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Former Dexter Resident Chosen for At-Large Position on Economic Development Board

Brian Thompson, president and chief executive officer of Lebanon Regional Economic
Development, Inc. (Lebanon-REDI) and a former Dexter resident, was selected last week
by statewide peers to serve as an at-large director on the Missouri Economic Development
Council (MEDC) Board of Directors.

MEDC is the authoritative voice on economic development and related issues in Missouri.
A statewide, nonprofit association of economic development professionals and
community leaders, MEDC has been the unified voice of Missouri economic developers
since 1979. Each year, MEDC members select 14 district directors representing seven
sub-regions of the state and three at-large directors to serve in positions representing the
state of Missouri overall. Thompson served two years as a co-director for District 6,
comprised of 26 counties in southwest Missouri, prior to his statewide appointment.

“I am humbled that my peers from throughout the state of Missouri have chosen me to
serve as an at-large director for MEDC,” said Thompson. “Lebanon and Laclede County
have benefited from representation on the MEDC board for several years and I am truly
honored to continue this tradition in a different role as an at-large director.”

MEDC drives economic growth through program initiatives and alliances with other
economic development entities. This collaboration gives MEDC members access to
industry-leading professional development, public policy, legislation and marketing
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communications programs. Whether working independently or in cooperation with
partners, MEDC, its members and professional staff are effective, efficient and reliable.

“We are grateful that the MEDC Board of Directors recognizes the importance of a
Lebanon and Laclede County presence for its organization,” said Marc Roecker, chairman
of the Lebanon-REDI board of directors. “Congratulations to our Lebanon-REDI
president Brian Thompson on his recent advancement on the MEDC Board.”

Thompson is a 1999 graduate of Dexter High School. He earned his associate of arts
degree in pre-journalism from Three Rivers Community College (Poplar Bluff) in May
2001 and his bachelor of science degree in journalism, emphasis in public relations with a
minor in marketing, from Arkansas State University in Jonesboro, Ark., in 2003.

Thompson is the son of Jimmy and Thelma Thompson of Dexter.

For more information on MEDC, visit www.showme.org. Additional information on
Lebanon-REDI can be found at www.LebanonREDI.com.
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Stoddard County Historical Society to Meet

Stoddard County Historical Society will hold their next meeting Monday, June 25 at 6:30
pm. at the Stars and Stripes Museum.

Margaret Shackleford presents, “The Year Without Summer” an event that changed
history. It became known as 18-hundred-and-froze-to-death.

1816 was a remarkable year?mostly for the fact that there was no summer.

As a result of a volcanic eruption at Mount Tambora in Indonesia, weather patterns were
disrupted worldwide for months, allowing for excessive rain, frost, and snowfall through
much of the Northeastern U.S. and Europe in the summer of 1816. 
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West Wins Diamond Earrings

Dexter, Missouri - The Stoddard County Nutrition Center recently held its annual fine
jewelry fundraiser sponsored by Hubbard's Jewelry of Downtown Dexter.

$1600 in tickets were sold.

The winner, Priscilla West, chose diamond earrings donated by owners of Hubbard's
Jewelry Jamie Cook and Sheila LeGrand.

Pictured are (left) Jamie Cook and Priscilla West.
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Ben Franklin's to Have Final Goodbye on June 20th

Dexter, Missouri - Weber’s Ben Franklin has been in business in downtown Dexter for
109 years.  One of the oldest business in our community.

It began in 1909 as Weber’s Variety Store, and joined the Ben Franklin franchise in
1930. 

The craft store is owned by Joe Weber, and due to his declining health the store will close
by the end of June 2018.   The family has decided to sell the building as well and are
hoping another business will purchase the building.

You can always see one smiling face each day and she will be missed greatly! Donna
West manages the business and has been employed by the store for over thirty years,
since she graduated high school.  She will retire this month as well.

Even though Ben Franklin is now considered a craft store, remnants of the variety store
past still remain. Toys, puzzles, greeting cards, kitchen accessories, gift items, and candy
continue to be part of Weber’s merchandise mix. 

Weber’s Ben Franklin is located at 31 East Stoddard Street in Dexter and is open 8:30 to
5:30 Monday through Saturday until June 23rd.  At this time 75% off sales are continued
and a Final Goodbye is planned on Wednesday, June 20th from 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Cookies and punch will be served.

Please stop in and show how grateful our community is to the Weber family for over 100
years.  They will truly be missed!!
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National Title & Escrow Completes Acquisition of County Wide Abstract & Title Company

Dexter, Missouri -  National Title & Escrow is excited to announce that its presence in
Dexter, Missouri, is now strengthened by the asset acquisition of County Wide Abstract &
Title Company, which has been operating in Stoddard County since 1972.

“We’re thrilled to add County Wide Abstract & Title and its experienced team of
employees to our National Title & Escrow brand,” said Jake Nesselrodt, National Title &
Escrow’s director of operations. “We have always respected County Wide’s work and
know having them on board under the National Title & Escrow name means customers in
Dexter and the rest of Southeast Missouri will be even better served in the future.”

The integration of the two title companies also includes County Wide’s registered county
title plant. This unique index shows all land transactions related to parcels of land in
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Stoddard County dating back to 1835 and will serve as a valuable resource for the
expanded National Title team to better serve its customers. 

National Title’s Dexter office is located at 1526 W Business U.S. 60. The transaction
gives National Title more resources and flexibility to better serve current and future
clients who have real estate needs in the surrounding area as well. The County Wide
Abstract & Title physical location in Dexter is not included in the acquisition.

About National Title & Escrow     

National Title & Escrow, a subsidiary of Gill Group, is a real estate title and closing
company licensed in Missouri and Arkansas that prides itself on superior customer service
and communication and quick and precise title work.   It is headquartered in Dexter,
Missouri, and provides nationwide title insurance coverage with additional offices in New
Madrid, Missouri and Little Rock, Arkansas. For more information, visit National’s new
website at www.national-te.com.

Photo and press released submitted by Logan Northern.
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