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Luke 15:1-7

It would be wonderful if after salvation, our lives progressed in a straight line of uninterrupted
obedience to our heavenly Father. But that is never the case, because we all stray now and then.
Jesus told a story about a shepherd who went in search of a lost sheep. While this parable is
about the salvation of a wayward soul, the lessons in the story can also be applied to those of us
who belong to Christ.

Even though we are held securely in the Father’s hand and will never lose our salvation, we can
drift in our obedience to Him (John 10:28-29). But why would believers wander away from the
God who loves them?

If a sheep takes its eyes off the shepherd, it can easily meander toward a more appealing patch
of grass and end up far afield. In the same way, we might see a path that seems to lead to better
opportunities. But as we follow it, we grow further from the Lord. We may not notice the
distance between us and our Savior until we find ourselves in trouble.

Other Christians willfully choose to pursue their own objectives. They know their choice is
wrong, but they rationalize the decision or blame someone else for misleading them.
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Regardless of how we end up outside God’s will, we are responsible for the action that put us
there. Though another opportunity may look good, the only place believers will find true
contentment is in a trusting, obedient relationship with Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must keep
our eyes on Jesus and guard against pursuing anything except His will.
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