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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, September 16, 2018 - Maintaining Our Witnessin Trials

1 Peter 2:11-12 WEDNESDAY

Y ou are being watched. That’s always a good thing to remember as we interact 26
with people at work or in the community. How we respond to frustrations,

annoyances, difficulties, and temptations is a witness for Christianity, and the

last thing we want to do is misrepresent Christ.

Many times challenging situations arise unexpectedly. Therefore, it’s important that we prepare
ourselves beforehand—then we'll be equipped to display Christlikeness, and our witness will
not be derailed. To beready ...

Stay in God’'s Word. Knowing Scripture helps you view situations from God’ s perspective and
know how He would have you respond.

Pray. Challenge yourself to make prayer an immediate response to your problems. When you
bring your concerns to God, His peace will guard your heart and mind, which is a powerful
witness to awatching world (Phil. 4:6-7).


/blog.php?Id=uhbp&PostId=vb99
/blog.php?Id=uhbp&PostId=vb69
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/maintaining-our-witness-in-trials#
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/maintaining-our-witness-in-trials#

Trust and obey. When you rely on God' s promises, your peace and confidence in God will stand
out to those who are consumed with fear and anxiety.

Remember whose you are. Y ou belong to God and have been purchased by the precious blood
of Christ (1 Peter 1:17-19). Your lifeisadisplay of God’s grace, and your character, conduct,
and conversation should always reflect Christ.

Be gracious and kind to others. Don't let your own troubles erupt into anger and blame. Small
acts of kindness and aforgiving spirit are atremendous witness in aworld where such things
arerare.

Aggravations and problems seem like hindrances to us, but our response can change someone’s
lifeif it reflects the love of Jesus Christ.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, September 25, 2018 - God's Economy for Generosity

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 TUESDAY

When | was a boy, my mother and | had barely enough money for food, shelter, and 5
clothing, but that never stopped her from being generous. If one of my friends asked

for some food, she always gave him something to eat, even if it was only a piece of

bread. Asachild, | was afraid we wouldn’t have enough for ourselves, but my mother knew that
the Lord’ s economy works differently from that of the world.

Worldly wisdom says, “Get all you can, and do all you can to keep it,” but God’ s ways are the
opposite. In today’ s passage, Paul uses the natural laws of agriculture to teach us His principles
for generosity. Farmers know that sowing seed sparingly will not result in a big crop, but that’s
what some of us do when it comesto giving. We' d rather keep most of our seed in the barn just
to make sureit’s safe.

However, when we do this, we become like the man we read about in yesterday’ s parable—he
tried so hard to keep all he had and yet ended up with nothing of eternal value (Luke 12:15-21).
Living in God' s divine economy requires confident faith in His promises. As Christians, we
readily believe Him for our eternal salvation, so why are we sometimes reluctant to trust Him
with earthly things like money?

We are called to be vessels through whom the Father blesses His church and others. He has
promised to provide us with enough bread to eat and more seed to sow. When we learn His
ways and trust what He has written, He is glorified, and we reap a bountiful harvest of
righteousness.
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Daily Devotional - Monday, September 24, 2018 - The Tragedy of a Wasted Life
Luke12:15-21

24

Death isinevitable, but at times it surprises us. Perhaps you can relate because you
know someone who died unexpectedly.

Today’ s parable describes one such situation. It tells of aman who acquired comfort and wealth
but thought only of histime on earth. Death came without warning, and he could take nothing
with him. God called him afool for living focused only on himself.

Though rich in the world’ s eyes, the man had no relationship with God and hadn’t invested
anything in Christ’s kingdom. All the treasures he stored here were worthless once he died.
What's even worse is that without Jesus, he’ d be separated from God forever. Think about the
tragic waste of such alife.
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As| consider the choices this man made, two questions come to mind that are important for us
all to contemplate. First, if you were to die today, would you go to heaven? Salvation is afree
gift for those who trust in Jesus as the acceptable sacrifice for sin. He is the only way—no
excuses or even sincere beliefs in other ways will work. And Scripture teaches that when
believers die, they immediately find themselvesin the Lord’ s presence (2 Corinthians 5:8).

Second, what is your life accomplishing? Are you driven by selfish purposes, storing security
and wealth for yourself? Or is your motivation to further God’ s kingdom?

Like the man in this parable, we don’t know when we will die. We do know, however, that
death isinescapable. Dying is an unpleasant topic, but eternity is along time and worthy of our
attention. It’s definitely a wise investment to make sure of your salvation and to invest in God's
kingdom.
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Daily Devotional - Friday, September 21, 2018 - The Witness of God

Romans 1:16-23 FRIDAY

No oneis born an atheist or agnostic, “because that which is known about God is 2 1
evident within them” (Rom. 1:19). The Father has given every person an inborn

witness of His existence, but thisisn’t the only evidence given to mankind. Creation

itself testifies of God' sinvisible attributes, eternal power, and divine nature (Rom. 1:20).
However, it’ s possible to ignore or reject both the internal and external witnesses of God. When
that happens, the mind becomes progressively darker until it can no longer see the light of truth.

On hearing this, many believers react with concern for the multitudes who have never heard the
gospel. They wonder, How can people be saved if the only evidence they experience of the one
true God is the natural world and an inborn sense of Hisreality, which their culture may try to
deny or manipulate? Y et our text today says there isno excuse for anyone who rejects both
these witnesses (Rom. 1:20).

One thing we must remember is that God will be just, and we cannot claim to be more
righteous, compassionate, and merciful than He. We can trust that He will judge every person
rightly (Deut. 32:3-4). All people will be evaluated according to the truth they received, the
opportunities they had, and what they did with both: Did they believe or reject what God
revealed?

One thing we can know for certain is our part in the divine plan for unbelievers—Scriptureis
clear that we' re to be witnesses to as many as possible. Y ou have the opportunity to share the
gospel with people in your sphere of influence. That is God' s plan for the unreached.
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Daily Devotional - Thursday, September 20, 2018 - The Best Friend You'll Ever Have
John 15:12-17

Good friends are hard to find, and our busy schedules don’t help. Many people

don’t make time to cultivate meaningful friendships—are you possibly among

their number? If so, notice how Jesus prioritized time with His friends. He lived 20
closely with His disciples for three years and proved to be not only their Lord and

Savior but also the best friend they’ d ever had.

Unlike the disciples, we' ve never physically walked with Jesus, but this doesn’t exclude us from
His friendship. First 1 Peter 1:8 says, “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible
and full of glory.”
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Every person who trusts in Christ becomes His friend, and the ultimate proof of His unwavering
loveisthat He laid down Hislife for whoever would believe. Without the Savior’ s amazing act
of self-sacrifice, His disciples—along with every one of Hisfollowers since then—would have
been eternally lost and separated from the Lord forever.

Although Jesus is a unique friend unlike any other, we can learn much about friendship from
His example. He tells us to love one another as He has loved us, and His is a self-sacrificing
love that does what’ s best for the other person. Jesus was open and honest with His friends,
making known to them all that the Father had told Him.

What a comfort to know that though others may disappoint and abandon us, Christ always
remains afaithful, patient, and loving friend. And as we seek to emulate and obey Him, we will
become that same kind of friend to others.
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