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Daily Devotional - Monday, June 3, 2019 - Following in Christ's Footsteps

Matthew 10:24-42

Much of Christianity has a distorted view of discipleship. In our desire to see more people come
to Christ, we may be guilty of offering a gospel that emphasizes the benefits of following Jesus
while avoiding any mention of the cost involved.

However, Jesus didn’t shy away from speaking truth. He let people know that being His disciple
would not be easy, because they’d be following in His footsteps. Since Christ didn’t sail
through life without challenges, why should we? Our goal should be to become like our Savior,
and that means we must be willing to suffer to one degree or another.

Contrary to what many contemporary sermons suggest, following Jesus may not make your
relationships better. It could become a source of contention because a true disciple’s love,
devotion, and loyalty to Christ supersedes every other relationship. If what a friend or family
member desires contradicts what the Lord has commanded, then the choice must be to follow
Christ rather than a loved one.

As Christians, we’ll frequently be tempted to compromise in order to avoid misunderstanding,
criticism, rejection, or persecution. But as Christ’s followers, we are called to live a crucified
life—and compromise undercuts the wholehearted nature of crucifixion. We cannot pursue the
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acceptance of the world and at the same time follow the Lord. Until we stand with both feet on
the side of obedience, we forfeit assurance of God’s peace and blessings.  

Although discipleship is costly, the reward is great. Jesus promises to confess us as His own
before God when we enter our heavenly home.
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