sikeston campus is small and all of the classes are right there in
one building, without having to walk all over campus. The professors and staff are all
very friendly and always ready to help. The location was perfect because I could still live
at home and easily drive back and forth.

When asked about how the transition to alternative instructional methods is going
(because of COVID-19): It’s been going well so far. All of my professors have been
extremely helpful and understanding with the whole situation, which makes this transition
much easier.
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Poplar Bluff Student Winners Named in Earth Day Contest

Please note photo was taken on March 12th - Poplar Bluff Junior High and Technical
Career Center students were recently awarded for placing in a T-shirt design contest
initiated to promote the 50th anniversary of Earth Day.

On Thursday, March 12, top students received $50 gift cards and trophies, sponsored by
Ozark Federal Credit Union. Winners in the PBJHS category were: Cailin Pratt placing
first, Carli Pundsack placing second, and Wyatt Meurlott-Luebben – third. TCC winners
were: Jessica Paulin placing first, Jaden Jordan – second place, and Alayna Stokan – third.

 The overall winner of the design chosen by way of committee was Jon Daniels, an area
art teacher, who entered the adult category through the Margaret Harwell Art Museum,
and received $100. T-shirts are available for purchase at the art museum, with proceeds
supporting the operation 

“I chose the Junior High and Senior High levels for the T-shirt design contest since we
love for students to be a part of the art museum,” stated Terena Whitworth, event
organizer, whose husband Steve serves as museum director. “This was a way to make
them aware of the 50th anniversary of Earth Day and the Margaret Harwell Art Museum
at the same time.”

Terena Whitworth, a retired educator, said she can recall celebrating the 40th anniversary
as a teacher at the former Poplar Bluff 5th and 6th Grade Center, and the 30th anniversary
at O’Neal Elementary School. “My goal is for the whole community to become more
aware of saving our planet and to celebrate Earth Day some time in April,” she continued.
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The Margaret Harwell Art Museum is planning an ‘edible landfill’ and ‘junk sculpture’
activities free for children, ages 5-12, tentatively scheduled for 1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 18, at 421 N. Main St. For more information, contact Terena Whitworth at 573-785-
3332.

 (Left to right) PBJHS teacher Brandon Francis; organizer Terena Whitworth; students
Cailin Pratt, Carli Pundsack and Wyatt Meurlott-Luebben; Ozark FCU representative
Meagan Bader; and Margaret Harwell Art Museum Director Steve Whitworth.

Photo and article by Tim Krakowiak, Communications/Marketing Director, Poplar Bluff
R-I School District
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