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Daily Devotional - Thursday, May 9, 2019 - Walk in God's Ways

Psalm 81:10-16

Most of us realize there’s no guarantee that life will be pleasant and easy. But when
disappointment or hardship comes, we are often more preoccupied with finding a way out than
with understanding how God is moving in our situation. One danger of this approach is that we
might not recognize if we’ve gotten off course.

The Lord wants us to know His ways so that we can walk in them. Yet like Israel, we fail to
listen to Him and instead plot our own course through life. As a result, we experience
unnecessary suffering—a high price for disobedience. We should remember that though
walking in God’s ways may lead us through painful valleys, His grace is always there to
strengthen our faith and bring comfort and encouragement. But we forgo such mercies if we
rebel and go our own way.

So consider whether your life is aligned with the Lord’s ways or aligned with your own. He
always leads us in holiness, wisdom, faith, and obedience. But our ways are a result of
convenience, self-interest, self-advancement, and human reasoning. The Lord’s path is always
the best, and ours is usually costly.
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No matter where you find yourself today, God is calling out to you, “Open your mouth wide
and I will fill it” (Psalm 81:10). The imagery is that of a baby bird with its beak stretched wide
to receive the food its parent brings. The Lord wants to feed you with His Word so you can
learn His ways. Are you open to receiving it? More importantly, are you willing to obey it?
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