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Prospective Students Are Invited to Attend Southeast
Show Me Days
SEPTEMBER 18TH 2018 BY DEE LOFLIN

Prospective Students Are Invited to Attend Southeast Show Me Days

Prospective students and their parents are invited to attend Show Me Day on Saturday,
Oct. 6, on the campus of Southeast Missouri State University.

“Show Me Day is an opportunity for individuals interested in Southeast to visit our
campus and see the wide variety of academic programs and services we offer,” said
Lenell Hahn, director of Admissions.

“Students can learn about Southeast’s admission process, meet with faculty from our
academic departments, and interact with current Southeast students,” Hahn said. “We are
thrilled to have students and parents here to explore and experience our vibrant and
growing campus community.  We want them to get as much information as possible
during the day so they feel confident when they choose Southeast.”

The day will begin with registration at 9:30 a.m. in the Show Me Center. Students are
then invited to browse through a Student Life Fair after they register from 9:30 a.m. to 10
a.m. The fair will allow prospective students to meet Southeast students and staff from
areas such as Campus Ministries, Career Services, Dining Services, Greek Life, Academic
Support Centers, Residence Life and the Jane Stephens Honors Program.

The day will officially begin at 10 a.m. with a presentation by the director of Admissions,
followed by an introduction of Southeast Admissions staff and student leaders.
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Prospective students will also have an opportunity to meet Southeast’s Redhawks mascot,
Rowdy.  Following the presentation, an Academic Fair will take place in the Student
Recreation Center East Gym and will feature informational displays of the University’s
various academic departments.

After participating in the Academic Fair, prospective students may attend presentations on
financing their education, living on campus, diversity and inclusion, and transferring to
Southeast. Show Me Day will conclude with a tour of campus and the opportunity to dine
during lunch in Towers Café.

“Southeast is fortunate to have award-winning dining facilities, and we want our guests to
experience the quality and value offered to our students,” Hahn said.

Students interested in learning more about Southeast can visit a number of special events
from 1–3 p.m. These will include open house events for the Holland College of Arts and
Media, Harrison College of Business and Computing, Department of History and
Anthropology, Sport Management, Jane Stephens Honors Program, Rust Center for
Media, and the Catapult Creative House. Tours of River Campus and Greek Hill also will
follow lunch.

To register for the event, visit semo.edu/showmeday. For more information, please
contact Madison Muschinske, special events ambassador, in the Office of Admissions at
(573) 651-5945 or showmeday@semo.edu.
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Ceremony Marks Opening of NPHC Plaza at SEMO
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Ceremony Marks Opening of NPHC Plaza at SEMO

A ceremony Aug. 16 marked the opening of a new National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) Plaza at Southeast Missouri State University.

The Plaza, located on the north end of Parker Field, recognizes Southeast’s eight
historically African-American fraternities and sororities, including Alpha Phi Alpha, Iota
Phi Theta, Omega Psi Phi and Phi Beta Sigma fraternities and Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta
Sigma Theta, Sigma Gamma Rho and Zeta Phi Beta sororities.

The NPHC Plaza provides Southeast’s NPHC chapters with a voice and more prominent
presence on campus, while also providing a greenspace for student recreation and events,
said Dr. Carlos Vargas, Southeast president.

The plaza design features markers with information about each of the eight NPHC
chapters recognized at Southeast, highlighting the work of NPHC students and alumni on
the Southeast campus. The black Greek-Letter organizations are known as The Divine
Nine, or D9, referencing the first nine fraternities and sororities founded between 1906
and 1963 for African American men and women. The Plaza showcases eight of the Divine
9 organizations recognized at Southeast. These organizations were originally created to
unite African-American students with common core ideas and principles.

“We are very proud of our NPHC chapters and the contributions they have made not only
to this campus, but also to this community through their public service,” Vargas said. “It
is only fitting that today we recognize those contributions through the grand opening of
this beautiful plaza which will, for years to come, serve as a gathering area for our future
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students.”

http://1mxixh1xnqe1d55pkpkf9i1b.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/NPHC-Plaza-Cox-768x512.jpg 768w,
http://1mxixh1xnqe1d55pkpkf9i1b.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/NPHC-Plaza-Cox-1024x683.jpg 1024w,
http://1mxixh1xnqe1d55pkpkf9i1b.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/NPHC-Plaza-Cox-600x400.jpg 600w" sizes="(max-width:
300px) 100vw, 300px" width="300" height="200" />Vargas congratulated members of
NPHC who were instrumental from the first steps of the project through to completion.

“The design of the Plaza was developed from the requests of students in Southeast’s
NPHC organizations. They shared with the University examples of plots and gardens at
other colleges and universities that highlighted the presence of NPHC organizations on
those campuses,” Vargas said.

Dr. Bruce Skinner, associate vice president for student life, said the NPHC Plaza would
not have been possible without the leadership and vision of Andrea Cox, Southeast
alumna and past NPHC president.

“Every accomplishment starts with a decision,” said Cox, who highlighted the importance
of the initial decision made to recognize Southeast’s NPHC chapters at Southeast.

“We finally have accomplished what we worked so hard for,” she said. “NPHC members
have a place to call home,” and alumni can now return to the campus to reminisce about
“where it all started.”

Jaleea Hudson-Wilson, current NPHC president, said, when she first arrived as a new
student at Southeast, she discovered Southeast’s NPHC organizations had little
representation on campus. She said the new plaza will be useful for new member
presentations, Greek Stroll Off and chapter showcases. She said the plaza will serve as a
platform to grow new members, host alumni events and build better connections to all-
Greek councils.

Vargas credited the firms responsible for making the NPHC Plaza vision a reality. SWT
Design of St. Louis, a landscape architecture firm, developed the design. Nip Kelley
Equipment Company of Cape Girardeau served as general contractor. KT Power Systems
of Cape Girardeau provided electrical work, and Kiefner Brothers, Inc., of Cape
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Girardeau completed the concrete work. Engraphix Architectural Signage, Inc., of St.
Louis provided the signage and plaques. Southeast’s Facilities Management coordinated
the design development and bidding of the project and managed the construction. In
addition, Facilities Management grounds crews installed an irrigation system, sod and
plantings.

An official ribbon-cutting ceremony is planned for 11 a.m. Oct. 13 at part of Southeast’s
Homecoming festivities.
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New Black Gum Tree Planted at Cardiac Hill

A new black gum tree was planted atop Cardiac Hill at Southeast Missouri State
University Aug. 3, beginning a new chapter in the life of the iconic gum tree.
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The new Nyssa sylvatica ‘Wildfire,’ which is native to this area, was planted at the
intersection of Cheney Drive, North Pacific Street and Alta Vista Drive, and replaces a
former red bud tree, affectionately known as the “gum tree” by countless generations of
students and alumni. The red bud tree came down May 25 during high winds in an
afternoon storm.

The new ‘Wildfire’ accentuates the school color – red. The black gum produces red fall
foliage and new red growth in the spring.

Over the past few months, a “Grow a New Gum Tree” crowd-funding campaign raised
$1,850 to help purchase the new tree, thanks to generous contributions from alumni,
students, friends and community members. Those still interested in contributing to the
cause may do so at impact.semo.edu/campaigns/grow-a-new-gum-tree/.

The gum tree has been a tradition at Southeast for decades. It is believed to have gotten its
start in the 1960s when chewing gum was prohibited in Southeast classes. Students living
in the Towers residence hall complex would climb Cardiac Hill on their way to academic
buildings on the south campus and were said to have placed their chewing gum on the
tree’s trunk before entering class. The original gum tree died in the late 1980s and was
replaced with the red bud tree that snapped during the May storm. The new Nyssa
sylvatica ‘Wildfire’ is the third “gum tree” on campus.

Dr. Sven Svenson, professor of agriculture in Southeast’s Department of Agriculture and
the Charles Nemanick Alternative Agriculture Garden and vice chair of the City of Cape
Girardeau Tree Board, said chewed gum attached to the tree’s trunk is not considered
hazardous to its health. In fact, chewed gum had already been added to the new tree’s
trunk less than two hours after it had been planted, he said.

Svenson planted the new tree and was instrumental in the selection of the black gum. The
new container-grown tree came from a nursery in McMinnville, Tenn., since no Missouri
nurseries had large black gum trees available.

He said the previous red bud tree, Cercis canadensis, had suffered from heart rot for a
number of years prior to the May storm. Svenson said the previous tree’s health may have
been impacted by its surroundings – a driveway, a parking lot and sidewalk, making it
subject to runoff, including salt used to treat these surfaces during winter conditions.



The new black gum planted Friday grows slowly and produces a deep root system,
making the new tree less likely to interrupt the existing sidewalk as the tree grows. The
species also is resistant to salty soils. Svenson said the top 18 inches of salt-intruded soil
along with 100 pounds of concrete chunks and numerous rocks were removed from the
planting bed. A soil column (‘hole’) was dug as deep as possible and the remaining soil
was amended with campus compost.

The compost was made at the Nemanick Garden composting facility from Hutson
Greenhouse waste, campus landscape waste, coffee grounds from campus Starbucks
operations and kitchen preparation waste from Chartwells. A weed mat was installed to
slow soil infiltration and create drainage below the planter bed, allowing the new tree’s
roots to grow deeper and in an effort to promote overall long-term tree health. A boundary
curb will be installed at a later date to discourage infiltration of the planter bed from salt-
treated sidewalks.
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Kicks Off Aug. 16
AUGUST 07TH 2018 BY DEE LOFLIN

Welcome New Redhawks! Opening Week 2018 Kicks Off Aug. 16

Southeast Missouri State University will welcome its newest Redhawks to the fold to
begin the 2018-2019 academic year during Opening Week 2018 festivities beginning
Aug. 16.

New and returning students will find the recently completed National Pan-Hellenic
Council Plaza, a greenspace for student recreation and events and recognition of
Southeast’s NPHC chapters on Parker Field; the new Southeast Support Network, an
innovative, far-reaching student success network available this fall to help guide students
on the path to success as they manage their college career; and the launch of an academic
reorganization with realigned colleges and departments, creating synergies that better
serve students.

Thursday, Aug. 16

Opening Week begins with Move-In Day on Thursday, Aug. 16. Students report to the
Student Recreation Center, where they can pick up their room keys and begin checking
into their residence hall rooms. Early Bird Move-In begins at 6 a.m., followed by New
Student Move-In with assigned times starting at 8 a.m. More than 1,000 upper-class
student volunteers will be on hand throughout the day to welcome new students and help
move their belongings into their rooms.

“Moving in is a big transition, and campus staff and student volunteers are all here to help
guide new students every step of the way and welcome them home,” said Katie Foshee,
assistant director for New Student Programs in the Office of Admissions. “Our wonderful
Residence Life staff has been preparing for this day for months to provide them with an
experience that is organized, efficient and fun.”

Foshee encourages students to label all their belongings with their name, building and
room number. This ensures items get to the right location and also helps if something gets
separated so staff can easily reunite students with their personal effects.

In the evening, all new students will have a meeting in their residence halls with their
resident assistant and hall director to introduce them to on-campus living.



At 7 p.m., the official opening ceremony for the new National Pan-Hellenic Council Plaza
on Parker Field will introduce students to the space, the eight historically African-
American fraternities and sororities recognized at Southeast to which the space is
dedicated, and to the new outdoor gathering area for their entire campus community.

A Move-In Bash is planned for 8-10 p.m. on Parker Field, and all students are invited.

“This is a great event to meet new people and start getting really comfortable on our
campus,” Foshee said. “Students are encouraged to introduce themselves to students from
other residence halls, reconnect with others they met at FirstSTEP Orientation or
CampRedhawk, and join our returning students from several student organizations for an
evening of fun, music and activities to kick off the year.”

Friday, Aug. 17

Beginning at 7 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 17, students who have not attended a First STEP
Orientation will have the opportunity to attend the last 2018 session and register for
classes before the fall 2018 semester begins.

Students living off-campus are invited to attend Commute and Connect! and pick up a
free Southeast T-shirt and Engage in 8! booklet at 10:45 a.m. in the Show Me Center
lobby.

“Even if students are living off-campus, we want to help them get involved right away,”
Foshee said. “Maybe they need help connecting to Southeast’s Wi-Fi or need to know
where to pick up their parking pass before the first day of classes – whatever their need,
staff and students will be there to welcome them and answer questions.”

Welcome Convocation, the signature Opening Week event for all new students, begins at
11 a.m. in the Show Me Center. It’s the one time all students entering Southeast in fall
2018 will be together. Incoming students should be sure to wear the free T-shirt they
receive during Residence Hall Check-In or at Commute and Connect! and grab a lunch as
they arrive. Welcome Convocation encourages students to get excited about Southeast
through giveaways, contests, interactive games and spirited activities. At noon, Southeast
President Carlos Vargas and Student Government President Matt Rolwing will address
the incoming class.



“Convocation really jumpstarts the semester off right for new students,” Foshee said.
“They’ll get great advice, hear some terrific stories and be motivated to spread their wings
and soar into their semester.”

Following will be Southeast 101 sessions during which students can connect with faculty
and staff, and their Opening Week leader.

“At SE101 they get to meet a current student and faculty or staff member who will give
them information and tips about life on campus and advice on how to navigate the first
two weeks of the semester,” Foshee said.

From 3- 4:30 p.m., students will break into their respective colleges and hear from the
dean of their college as well as interact with faculty members from their departments.

“This is a key, first experience for new students to connect with their academic program,”
Foshee said. “It’s a great opportunity to interact with the faculty, staff and other students
that will be their academic support network. They will hear about exciting programs and
organizations that exist within their college to help them build their resume over the next
four years. Launching their career starts from day one.”

At 4:30 p.m., new students will gather at Houck Stadium for their first Southeast family
portrait.

At 7 p.m., students are invited to participate in a Southeast tradition, the annual Ice Cream
Pig Out sponsored by the Student Government Association (SGA) in the Student
Recreation Center. This all-you-can-eat event offers ice cream, friends and fun.

Following the Ice Cream Pig Out, new students are invited to join the Interfraternity
Council and Panhellenic Council for some free food and conversation at the Meet the
Greeks Party hosted at Parker Field at 9 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 18

Saturday offers a full day of festivities to welcome students. Morning events include
choral ensemble auditions, yoga and yogurt with Recreation Services, and crafting with
Southeast Serves. In the afternoon, students may participate in the Handcrafter’s
Showcase from noon-4 p.m. at the Rosemary Berkel and Harry L. Crisp II Museum at
Southeast’s River Campus, or Dec Your Dorm from 3-5 p.m. in the University Center
where crafty ideas come to life as students use their creativity to give their new room a



special flair.

An Education Majors Welcome Picnic, sponsored by the Department of Elementary,
Early and Special Education and the Department of Leadership, Middle and Secondary
Education, also is planned, inviting all freshman education majors from all areas of study
to play kickball, get information about student organizations, enjoy free food and meet
faculty and staff.

Also scheduled during the afternoon and evening are yard games with the Jane Stephens
Honors Program, an LGBTQ+ Resource Center Reception, an event to introduce the First
Year Leadership Program (FyLP) and events hosted by student organizations.

Students are invited to learn about the multitude of opportunities offered outside the
classroom at a Student Involvement Fair from 5-6:30 p.m. in the University Center. Many
student organizations will have information booths, and groups will showcase their
talents.

“The University Center will be jam-packed with student leaders who are eager to share
the groups that enhance the campus experience,” Foshee said. “More than 100 groups will
be present — from co-curricular organizations and honor societies, to sport clubs and
special interest groups. There’s something for everyone!”

Closing out events Saturday, the Student Activities Council will sponsor a welcome back
movie, “Black Panther,” at 9 p.m. in the Forrest H. Rose Theatre, located in Grauel
Building.

Sunday, Aug. 19

On Sunday, Aug. 19, tours of campus will be offered with Opening Week Leaders at 2
and 3 p.m. Interested students should bring their class schedule and meet at the Kala M.
Stroup Fountain in front of Kent Library.

New or returning transfer students are encouraged to stop by for food, games and prizes,
and the chance to connect with other transfer students at the Transfer Student Welcome
hosted at the Donald G. and Gloria King LaFerla Hall from 3-4 p.m.

Highlighting Sunday’s events will be the annual Welcome Back Picnic from 4-6 p.m. in
the Show Me Center. The picnic offers food and freebies from Cape Girardeau businesses
and organizations, University departments and student organizations, and will be a



wonderful kickoff to the fall semester.

Foshee reminds students to pick up their textbooks at Textbook Rental before classes
begin at 8 a.m. on Monday, Aug. 20. Textbook Rental, located on the first floor of Kent
Library, and Southeast Bookstore, located on the first floor of the University Center, will
offer extended hours during opening weekend. Hours will be: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 18; 1-4
p.m. Aug. 19; and 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. on Aug. 20-22. Students must have their Redhawks
ID and schedule to check out textbooks.

Parking Services will also offer extended hours over the weekend for students who are
commuting or returning to campus, or who are residential but hadn’t purchased a permit
in advance. Hours will be 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 18 and 1-4 p.m. Aug. 19; before returning
to normal business hours on Monday, Aug. 20.

Monday, Aug. 20

On Monday, Aug. 20, and Tuesday, Aug. 21, Welcome Back Tents will be stationed at
various campus locations beginning at 7:30 a.m., offering students a map, water and
snacks before heading to class.

For more information on Opening Week, contact Foshee at (573) 651-5166 or
kfoshee@semo.edu. Visit http://www.semo.edu/nsp/openingweek/ for a Countdown to
Convocation with links to all the week’s events, faculty advice, tips from upperclassmen
and a bucket list of places to explore as a part of the Southeast experience.

Students also are encouraged to download the Southeast app to see Southeast’s “Engage
in 8!” activities, a complete listing of events offered on campus during the first eight
weeks of the semester.

“Campus comes back to life during Opening Week. Faculty, staff and the student
community cannot wait for our new class to join us and look forward to supporting them
in their journey,” Foshee said.
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SEMO Students Time to Get Your Parking Permits!!!

Southeast Missouri State University students may begin registering for 2018-2019
parking permits at 8 a.m. July 9.

At that time, students may apply online at http://portal.semo.edu or, for students who do
not have access to the internet, application can be made by calling Parking Services at
(573) 651-2310.  Students should apply using only one method.

The application period for the preferred lottery, a system based on student seniority to
determine distribution of the preferred decals, will close at 4 p.m. Friday, July 27. After
this date, registration for perimeter, evening only and employee permits will remain open.
This is the only application period for the preferred parking lottery and lottery
applications will not be accepted after the July 27 closing date.  Because distribution of
the preferred decals is assigned using a lottery, the time at which a student applies does
not affect the chances of getting preferred parking. Likewise, the method used to apply
does not affect selection in the lottery.  Applications are placed in the lottery and sorted
according to student seniority.
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New this year, parking registration will not be associated with tuition pre-payment, thanks
to changes by Parking Services and Student Financial Services at Southeast. Previously,
students had to pay their account balance in full, cover their balance by guaranteed
financial aid or make their first installment payment before the close of the registration
period to be included in the parking lottery.

This change, however, only affects the parking lottery. To remain enrolled in courses,
students still need to have enough financial aid to cover their balance, set up a payment
plan with the first installment made, or a make an out-of-pocket payment for the balance
amount, by the due date of July 27.

The preferred permit lottery will be conducted and preferred decals will be assigned on
Aug. 1. Students can determine preferred permit assignment by checking their online
billing summary via the student portal after Aug. 2.

Preferred parking decals will be assigned into these allotments:

    55 percent will be distributed to students with 90 or more hours.
    30 percent will go to students with 60 to 89 hours.
    15 percent will be distributed to students with 30 to 59 hours.

Students who apply for preferred permits but are not drawn in the lottery may choose to
be placed on a waiting list.  Students must choose and accept perimeter parking as an
alternate permit type to be automatically added to the preferred permit waiting list. 
 Students will be placed on the waiting list based upon cumulative hours and will receive
a perimeter decal to use until the time they become eligible for preferred parking from the
waiting list.  Eligibility is determined as space in preferred parking lots becomes
available. When space becomes available students will be contacted by University email.

Students who are not drawn in the lottery and who decline a perimeter parking permit will
not be added to a preferred parking waiting list and will no longer be eligible for a
preferred permit for the 2018-2019 academic year.

Two or more individuals who ride together and arrive and depart the campus at the same
time may purchase a carpool permit. To purchase a carpool permit, students should not
apply for the preferred parking lottery or for perimeter parking. Requests for carpool
permits should be made in person at the Parking Services office after Aug. 13. Each
member of the carpool must be present at the time of application.



Commuter and resident students may pick up their decals at the Parking Services office,
1401 N. Sprigg Street (in front of the Show Me Center) beginning Aug. 13. For one day
only, during residence hall move-in Thursday, Aug. 16, resident students will pick up
their permits from the Student Recreation Center adjacent to the Show Me Center.

Summer hours for Parking Services are 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Monday–Friday. Beginning the
week of Aug. 13, Parking Services returns to fall business hours and will be open 7:30
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday–Thursday and 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday. Parking Services will
be open between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. the weekend of Saturday, Aug. 18, and Sunday, Aug.
19.

Parking fees for the 2018-2019 year are:

    $190 for preferred decals
    $140 for perimeter decals
    $75 for evening only decals, which are valid only after 4 p.m.
    $255 for carpool permits
    $75 for a motorcycle or scooter without the purchase of a motor vehicle permit
    $25 for a motorcycle or scooter with the purchase of a motor vehicle permit
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