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Colossians 2:1-8

Do you remember what it was like when you got saved? Y ou probably didn’t know much about
the Bible, but you knew your life had changed forever. Y our guilt was gone, and heaven was
now your eternal destiny. The newness of salvation prompted you to want to tell whoever would
listen to what had happened to you.

In time, however, we tend to settle down in our Christian life, get involved in church, and
maybe even start to take our salvation for granted. Although we love and serve Jesus faithfully,
we may be more interested in what the Bible says about how we'reto live than we are about the
beliefs that form the foundation of our faith.

In Colossians, Paul emphasi zes the importance of stability in our faith—stability that results
from “the rich experience of knowing Christ with real certainty and clear understanding” (Col.
2:2 TLB). Knowing what Scripture says about the essentials of our faith guards us from
deception. When we're firmly rooted, built up, and established in biblical teachings, we'll
recognize when fal se teachers offer messages that don’t align with God’ s Word. However,
unless we know what we believe and why we hold these beliefs, we could become prime targets
for cults that specialize in adding just enough truth to error to make their message seem
believable.
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Can you defend your faith? Do you know what the Bible teaches about Jesus, salvation, and the
essentials of Christianity? Knowing the truth about these things protects you from deception and
also allows you to knowledgeably share the message of salvation with others.
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