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Matthew 25:14-30

Are you living as if what you do today will affect you in eternity? After “walking the aisle” and
“saying the prayer,” some Christians consider that moment of salvation the beginning and end
of the matter. They assume, Since my eternal destination is secure, I can simply relax and wait
for heaven.

However, that is not what today’s parable teaches. Yes, heaven is secure for those who have
truly repented and believe in Christ’s substitutionary death for their sins. But the way we live
matters. When Jesus returns, we’ll have to give an account of what we have done with whatever
He has entrusted to us.

In my youth I was told that one day, as I stood before Christ, my life would be replayed on a big
screen for everyone to see all my sins. That really scared me—but now I know it’s completely
unbiblical. For those who belong to Christ, the “certificate of debt consisting of decrees against
us” has been nailed to the cross, and all our transgressions are forgiven (Col. 2:13-14). They
will never again be dredged up, because God will remember them no more (Heb. 10:17).

What’s at stake is not salvation but rewards. And it won’t be a judgment of comparison with
others. As in the parable, God entrusts each of us with talents according to our individual
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abilities. Everything we have is a gift from Him—time, treasure, skills, spiritual gifts, work,
relationships, and His Word. Are you investing these in a way that will result in commendation
from Christ when you stand before Him?
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