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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, May 15, 2019 Responding to Accusation
Luke12:11-12

When conflict occurs, the natural reaction isto blame someone else and defend yourself. But
believers must respond differently. Once, | was publicly chastised for awrong | had not
committed. Thankfully, the Lord enabled me to remain calm rather than react angrily. Praying
before doing anything else is the best response in a crisis. When we do, God supernaturally
provides that which we can’t muster up ourselves.

Spiritual discernment. The Lord, who perfectly understands the source of every problem, can
give usinsight beyond our limited perspective. Perhaps there’ s been a communication
breakdown, afeeling of jealousy on the other person’s part, or a mistake we unknowingly made.
The Holy Spirit can show us how to approach our accuser and see beyond hurtful words or
actions.

A quiet spirit. Our human nature wants to react quickly so that we can defend ourselves. That’'s
why we must first deliberately focus our attention on the Lord and experience the inward peace
He alone makes available to us (John 14:27).

Wisdom. Jesus told His disciples the Holy Spirit would give them wise words to say when they
faced hostile authorities. He'll do the same for you. Ask Him to put a seal on your lips until He
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shows you what to say and when (Psalm 141:3).

We don’t have to react to criticism with anger and self-protection the way the world does.
Instead, we are called to represent Christ in every situation by depending on Him. In responding
as He directs, we bring Him glory and cause unbelievers to want to know the source of our
strength.
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Matthew 7:7-11

Prayer isone area of our Christian life in which most of us recognize the need for improvement.
Not only do we battle with distractions, but we' re also tempted to give up if we don’'t see
immediate results. Y et the Lord wants us to keep coming to Him with our concerns becausein
the process, we develop an intimate relationship with Him.

We may find it a struggle to establish a consistent prayer life, but what endeavor could be more
valuable than petitioning an omnipotent God for whom nothing isimpossible? Of course, that is
not to say He'll give us everything we request, as people don’'t always make petitions according
to Hiswill. But even when His answer is no, God’ s fatherly concern for His children is obvious.
Have you ever looked back at past prayer requests and been grateful the Lord didn’t give the
answer you hoped for? Sometimes a maturing perspective reveals that getting what you desired
would have been disastrous.

In today’ s passage, God draws a comparison between earthly fathers and the heavenly Father. If
a human father, who is flawed and limited, can offer good things to his children, then it stands
to reason that the heavenly Father, who is all-powerful and all-knowing, will give His children
superior gifts.

Therefore, we can trust that even if we don’t receive exactly what we' ve requested, our loving
heavenly Father is giving us something even more beneficial. Peace and confidence in prayer
come when we humbly accept that we' re like children who have a very limited perspective, but
our loving Father sees eternally. We can always trust Him to answer our prayers wisely.
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Psalm 81:10-16

Most of usrealize there’ s no guarantee that life will be pleasant and easy. But when
disappointment or hardship comes, we are often more preoccupied with finding away out than
with understanding how God is moving in our situation. One danger of this approach is that we
might not recognize if we' ve gotten off course.

The Lord wants us to know His ways so that we can walk in them. Yet like Israel, we fail to
listen to Him and instead plot our own course through life. As aresult, we experience
unnecessary suffering—a high price for disobedience. We should remember that though
walking in God’ s ways may lead us through painful valleys, His grace is always there to
strengthen our faith and bring comfort and encouragement. But we forgo such merciesif we
rebel and go our own way.

So consider whether your lifeis aligned with the Lord’ s ways or aligned with your own. He
always leads us in holiness, wisdom, faith, and obedience. But our ways are aresult of
convenience, self-interest, self-advancement, and human reasoning. The Lord’s path is always
the best, and oursis usually costly.

No matter where you find yourself today, God is calling out to you, “Open your mouth wide
and | will fill' it” (Psalm 81:10). The imagery is that of a baby bird with its beak stretched wide
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to receive the food its parent brings. The Lord wants to feed you with His Word so you can
learn His ways. Are you open to receiving it? More importantly, are you willing to obey it?
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Psalm 86:1-13

Have you been seeking the Lord’ s guidance on a particular issue yet still can’t discern what He
would have you do? We don’t always know why God doesn’t make everything clear when we
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ask for His help. But doing certain things can prepare usto hear His directions.

Seek Cleansing. We need to ask the Lord if thereis anything in our life that is hindering our
prayers. Then, if He brings something to mind, we can receive His cleansing through confession
(1 John 1:9).

Surrender. If we have not fully yielded ourselves to the Lord, our heart will remain set on our
own desires. When that’ s the case, we'll have difficulty perceiving Hiswill (James 4:3).

Ask Wisely. God is committed to answering our prayersif we ask according to Hiswill (1 John
5:14-15). Therefore, we must carefully consider if our requests align with His desires as
revealed in Scripture.

Meditate. Since God' s Word isalight to our path, the more we think about the truths of
Scripture, the clearer the way will become (Psalm 119:105).

Wait. God promisesto act on the behalf of those who wait (Isa. 64:4). Therefore, we must resist
the urge to run ahead of Him by trying to fix the situation ourselves or manipul ate
circumstances to get our desired outcome.

Instead of letting uncertainty cause you to become anxious or fearful, consider these five
practices. Then begin to look at your situation as an opportunity to trust your sovereign,
omnipotent God who always works everything for your good (Rom. 8:28).
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Psalm 16:1-11

A correct perspective of God is vital because it determines how we interact with Him. For
instance, if we think He is concerned only about the big eventsin world history, we won't
bother to pray about our daily concerns. However, if our view of Him is grounded in the
Scriptures, we'll readily seek His guidance, knowing that He cares about every aspect of our
life.

Despite this assurance, there may be times when we are so determined to get what we want that
we don’'t even ask for God'’ s direction. Instead, we plunge ahead, thinking that He will simply
stop usif our decision is not according to Hiswill. But the Lord won't necessarily prevent us
from doing that which is not Hiswill, nor will He always come to our rescue if we have acted
presumptuously without seeking His help.

A better approach isto do as David did. He said, “1 have set the Lord continually before me;
because Heis at my right hand, | will not be shaken” (Psalm 16:8). The omniscient heavenly
Father has provided everything we need to live wisely through His Word and His Spirit. And as
those who know and love Him, we should desire to please God by seeking His direction in
every area of life.
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The Lord is certainly willing to guide us through the treacherous seas of decision-making. But
we must pay attention to the instructionsin His Word and to the promptings of His Spirit, who
isour helper, teacher, and guide. Then we can say with David, “I will bless the Lord who has
counseled me” (Psalm 16:7).
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