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Luke 19:1-9

In sending his son to earth, God didn’t intend for Him to be a superstar. Jesus came to serve. As
His disciples, we are to follow His example and serve a lost and hurting world. In today’s
passage, we read about Zaccheus, who began to demonstrate qualities he saw Jesus model.

Awareness: Although surrounded by a crowd, the Lord stopped and took notice of one
particular man perched in a tree. Zaccheus was hated and rejected because he was a tax
collector. Although he was rich, there was something missing in his life, and Christ recognized
his need. In our life, there are many people like Zaccheus—needy, empty, lonely, and searching
for hope. But too often, we’re preoccupied with our activities and don’t even notice them.

Availability: Jesus was heading to Jerusalem to carry out the most important act in human
history: our redemption. Yet He stopped to spend time with a spiritually needy man. What is so
important that it keeps you from giving people your time and attention?

Acceptance: Although Zaccheus was a notorious sinner, Jesus didn’t say, “Clean up your act,
and then I’ll come to your house.” We’re called, not to fix people, but to share the transforming
gospel of Christ.
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How are you doing at serving those around you? Maybe it’s time to slow down enough to see
who might be in need. God places all kinds of opportunities in our path, but if we’re not
attentive, we’ll miss them. Sometimes we just need to pause, pray, and open our eyes.
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