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1 Corinthians 3:9-15

Have you ever seen an elaborate, masterfully crafted sandcastle? That’s one of the most
delightful experiences of a trip to the beach. The best builders are painstaking in every detail as
they craft these beautiful works of art. The towers are straight, the windows are even, and
sometimes the outline of individual bricks can be seen on each wall. The end result is often
stunning, rivaling the elegance of homes in the wealthiest neighborhoods of the world.

But for all a sandcastle’s splendor, its hours are numbered. From the moment the first grain of
sand is set in place, the miniature building is on its way to oblivion. Within hours the details are
destroyed by wind, rain, and the incoming tide. There is simply no future for a house of sand.

Sometimes believers’ lives are like sandcastles. Even though everything looks perfect on the
outside, their life’s pursuits and activities will be revealed as worthless in the fire of God’s
judgment. Although their eternal destiny is secure, they will suffer the loss of heavenly rewards
because they used inferior building materials.

The most important thing in life is to make sure we have the right foundation. Church
attendance, ministry work, discipleship programs, or community service are no substitute for
the rock-solid foundation of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We also need to build our
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life with faithful, obedient service to the Lord. The goal is not to have the most impressive-
looking life in this world but to build one that demonstrates our devotion to the Savior who died
to rescue us.
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