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John 1:29-34
When John the Baptist saw Jesus approaching, he declared Christ to be the Lamb of God.

This concept was familiar to the Israglites, since their law required blood offerings as atonement
for sin (Lev. 17:11). Jesus became our sacrificial Lamb, paying once for all the sin debt owed
by mankind (1 Peter 3:18). His death secured forgiveness and eternal life for everyone who
trusts Him as Savior. With regard to salvation, nothing elseis required or acceptable to God.

Jesus was the one who set things right between the Father and man. He died to bring us ...

Redemption. Thiswas aword that was used to describe a marketplace transaction—one that
buys back something of value. All humanity was in bondage to sin and unable to pay the
penalty (Rom. 6:23). Asour sacrificial lamb, Jesus willingly died in our place and with His
blood, redeemed us for His Father (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Forgiveness. As God' s adopted children, we have been saved by the blood of Christ and
pardoned for our transgressions. The penalty for our actions has been fully paid. So at the
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moment of salvation, guilt for all of our sins—past, present, and future—is wiped away.

Meditate on what the Savior did at Calvary. Asthe sacrificial Lamb, Jesus exchanged Hislife
for ours and gave it up to pay what we owed. His death redeemed us, secured our forgiveness,
and gave us a permanent place in God’'s family. Thank You, Jesus, for bringing redemption!
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Deuteronomy 32:1-4

Can you think of asituation in your life that felt like an exception to the promises of Scripture?
In today’ s passage, Moses declares that the Lord isfaithful and all His ways are just, but we
have all been in circumstances that seemed wrong and unfair. And because God did not
intervene, we' ve struggled to reconcile our experience with Moses' statement about Him.

The Scriptures are filled with examples of godly people who faced hardships that seemed totally
unfair. For example, Joseph was sold as a slave, David was hunted by King Saul, and Paul
suffered with a“thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

Situations like these can cause us to question whether God is good and just. If left to fester in
our minds, these doubts may give way to discouragement. We can easily start thinking, What's
the use of serving the Lord? Look at what it’ s gotten me—suffering!

I’ s important to remember that what we know about God from His Word is more accurate than
what we feel. Scripture tells us that God is good and just, so we can know with certainty that He
has a fantastic purpose for usin whatever we experience.

The Lord allows each of usto face some trials that we won't understand to our satisfaction this
side of heaven. Our job is not to comprehend everything He does and permitsin our lives, but to
know how to respond. He'll make al things right in eternity. In the meantime, trust the solid
Rock when all else is shaky.
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Acts 10:42-43

Have you ever been required to appear in court before ajudge? Even if your only offense was a
parking or speeding ticket, the courtroom experience can be very intimidating. Y our wrong
cannot be undone, and you must give an account for your actions and accept whatever
consequences the judge decrees.

There will come a day when every human being will be required to stand before the Judge of
the universe. At that point, there’ s no turning back, no chance to start over. We will each be
held accountable by almighty God for our choices and actionsin thislife.

If you've trusted in Jesus, you will appear before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians
5:10). Thisisn't ajudgment of your sins, because they were judged when God' s wrath was
poured out on His Son at Calvary. Since the Savior has already secured your eternal destiny,
you will stand before God, clothed in Christ’s righteousness. The purpose of thisjudgment is
evaluation of your works to determine if they are worthless or deserving of areward.

The Great White Throne Judgment is reserved for people who have rejected Jesus as Savior (
Revelation 20:11-15). The works they have done will be evaluated according to God' s record
books. Since their names are not written in the book of life, their eternal destination will be the
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|ake of fire.

Although no one can avoid being judged, the good news is that you have a choice regarding
which judgment seat you will appear before. But the only time you can make that choiceisin
this lifetime. Once your earthly life ends, your destiny is set.
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Psychologists refer to a phenomenon known as dissociation to describe a mental state in which
someone inhabits two worlds simultaneously. Many of us might have experienced thisin its
mildest form while driving. Our thoughts drift, and we fly right by our exit, traveling many
miles before we recognize our mistake.

As Christians, we sometimes suffer from spiritual dissociation. With good intentions, we open
our Bibles and begin reading only to realize several verseslater that we have no idea what we
just read. Although God was speaking, we failed to hear His voice. Usually, this situation can be
easily remedied by rereading with focused concentration, but there are other times when we fail
to hear God for more serious reasons.

Sometimes an inability to hear the Lord is simply the result of spiritual immaturity, but it could
also indicate a perilous state of spiritual indifference or, worse still, rebellion. In that state, we
run the risk of becoming like the man who hardens his neck after much reproof and is suddenly
broken beyond remedy (Prov. 29:1).

Let’s not make it difficult for God to get through to us. He's aloving Father who keeps
speaking in order to turn us away from evil and direct us back to Himself. Hisgoal isto
transform us from stubborn children needing firm control to mature followers who can be
counseled merely by aword or a nudge from Him. The more receptive we become to His
instructions, the more we'll experience His lovingkindness and the joy of obedience and
righteousness.
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Hebrews 2:1-3

Regularly gathering in the house of the Lord with brothers and sistersin Christ provides an
anchor of support and accountability. But skipping church in order to pursue other interests
usually indicates a believer has begun to drift away from God. L ess apparent are the men and
women who mentally skip the worship service. The act of attending means nothing unless we
make a deliberate decision to receive God' s Word and apply it to our life. Asthe writer of
Hebrews warned, if we do not pay attention to what we have heard, we will drift away from it
(Heb. 2:1).

However, Sunday morning is not the only time for nourishing our heart and mind with
principles and encouragement from the Bible. We should be in its pages every day, reading and
meditating for ourselves. When our interest in what God has to say decreases, we are aready
slipping out into troublesome waters. The only way to keep our way pureis by following His
Word (Psalm 119:9).

A fading prayer life often accompanies neglected Bible reading. Prayer isthe way believers
communicate with the Navigator. If we stop talking with Him, the God who once seemed so
close will soon feel far away. That chasm in our spirit is one more sign that we're far from shore
and safety.
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I’ ve watched many a captain guide his cruise ship through a narrow channel. The crew members
are intensely focused on their tasks because drifting means disaster. Lifeisfull of narrow
channels to navigate. We cannot afford to drift away from God and His Word. Only He can
bring us safely through.
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