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Romans 12:1-13 TUESDAY

Do you feel ill-equipped to serve the Lord? A sense of inadequacy is one of many 12
excuses people use to avoid ministry and service, but it’s not avalid one. Evading

the Father’s call can affect Hiswork on earth, prevent the blessings that come from

obedience, and keep us from eternal rewards in heaven.

Jesus Christ knew all about the human tendency to feel inadequate. That iswhy He assured His
followers they would receive a Hel per—the Holy Spirit—who would come to abide in them
forever (John 14:16). The Spirit enables, energizes, and equips believersto serve the Lord. One
of the ways He aids usis by providing spiritual gifts, which are capabilities given to believers.

Our heavenly Father has aministry in mind for each of Hisfollowers. Therefore, necessary
spiritual “equipment” has been selected to help us carry out His work, and these gifts were
planned by our Creator before we were born. It is His purpose that we embrace our gift and
combine it with other believers' giftsin order to serve Him wholeheartedly as the body of
Christ. Even the smallest job contributes to the Great Commission and the strengthening of
Jesus Christ’s body, the church.
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The Lord hasaplan for every believer. To ensure that we can meet His expectations, He first
builds natural talents into us. At salvation, He adds a spiritual gift. Then the heavenly Father
opens doors of opportunity and the Holy Spirit manifests His power so that we can carry out the
work set before us.
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