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2 Peter 2:1-3; 2 Peter 2:18-22

Spiritual dangers are all around, but God has given believers a“spiritual security system.” He's
also provided godly shepherds in the church to protect the flock from spiritual predators.

These predators are fal se teachers who exploit the ignorance of immature believers. They also
hunt down people with unresolved guilt and use phony remedies in an attempt to soothe
CONSCi ences.

Churchgoers who fail to confess and forsake sin according to Scripture are highly susceptible to
such trickery. Also at risk are those who know about Jesus and religious practices but are not
genuinely saved—they might even be baptized church members, but unless they have the Holy
Spirit, they cannot discern truth or live holy lives.

Thankfully, God has provided away for believers to avoid these dangerous spiritual potholes.
First and foremost, we have to saturate our mind continually with God's Word. In so doing, we
will eventually develop a mental filter that reacts in alarm when something fal se comes our
way. In this manner, we become rooted and grounded in the truth.
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Christians aso have the indwelling Holy Spirit, who gives understanding of God’s Word,
directs our way, and enables us to distinguish truth from error. He educates our conscience to
provide timely warnings when we start down the wrong path.

The Lord has provided everything we need to avoid deception, but our spiritual security system
will protect us only if it iswell tuned with the Word of God and obedient to His Spirit.
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