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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, November 28, 2018 - A Person of Godly Influence

Daniel 1:1-21 WEDNESDAY

When Daniel was taken to Babylon, he had no idea God would give him an ever- 28
widening sphere of influence. So what made him different from the other

captives from Israel? His godly influence flowed from his strong beliefs based in

Scripture.

Commitment. Daniel did not simply know God' s law; he was convinced there was no other
way to live. When tested, he remained unswervingly faithful to God and His Word, because he
considered obedience non-negotiable.

Following God doesn’t mean living out biblical principles only when it’s convenient or easy.
Obedience isto be our consistent lifestyle no matter what the circumstances are. Without afirm
commitment to our beliefs, we'll waver back and forth, be a poor witness, and eventually give
in to temptation.

Courage. Asacaptive, Daniel had no authority. Therefore, approaching the king's chief official
for special dietary consideration required courage. Although he had no way to know the
outcome, Daniel didn’t let fear dominate his emotions. He simply trusted the Lord and spoke
out.
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God rewarded Daniel’ s faithfulness with superior knowledge, wisdom, and understanding of all
kinds, which resulted in his gaining greater influence in the Babylonian and Persian empires.
Because of Daniel’s commitment to God and his courage in standing firm, his godly impact
extended for many years.

The Lord doesn’'t raise all believers to high positions of influence. But He wants to use each of
us to impact othersfor Christ in whatever sphere of influence He' s given us. Therefore, we too
need commitment to God’s Word, the courage to obey, and the confidence to trust the Lord with
the outcome.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, November 27, 2018 - The Influence of Our Convictions
2 Timothy 1:8-14

We usually think of influential people as those who have authority, position, or power in the
world, but in reality, we all have influence to one degree or another. The term describes the
capacity to have an effect on someone else's character, development, or behavior.

Thisis exactly what Christ has called believersto do by proclaiming the gospel and
encouraging one another in the faith. However, in order to have a godly impact on others, we
must first be convinced that the Bible is true. Then as we grow in knowledge of the truth, we
can help others know Jesus, understand scriptural principles, and live obediently by them.

Paul advised Timothy to “retain the standard of sound words’ in the faith (2 Timothy 1:13), and
these same truths have been delivered to us.

1. TheBibleistheinspired, infallible Word of God. There are no mistakesinit, and itis
wholly true (2 Timothy 3:16; John 17:17).

2. Thereisone God, and He existsin three persons. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are all members of the triune Godhead (Matt. 28:19).

3. Eternal lifeisreceived only through faith in Jesus. Salvation cannot be earned by good
works (John 14:6; Eph. 2:8-9).

4. Jesus will one day return for those who believein Him, and He'll take them to heaven (
John 14:2-3). But unbelievers will remain under divine wrath.

As the culture around us becomes more resistant to Christian influence, holding to these
convictions will require solid commitment and steady courage. So determine not to let
compromise steal your godly influence.
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Daily Devotional - Monday, November 26, 2018 - Handling Difficult Circumstances
Philippians 1:12-18 MONDAY

Paul wrote his letter to the church at Philippi while he was a prisoner in Rome. 26
Though confined and under watch while awaiting trial, he wrote to encourage the

Philippians, assuring them that his situation was being used by God. He told them, “I

have learned to be content in whatever circumstances | am” (Phil. 4:11).

Notice that this verse does not say that Paul was always happy. Happiness depends upon
circumstances, but for believers, contentment is possible in any situation because it’s anchored
in God. Although Paul’ s imprisonment was difficult and uncomfortable, He scarcely mentioned
the conditions. This letter is not filled with complaints but with rejoicing because his focus
never wavered from Christ (Phil. 1:20-21; Phil. 3:10).
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Paul did not see himself asavictim. He believed that he was under the sovereign hand of the
living God. This was the place ordained for him at that time, in accordance with the Lord’s
divine purpose.

What' s more, the apostle saw good results of histimein prison. The entire imperia guard heard
about Jesus through the apostle’ s consistent witness. His confinement was aso having the
opposite effect of what his enemies had planned. Instead of driving Christians into hiding,

Paul’ s example of contentment in the face of hardship made them bolder (Phil. 1:14).

Like Paul, we can choose how we'll respond to pain and hardship. If we opt to be resentful and
bitter, our suffering will be wasted. But if we see each situation as a wonderful opportunity for
spiritual growth, we'll be able to learn contentment and rejoice in the Lord through it all.
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Our Heavenly Father

Daily Devotional - Wednesday, November 21, 2018 - Our Heavenly Father

M atthew 6:9-13 WEDNESDAY

When Christ taught His disciples to pray, He told them to call God “Our Father” 2 1
when communicating with Him. Jesus often addressed God as “My Father,” but

now they, too, shared in that privileged family relationship. All of uswho've

been born again are part of the household of God and have this same right.

Consider some of the ways our heavenly Father cares for His children. He ...

L oves. God'slove isunconditional, sinceit’s based on His nature rather than our performance (
1 John 4:16).

Listens. When we pray, He gives us His full attention (Psalm 55:16-17).
Provides. The Father assumes responsibility for meeting all our needs (Phil. 4:19).
Guides. Heis the one who directs our path when we trust in Him (Prov. 3:5-6).

Protects. The Lord shields us spiritually, emotionally, and physically, sifting every experience
through His sovereign fingers (Psalm 121).

Stays. He' s not an absentee parent, since He will never leave or forsake us (Deut. 31:8).

Disciplines. The Lord disciplines us for our good, so that we may share in His holiness (Heb.
12:5-11).

Though experiences with our earthly dads may have distorted our perspective of the heavenly
Father, we can learn to see Him as He truly is. By viewing Him through the truth of Scripture
instead of our preconceptions, we will see evidence of Hisloving care and discover a security
we' ve never known before.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, November 20, 2018 - The Ultimate Father Son Relationship

John 5:19-20 TUESDAY

God is caled by avariety of namesin the Bible, and each one sheds light on an 20
aspect of His nature. Jesus favorite title for Him was Father. Surprisingly, this

name for God israrely used in the Old Testament, but in the New Testament, it's

used often—by both Jesus and early Christians.
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Many of God’'s names speak of His majestic and lofty attributes that distinguish Him from
mankind, but Father conveys intimacy. Jesus used this name not only because He was God's
Son but also to help people realize that Jehovah isn’t some unapproachable deity gazing down
on them from a distance. Rather, He is their loving heavenly Father, who cares about them and
wantsto be involved in their everyday lives.

Throughout His time on earth, Christ revealed by example what this kind of loving relationship
islike. He fully depended on His Father for daily direction, power, and provision and obediently
carried out His every instruction. Jesus often took a break from the demands of ministry to find
a secluded place to be alone with Jehovah. We know the Lord successfully conveyed to His
disciples the riches of this relationship, because Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father” (John
14:8)—he wanted to know Him the way Christ did.

Do you long for that kind of intimacy with God? He wants to relate to you as a father does to
His child—and He' s given you the privilege of drawing near to Him. In fact, He chose you
before the foundation of the world and waits with open arms for you to enter Hisloving
embrace.
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