Faith M atters

TOP

Daily Devotional - Monday, October 29, 2018 -
Becoming Like Jesus

Daily Devotional - Monday, October 29, 2018 - Becoming Like Jesus
2 Peter 3:17-18 MONDAY

God has aplan for every believer, and salvation isjust the first step. He wants His 29
adopted children to develop a close family resemblance, and the Holy Spiritisin
charge of transforming each one into the likeness of Jesus.

The moment we trust Christ as our personal Savior, we are born again and become newborn
babiesin a spiritual sense. One characteristic of anewborn isacraving for milk, and the same is
true spiritually. New believers need continuous nourishment from God’'s Word for growth in
godliness, grace, and the knowledge of Christ.

Aswe read and meditate on Scripture, the Holy Spirit replaces our former thoughts and desires
with a God-centered mindset and new longings for holiness. Instead of living to please
ourselves, our desire will be to glorify God through obedience.

Like any growing child, we will stumble now and then by giving into temptation. However, our
heavenly Father has given usthe privilege of cleansing through confession of sins (1 John 1:9).
He also exercises loving discipline by revealing attitudes, behaviors, and practices that are
displeasing to Him. His chastisement is always meant to train us and produce in us the
“peaceful fruit of righteousness’ (Heb. 12:11).
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At no point are we abandoned or rejected by our heavenly Father. He watches over every step
we take, hears our prayers, comforts us, and encourages us to love and obey His Word. He
promises that we' [l become complete in our likeness to Christ on the day we see Him in heaven
(1 John 3:1-3).
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All of us are eternal beings because we were made in God’' s image (Gen. 1:26). After physical
death, our spiritswill live forever. Where we reside—heaven or hell—will depend on whether
we have accepted or regjected Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior.

Scripture teaches that all have sinned and deserve a penalty (Rom. 3:23; Rom. 6:23). Thereisn't
anything we can do to earn God' s forgiveness. Knowing this, our heavenly Father sent His Son
Jesus to take our sins upon Himself and experience punishment in our place. In that way, we
become part of God’ s family and look forward to spending eternity with Him in heaven. His
only requirement for this amazing blessing is that we acknowledge we're sinners who need a
Savior and believe that Jesus died to save us (Rom. 10:9-10). Those who reject Christ will
spend life after death separated from Him, but those who believe will live forever with Him.

Every person will ultimately dwell in heaven or hell, both of which are real places described in
the Bible. In heaven, we'll never again know pain, sorrow, or tears (Revelation 21:4). But hell is
the opposite. A place of punishment, it will be the scene of unending agony and torment.

Today’ s passage illustrates this hard fact.

Eternal punishment and the reality of hell are never easy topics to consider, but they are vitaly
important because they will really happen. Don't et your emotions turn you away from the
truths recorded in Scripture. Instead, take heed of the warnings, and be certain you are heaven-
bound
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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, October 24, 2018 - Does God Love Me?
Psalm 145:19-21

Life can hit us with the most unexpected and undesirable circumstances. When
that happens, shock and pain might make us wonder, Does God really care about
& 24

First of al, we know from 1 John 4:8 that “God is love,” which means His very

nature is characterized by compassion and concern. Love originated with the Lord, and Heis
our greatest example of how to expressit. This truth, combined with the reality that God is holy,
means He is perfect in Hislove—He' Il never make a mistake in the way He loves us.

Second, we know that our heavenly Father loves us, because He calls us His children. “To those
who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God,” writes John in his
gospel (1 John 1:12 NIV). Sadly, some people don’'t have a parent who shows them love. But
God is the perfect parent. It would be completely against His character to mistreat any of His
children.

Finally, God gave the supreme demonstration of His love at the cross. We were all dead in our
sins, but Christ went to the greatest length possible to give uslife. The Son of God cameto
earth as an expression of His Father’ s awesome, fathomless, infinite love and did for us what no
one else could do.
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After considering these three facts about God’ s love, how could we not expect Him to take care
of even the smallest details of our life? Look for ways Heis expressing His love to you, and
remember Jesus own words on the subject: “ Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down hislifefor hisfriends’ (John 15:13).
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2 Corinthians 4:1-18

Adversity has away of wearing us down, especially when the difficulty keeps going. 23
Sometimes it feels asif we're ssimply moving from one problem to another without a

pause in between. Although we cry out to God, the trials continue. What are we to do when
we're overwhelmed and God isn’t intervening?

One noteworthy trait of the apostle Paul was his determination to remain faithful to Christ
through hardship. Many Christians get stuck in life’ s tough spots because they don’t understand
what God is doing. They want the Lord to rescue them from it, but oftentimes His desire isto
give them “the surpassing greatness’ of His power to go through the trouble (2 Corinthians 4.7

).

How we respond to hardship reveals both our true character and our knowledge of God. It’s
easy to say, “I trust the Lord” when lifeis good, but unless we recognize that He is al'so
sovereign even in adversity, our praises will soon turn to complaints and self-pity. Surrendering
doesn’t seem like a way to advance through hardships, yet it’s essential. Otherwise, we may
find ourselves resisting the Lord’ s good purposes.

We serve a God who is worthy of our faith and confidence. Every trial is an opportunity for the
light of Christ to shine through us. It’s also one of the means He uses to mature our faith,
conform usto the likeness of His Son, and fulfill His unique plan for our life.

When we trust in the Lord’ s faithfulness and sufficiency, we'll choose to focus on Him,
knowing that temporary afflictions produce for us “an eternal weight of glory far beyond all
comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
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Exodus 2:11-15 MONDAY

The Lord had agreat calling in mind for Moses—to free more than 2,000,000 22
|sraelites from Egyptian bondage. And the future liberator seemed qualified for the

task. As Pharaoh’ s adopted grandson, he would have had accessto royal privilege,

power, and education.

But Moses also had a strong independent spirit that could get in the way of his obedience to the
Lord. God's plan required a broken spirit that would follow Him and rest on His divine power.

A big mistake—killing an Egyptian for beating aslave (Ex. 2:11-12)—was Moses opportunity
to learn this important lesson. Realizing the murder had been witnessed, he fled to the desert to
escape Pharaoh’ swrath. It was there that he came to the end of himself.

Like Moses, we're al born with atendency toward selfishness and stubbornness and want
things done our way. But God gives us opportunities to bring every area of our lifeto Him in
submission.
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Though few will be given atask on the scale of Moses', the Father has a calling in mind for
each believer. Whether His plan is that we raise a godly family, reach out to a neighbor, or run a
business with integrity and consideration, He wants us to do so in His power. To prepare us for
this work, He sometimes uses brokenness. That wouldn’t be our chosen method, but God knows
hardship is sometimes necessary to strip us of our selfish ways.

Do you want to achieve what God has planned for you to do? In humility, ask Him to bring any
brokenness that He deems necessary.
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