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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, October 31, 2018 - Purity and Persecution
1 Peter 4:1-5

What is the connection between suffering and purity for the Christian? These are

not terms we usually consider together, but Peter says those who suffer physically

cease from sin and no longer live for human lusts. Instead, they live for the will of 31
God. That is not to say we'll reach alevel of sinless perfection but, rather, the

power of sinin our liveswill be broken.

According to today’ s passage, we are engaged in a battle, and Peter saysto arm ourselves with
the same attitude Christ had in His suffering. Just as He willingly submitted to the Father’ s will
and went to the cross, so we must accept that suffering is likewise part of God'swill for our life.
It's one of the ways He purifies us and breaks any attachment to our previous sinful desires.

As believers, we are called to live differently from the world around us. This doesn’t mean

we' re to be deliberately antagonistic, but our lifestyle should be an example of purity. Others
may find this offensive because it exposes their sin, and then they may respond by maligning us
in an attempt to make themselves feel better.

Although we want the world to be attracted to Christ by our transformed lives, in reality we may
make others uncomfortable or perhaps even antagonistic. Thisiswhy so many Christians
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around the world are being persecuted and even killed for their faith. But every time the church
has faced persecution, it has also been purified and made stronger. God never intends for
suffering to defeat us. Rather, His purposeisfor it to make us holy and effective witnesses for
Christ.
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Ephesians 5:1-21

As Christians, we are called to ahigh moral standard, yet we may feel asif we're 30
failing more than succeeding. Perhaps our language isn't as pure as we know it

should be, or we haven’'t overcome some of our bad habits. It's easy to become discouraged if
we don’t understand what is hindering our progress.

Transformation beginsin the mind, because the way we reason affects how we act. We can’'t
expect to progressin holiness if we're undiscerning about what to allow into our thoughts. Paul
admonishes us not to be conformed to the world but to be transformed by renewing the mind (
Rom. 12:2). We must make an intentional effort to fill our mind with the truths of God's Word
to ensure that we are counteracting the world’ s messages.

The influence of othersis another avenue by which we can be helped or hindered in our pursuit
of holiness. If we associate with people who don’t share our standards, we could be tempted to
compromise. Mature believers, on the other hand, can detect obstacles hindering our growth and
point out adjustments we need to make. | was greatly impacted by the biographies of godly men
like Oswald Chambers, Charles Spurgeon, and Dwight L. Moody. As| read, | would see
gualitiesin their livesthat | wanted in my own. These traits formed the basis for many of my

prayers.

What kinds of thoughts fill your mind? Are you being influenced by friends, television, or
socia media more than you are by the Word of God? As the Holy Spirit helps you replace
wrong thoughts with godly ones, your behavior will also be transformed.
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God has aplan for every believer, and salvation isjust the first step. He wants His 29
adopted children to develop a close family resemblance, and the Holy Spiritisin
charge of transforming each one into the likeness of Jesus.

The moment we trust Christ as our personal Savior, we are born again and become newborn
babies in a spiritual sense. One characteristic of anewborn isacraving for milk, and the sameis
true spiritually. New believers need continuous nourishment from God’s Word for growth in
godliness, grace, and the knowledge of Christ.

Aswe read and meditate on Scripture, the Holy Spirit replaces our former thoughts and desires
with a God-centered mindset and new longings for holiness. Instead of living to please
ourselves, our desire will be to glorify God through obedience.

Like any growing child, we will stumble now and then by giving into temptation. However, our
heavenly Father has given usthe privilege of cleansing through confession of sins (1 John 1:9).
He also exercises loving discipline by revealing attitudes, behaviors, and practices that are
displeasing to Him. His chastisement is always meant to train us and produce in us the
“peaceful fruit of righteousness’ (Heb. 12:11).
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At no point are we abandoned or rejected by our heavenly Father. He watches over every step
we take, hears our prayers, comforts us, and encourages us to love and obey His Word. He
promises that we' [l become complete in our likeness to Christ on the day we see Him in heaven
(1 John 3:1-3).
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All of us are eternal beings because we were made in God’' s image (Gen. 1:26). After physical
death, our spiritswill live forever. Where we reside—heaven or hell—will depend on whether
we have accepted or regjected Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior.

Scripture teaches that all have sinned and deserve a penalty (Rom. 3:23; Rom. 6:23). Thereisn't
anything we can do to earn God' s forgiveness. Knowing this, our heavenly Father sent His Son
Jesus to take our sins upon Himself and experience punishment in our place. In that way, we
become part of God’ s family and look forward to spending eternity with Him in heaven. His
only requirement for this amazing blessing is that we acknowledge we're sinners who need a
Savior and believe that Jesus died to save us (Rom. 10:9-10). Those who reject Christ will
spend life after death separated from Him, but those who believe will live forever with Him.

Every person will ultimately dwell in heaven or hell, both of which are real places described in
the Bible. In heaven, we'll never again know pain, sorrow, or tears (Revelation 21:4). But hell is
the opposite. A place of punishment, it will be the scene of unending agony and torment.

Today’ s passage illustrates this hard fact.

Eternal punishment and the reality of hell are never easy topics to consider, but they are vitaly
important because they will really happen. Don't et your emotions turn you away from the
truths recorded in Scripture. Instead, take heed of the warnings, and be certain you are heaven-
bound
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Psalm 145:19-21

Life can hit us with the most unexpected and undesirable circumstances. When
that happens, shock and pain might make us wonder, Does God really care about
& 24

First of al, we know from 1 John 4:8 that “God is love,” which means His very

nature is characterized by compassion and concern. Love originated with the Lord, and Heis
our greatest example of how to expressit. This truth, combined with the reality that God is holy,
means He is perfect in Hislove—He' Il never make a mistake in the way He loves us.

Second, we know that our heavenly Father loves us, because He calls us His children. “To those
who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God,” writes John in his
gospel (1 John 1:12 NIV). Sadly, some people don’'t have a parent who shows them love. But
God is the perfect parent. It would be completely against His character to mistreat any of His
children.

Finally, God gave the supreme demonstration of His love at the cross. We were all dead in our
sins, but Christ went to the greatest length possible to give uslife. The Son of God cameto
earth as an expression of His Father’ s awesome, fathomless, infinite love and did for us what no
one else could do.
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After considering these three facts about God’ s love, how could we not expect Him to take care
of even the smallest details of our life? Look for ways Heis expressing His love to you, and
remember Jesus own words on the subject: “ Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down hislifefor hisfriends’ (John 15:13).
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