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1 Corinthians 2:1-5

The Lord pledges to give us everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). It’s a
promise He always keeps. Yet when life hits us hard, we may be tempted to doubt and give up.
If our faith starts to waver, we need to think about what we have already received from Him and
then look for evidence that He’s at work.

We should remember that we’ve been freed from sin’s penalty. Because Jesus paid the full price
by dying on the cross in our place, we owe nothing for our wrongdoing. God now regards us as
blameless—at salvation, we each became a new creation and were given Christ’s righteousness
(1 Corinthians 1:30). Originally, we were headed toward permanent separation from the Lord,
but our eternal destiny has been changed to a heavenly home in His presence. And God’s Holy
Spirit lives within us as our constant companion and source of strength.

We also should keep in mind that even in the worst of situations, our Father works to
accomplish His will. Joseph experienced betrayal when his brothers sold him into slavery, and
later he suffered injustice when imprisoned for doing the right thing. In the end, he realized that
the Lord had graciously used those circumstances to rescue his family from a life-threatening
famine (Gen. 45:5). In a similar way, God uses adversity to develop our character and
dependence on Him. He works through trials to bless us and others.
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Because of the Lord’s sustaining grace, we have access to His power, wisdom, and guidance.
When we ask, God’s Spirit will provide the strength to persevere and help us fight doubt.
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