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Begin Applying July 1 for MDC Managed Deer Hunts

Beginning July 1, deer hunters can apply online through the Missouri Department of
Conservation’s (MDC) website for a shot at more than 100 managed deer hunts
throughout the state for archery, muzzleloading, and modern firearms from mid-
September through mid-January at conservation areas, state and other parks, national
wildlife refuges, and other public areas. Some managed hunts are held specifically for
youth or for people with disabilities.

The managed deer hunt application period is July 1 - 31. Hunters are selected by a
weighted random drawing. Draw results will be available Sept. 1 through Jan. 15.
Applicants who are drawn will receive area maps and other hunt information by mail.

Get more information on managed deer hunts, preview hunt details, and apply starting
July 1 at mdc.mo.gov/managedhunt.

Details about managed hunts can also be found in MDC's "2018 Fall Deer & Turkey
Hunting Regulations and Information" booklet available starting in early July at MDC
offices and nature centers, from permit vendors around the state, and online at
mdc.mo.gov. 
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Public Input Sought for Otter Slough Conservation Area

Public input sought for Otter Slough Conservation Area
The Otter Slough CA management plan is open for public review until June 30.

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) is in the multi-year process of updating
Conservation Area Management Plans, and is seeking public input on how the Otter
Slough Conservation Area (CA) is important to Missourians. The Otter Slough CA
management plan is open for public review until June 30.

MDC invites comments from recreational users, neighboring landowners, conservation
groups, elected officials, government agencies, and other interested persons or groups. To
make a comment on this area plan, go online to www.mdc.mo.gov/areaplans.
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MDC manages nearly 1,000 conservation areas covering almost one million public acres
throughout the state for the purpose of restoring and conserving fish, forest and wildlife
resources, and for providing appropriate public use, research and demonstration areas.

Conservation Area Management Plans document strategies for natural resource
management and public use on specific conservation areas. Area plans also help
communicate an area’s purpose and management direction to staff and interested citizens.

“It’s important that citizens have a chance to provide their input to their conservation
areas,” said Matt Bowyer, MDC’s Southeast Region Wildlife Supervisor. “We provide a
service by managing these areas and we strive to develop quality habitat to promote
wildlife health as well as outdoor opportunities for Missourians.”

Conservation Area Management Plans do not address regulations on hunting, fishing and
other area uses, which are set by the Conservation Commission and enforced under the
Wildlife Code of Missouri.

Area plans are currently posted on the MDC website and available at MDC offices for
public comment for a limited time.
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Get hooked on fishing with MDC Free Fishing Days June 9th and 10th

Get hooked on fishing with MDC Free Fishing Days June 9 and 10
During Free Fishing Days, anyone may fish in Missouri without having to buy a permit.

Missouri -  Want some free fun that gets family and friends outside in nature? Get hooked
on fishing with the Missouri Department of Conservation's (MDC) Free Fishing Days
June 9 and 10. During Free Fishing Days, anyone may fish in the Show-Me State without
having to buy a fishing permit, trout permit, or trout park daily tag.

Aside from not needing permits, other fishing regulations remain in effect, such as limits
on size and number of fish an angler may keep. Special permits may still be required at
some county, city, or private fishing areas. Trespass laws remain in effect on private
property.

Conservation makes Missouri a great place to fish, and Free Fishing Days encourages
people to sample the state's abundant fishing opportunities. Missouri has more than a
million acres of surface water, and most of it provides great fishing. More than 200
different fish species are found in Missouri, with more than 20 of them being game fish
for the state's more than 1.1 million anglers.
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Squirrel and Black Bass Seasons Open Memorial Day weekend

Squirrel and black bass seasons open Memorial Day weekend
Buy permits from vendors, online, or through MDC MO Hunting and MO Fishing apps.

Missouri -  Memorial Day weekend brings an extra-special celebration for squirrel
hunters and bass anglers in Missouri. The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC)
reminds them that the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, May 26, marks the opening of
both squirrel season statewide and catch-and-keep bass season in most streams south of
the Missouri River.

SQUIRRELS

Hunters can pursue fox squirrels and gray squirrels from May 26 through Feb. 15, 2019,
with rifles, shotguns, and other legal firearms methods, along with archery equipment,
slingshots, or atlatls. The daily limit for hunting and trapping is 10 with a possession limit
of 20. Valid permits for squirrel hunting are: Archery Hunting, Daily Small Game, Small
Game Hunting and Fishing, and Small Game Hunting.

Hunters with valid permits can also take squirrels with cage-type traps. Traps must be
plainly labeled on a durable material with the user's full name and address, or
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conservation number. Squirrel traps must have openings measuring 144 square inches or
less, for instance, 12 inches by 12 inches. Hunters must attend their traps daily. The same
regulations apply to rabbits and groundhogs during their respective seasons.

Get more information on squirrel hunting from MDC's 2018 Summary of Missouri
Hunting and Trapping Regulations, available where permits are sold, or online at
huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/squirrel

BLACK BASS

The black bass catch-and-keep season applies to most streams south of the Missouri River
for largemouth, smallmouth, and spotted or Kentucky bass and runs from May 26 to Feb.
28, 2019. Anglers may catch and release these species legally all year, anywhere in the
state. They may keep legal-sized bass caught from impoundments and some rivers and
streams all year long, statewide. In most of the state's waters, the daily limit on black bass
is six. Black bass taken from rivers and streams must be at least 12 inches long in most
areas. Additional specific regulations may apply to specific waters or areas. Anglers must
have a valid fishing permit or be exempt.
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Young Turkey Hunters harvest 1,723 Birds During Youth Weekend

Young turkey hunters harvest 1,723 birds during youth weekend
Top harvest counties were Franklin, Miller, and Maries.

According to preliminary data from Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), young
turkey hunters harvested 1,723 turkeys during the 2018 spring youth season, April 7-8.
Top harvest counties were Franklin with 51 turkeys harvested, Miller with 43, and Maries
with 43.

Young hunters checked a little over 4,000 turkeys during last year’s youth weekend.

MDC’s Turkey Biologist, Jason Isabelle, says the drop in harvest can be attributed mostly
to unseasonably cold temperatures this weekend and for much of spring thus far.

“Weather was the biggest contributing factor to this year’s low youth turkey season
harvest,” Isabelle said. “Temperatures that were well-below average probably made it
difficult for young hunters to spend as much time hunting this past weekend as they
would have with more seasonal temperatures.”

Isabelle also notes that in addition to cold temperatures this weekend, spring has been
slow to get here this year causing turkeys to be a little behind schedule as far as the winter
flock break-up.

“When turkeys are still flocked up as they are in much of the state right now, it can make
for some very challenging hunting,” he said. “With warmer temperatures in the forecast,
hunting conditions should be much more favorable for the upcoming regular spring turkey
season.”
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