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Romans 6:1-14

When Eve accepted Satan’s offer of greater independence from God, do you think she
experienced more freedom? The answer is obvious. She, Adam, and the entire human race
became enslaved to sin from that point onward. What looked like a great deal ended in deadly
bondage.

Although Christ has set believers free from slavery to sin, we, like Eve, oftentimes long for the
“freedom” to do what we want. But whenever we give in to sinful desires, we’re behaving like
slaves instead of living as free children of God. He’s given us the Holy Spirit, who empowers us
to say no to sin if we’ll just yield to His leadership.

The consequences of reverting to our old ways are devastating. We’ll sink deeper into bondage
to sin, lose the peace and joy of fellowship with Christ, grieve the Holy Spirit, and find
ourselves under the disciplining hand of the Father. We can also miss out on the blessing of
helping to advance His kingdom—by falling into the hypocrisy of living like the world, we ruin
our testimony because there’s no discernible benefit to having a relationship with God. Our
unsaved friends, relatives, and coworkers are watching. Unless they see a difference between us
and themselves, why would they want our Savior?
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If Satan whispers in your ear that the Lord’s limitations are depriving you of something good,
remember what happened to Eve in the book of Genesis. Liberty to do whatever we want is
slavery to self and sin. Only when we live within the Father’s protective boundaries can we
experience the freedom Christ purchased for us.
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John 3:16-17
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To truly grasp what Jesus did for us on the cross—and to be able to share the gospel
effectively—it’s essential to have an accurate understanding of the terms we use to describe
salvation.

Saved (Eph. 2:8). This is a synonym for rescued. Mankind needs rescuing because without
Jesus, we are all destined for divine wrath, hell, and eternal separation from God.

Redeemed (Eph. 1:7). Redemption implies a transaction. Our salvation was purchased through
the shedding of Jesus Christ’s blood.

Justified (Rom. 5:1). When someone trusts in Christ, God pardons that person and removes his
or her guilt. A saved individual is in right standing with the Lord.

Reconciled (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). Salvation results in a relationship with God. We were once
separated from Him, but now we are His sons and daughters, and He calls us His friends (John
15:15).

Using words like redemption, justification, and reconciliation might not be effective when
presenting the gospel to someone unfamiliar with the language often used in church. However,
it’s important for us to understand what the Bible teaches about salvation, and these terms give
us a framework for explaining the good news to others.

We must recognize that we are not saved by our personal works or performance. Salvation is
ours by God’s grace—His unmerited, undeserved, loving favor toward us—and at the cost of
Jesus’ own blood. Let us not take for granted how God has rescued us: by sending His Son to
die in our place.
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1 Corinthians 2:1-5

The Lord pledges to give us everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). It’s a
promise He always keeps. Yet when life hits us hard, we may be tempted to doubt and give up.
If our faith starts to waver, we need to think about what we have already received from Him and
then look for evidence that He’s at work.

We should remember that we’ve been freed from sin’s penalty. Because Jesus paid the full price
by dying on the cross in our place, we owe nothing for our wrongdoing. God now regards us as
blameless—at salvation, we each became a new creation and were given Christ’s righteousness
(1 Corinthians 1:30). Originally, we were headed toward permanent separation from the Lord,
but our eternal destiny has been changed to a heavenly home in His presence. And God’s Holy
Spirit lives within us as our constant companion and source of strength.

We also should keep in mind that even in the worst of situations, our Father works to
accomplish His will. Joseph experienced betrayal when his brothers sold him into slavery, and
later he suffered injustice when imprisoned for doing the right thing. In the end, he realized that
the Lord had graciously used those circumstances to rescue his family from a life-threatening
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famine (Gen. 45:5). In a similar way, God uses adversity to develop our character and
dependence on Him. He works through trials to bless us and others.

Because of the Lord’s sustaining grace, we have access to His power, wisdom, and guidance.
When we ask, God’s Spirit will provide the strength to persevere and help us fight doubt.
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2 Thessalonians 2:13-17; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

We hear much today about being a person of influence. Although some of us may be connected
to many people, there are others whose lives may seem small in comparison. However, the
important issue is not numbers but faithfulness. The Lord has determined the personality and
abilities of every believer, as well as our individual spheres of influence.

No matter how vast or limited our connections are, we can each be used effectively by God to
influence others as we follow His instructions.

Stand firm in the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:15). We must make sure that our life is grounded in
biblical truth. Otherwise, we could lead others astray.

Continue in every good work and word (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17). People watch us, and what
we say and do affects them more than we may imagine. That’s why it is so important to make
sure our attitude, speech, and conduct reflect Jesus Christ.

Develop a lifestyle of prayer (2 Thessalonians 3:1). Praying for others and for opportunities to
share the gospel is essential for effective ministry. It prepares their hearts to hear and our minds
to know what to say. The simplest words can have amazing results when the Lord is directing
our efforts.

Keep obeying the Lord (2 Thessalonians 3:4). Godly influence will only be achieved if we
ourselves are godly. When we are living obediently before the Lord, He will be faithful to open
doors of influence according to His will (Revelation 3:8).

If you will make it your ambition to become faithful in all these ways, you can be confident that
the Lord will use your life to influence others for good and for His glory.
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Colossians 4:1-6

Think about the last argument you had with someone. Generally, disagreements arise when two
people see things differently. Part of the problem is that most issues can be seen from diverse
perspectives. Therefore, it’s easy for people to take opposing sides on a subject since they make
different assumptions based on the same facts.

This can present a problem when we witness to people. Our goal isn’t to start a debate but to
share the gospel. If someone objects to what we say, we could become sidetracked with
arguments. However, we each have one thing that no one else can refute: our personal
testimony. This isn’t an issue for debate but an opportunity to explain our own experience and
the results of our decision to follow Christ.

Realize that every believer has a powerful weapon in his spiritual arsenal. When you share what
Christ has done in your life, no one else can say, “That’s not right,” or “That didn’t really
happen.” Our testimony of faith is our own credible, first-hand, eyewitness narrative of the
power of God.
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That’s why it’s important that we be prepared to share our story. Opportunities often come
unexpectedly, and we don’t want to let the moment pass simply because we’re not sure what to
say.

This week set aside a few moments to think about your history with Christ and sketch an outline
of your faith story. Then ask Him to open a door for you to share the message of Jesus Christ.
Then when an opportunity comes, you’ll be ready to share what Christ has done in your own
life.
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