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Colossians 3:1-4

What occupies your thoughts? That’ s a challenging question and one we should not ignore. In
many ways, we are what we think. If our thoughts are focused on the concerns of thisworld, we
will become like the world. But if our minds are set on the things above—in other words, where
Christ is—we' [l become more like Him.

The point isn’t merely to think about heaven but to think on Christ, who isin heaven. When we
do this, changes will start to take place:

Wewill gain an eter nal per spective. Instead of being distracted by trivial pursuits and
discouraged by hardships and pain, we'll be devoted to living for Christ. Then we will be able
torest in our loving Father’s choices for us.

Things of the world will lose appeal. The more aware we are of Jesus, the less we tolerate sin,
because we know it doesn’t fit us anymore. Instead of chasing the passing pleasures and goals
of the culture, we'll pursue alifestyle of obedience to the Lord.
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We'll realize our security isin Christ. Right now we are “hidden with Christ in God” (Col.
3:3). This speaks of our eternal security and also gives us a sense of safety since nothing comes
our way without passing through God’ s hands.

Welook forward to a glorious future. When Christ is revealed, then we will be revealed with
Himin glory (v. 4). Even when everything looks dismal, we have a reason to hope because our
time hereisinfinitesimal compared to eternity with Christ.

Y our beliefs determine your perspective on life, and that shapes your priorities and attitudes.
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Daily Devotional - Thursday, April 25, 2019 - God's Faithfulness
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

Ever since the heavenly Father created time, everything has been in flux—everything, that is,
except God Himself. The environment changes with the seasons, and in asimilar way, our life
also goes through seasons. Some are filled with joy, while others are characterized by difficulty.
But the Lord isfaithful, and we can always take comfort in knowing this.

Faithfulnessis one of God' s unchanging attributes. It means that He always does exactly what
He says He will do and acts in accordance with His nature. He can never deny Himself, so when
He promisesto “sanctify you entirely” (1 Thessalonians 5:23), you can count on Him to make
you more like Christ—even using the painful seasons of life to do so.

God'’ s unchanging nature and faithfulness are the foundation of our hope. Because He won't
change His mind about our salvation, we have the assurance of eternal security. Since Heisthe

sovereign Ruler of the universe, we never have to fear that our world is out of His control. His
plans were formed long ago with perfect faithfulness (Isa. 25:1), and no one can frustrate them
or turn back Hishand (Isa. 14:27).

Because God is faithful, we can have peace of mind in any circumstance—even in the face of
death. Although we will change with time and the seasons of life will come and go, our faithful
God is aways the same. Since we belong to Him through Christ, He will never forget, neglect,
or abandon us. He has promised to preserve us “complete, without blame at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23), and He will do it.
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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, April 24, 2019 - When We Feel Helpless
Psalm 119:145-160

We love movies that capture our attention with tales of people who are trapped, helpless, and
frantically looking for away of escape. However, thisis not something we want inreal life. Yet
when it happens, we immediately start looking for the way out and beg God for rescue through
physical healing, changed circumstances, or additional provision.

Have you ever considered that spiritual rescue is even more important than physical
deliverance? Although Jesus has freed us from the penalty and power of sin, there are times
when we feel helplessin the face of sinful habits, emotions, rash words, and ungodly thoughts.
That’ s when we need to follow the example of the psalmist and cry out to God for spiritual
rescue.

Admit your helplessnessto God. In yourself, you have no power to overcome sin. But God's
Spirit within you is almighty.
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Confessany sins, fears, unbelief, or self-reliance. Surrender all further attempts to change by
self-effort, and make no provision for sinful desires.

Turn your gazetoward God. Think about who He is, what He desires, and what He has
promised.

Fill your mind and heart with God’sWord. Meditate on it. Ask Him for wisdom and strength
to follow Him with reliance on and submission to His Spirit.

Trust God, and wait upon Him to change you from theinside out. Although salvation
occurs in amoment, sanctification is alifelong process.

A time will eventually come when the helpless feeling departs and is replaced by the joy of
obedience. When that happens, give God the glory.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, April 23, 2019 - Is Y our Faith Genuine?
Matthew 7:13-27

During my first pastorate in the mountains of North Carolina, | traveled throughout the area
meeting people, telling them about the Lord, and inviting them to church. They all claimed to
believe in Jesus even though many had no interest in church or the Bible and their lives showed
no evidence of salvation. | feared that whatever faith they had would not take them to heaven.

Believing in vain is probably more common in the church than we' d care to admit. Some people
assume they are Christians simply because they were raised in a Christian family or have
attended church since childhood. Sometimes they merely believe the facts about Jesusin the
same way that they’ re confident George Washington existed.

However, there are also many people who deliberately limit what they believe about Christ and

HisWord. They don’'t want afaith that requires them to forsake their sins and change their
lifestyle. If asked what they believe, they may respond that their faith is a private matter.

Other people have been led to think they are saved because of an experience. They may have
heard a nebulous invitation to make Jesus a part of their life, or perhaps an encounter at a
conference made them feel close to God.

Today’ s passage is a sobering warning. How can we be certain that our faith is genuine and our
salvation is sure? Jesus said the proof liesin our obedience to God’'s Word. If we arein Christ,
then as He works to conform us to His image, the evidence will be displayed in our character,
conduct, and conversation.
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Daily Devotional - Monday, April 22, 2019 - Solving Problems Through Prayer
2 Chronicles 20:1-32

Problems are an inevitable part of life whether a person is saved or not. The differenceisthat
once a man or woman becomes a believer, the Father strengthens His child to face every
difficulty.

Our omniscient and omnipotent God is greater than any problem. He knows our future
circumstances and equips our heart and mind to withstand the coming trial. The moment we
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encounter a problem, we can turn to His omnipotence. He promised to meet believers needs
and, therefore, is under His own divine obligation to give guidance and direction. Our first
response should always be to call out “Father!” and pray. Immediately, two things take place:
The problem’s growth is stunted, and God’ s child is reminded of the unique position given
those who trust in the sovereign Lord.

God always provides when we face problems. However, that doesn’t mean we should be sitting

back and waiting for Him to work out the details. His provision may require an act of faith from
usin order to reach aresolution. Experience and Scripture tell us that His solutions are always
best, but human strength may falter when we hear what He asks of usin response to our prayers.
Thankfully, He also offers the courage to act at the right moment.

Long before acrisis arises or a solution is needed, awise believer will be seeking God in prayer.
In trouble-free times, we can build a foundation of trust and communion with Him that can
withstand any hardship. Problems are unavoidable, but as we seek our Father in prayer, Heis
faithful to deal with our difficulties.
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