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Colossians 1:9-12

As Christians, we all long to make necessary changesin our life so we' [l become more like
Jesus. And we're also concerned about the spiritual growth of fellow believers—especially our
loved ones. But transformation doesn’t come about by trying harder or putting Bible verses on
sticky notes in hopes that family members will read them and shape up. The most powerful
resource we have is prayer, and Paul has given us a pattern that is Christ-centered and specific.

Too often, believers pray without giving much thought to what God wantsto do in aperson’s
life. Instead, we focus on our own ideas regarding what He should do. How much more
effective our prayers would be if we prayed according to God’ swill by using His Word as our
source for requests.

The prayer from Colossians 1 focuses on the heavenly Father’ s desires for His children. When
we go before the Lord and substitute our own name or the name of afriend or family member
for “you” inverses 9 and 10, we are praying His specific will for that person. The Lord delights
in responding to requests that someone be filled with knowledge of Hiswill and walk in a
manner pleasing to Him.
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However, we must be careful not to think of this prayer as a magic charm. It doesn’t work that
way. These godly qualities take time to develop in alife. And if we are praying these things for
ourselves, we must avail ourselves of the means God has provided for our sanctification or
transformation—namely, His Word. If we want to know and understand God' s will, we should

ask Him and search the Bible.
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