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A seed that is not planted will never produce a crop. So Jesus used a seed to 18
illustrate why He had to die in order to bring many people to glory. He was teaching

aprinciple that’s also truein our lives: If our ambition isto remain isolated,

protected, and comfortable, we'll never bear the fruit God desires. It'sin dying to self and being
broken of pride and self-sufficiency that we become fruitful and useful to the Lord.

Brokenness is one of the means God uses to mature His children. In that process, we may find
ourselves challenged in:

Circumstances that cripple our self-sufficiency.
Areas in which we are not submissive to Him.
Thetiming of His plans.

If we refuse to be re-formed and instead cling to whatever God wants us to release, then how
can He use us for His kingdom? Just like the single, unbroken grain of wheat, we will remain
unproductive.
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With so much at stake, why do we still resist His process of breaking us down? The problem is
usually our shortsighted desires. It’ s difficult to let go of things or relationships or hobbies we
enjoy even when we know they are stunting our spiritual growth. We prefer to take the path of
least resistance and hope God will bless us anyway.

Don't be distracted by short-term happiness—that isn’t the road to maturity that God has
prepared for you. An abundance of fruitfulness awaits you if you'll release your grip and let
Him do whatever it takes to get you there.
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