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Acts 24:10-16

When facing hard decisions, do you pay attention to your conscience? And is it necessarily wise
to trust this inner voice?

God gave everyone an internal sense of right and wrong. In fact, reflecting His truth inwardly is
one way that He reveals Himself to mankind. The conscience is a divine alarm system that
warns us of oncoming danger or consequences. Its primary purpose is protection and guidance.

The problem, however, is that sin warps perception and can lead us astray. So it’s important to
understand the difference between following your heart and allowing a clear conscience to help
with decisions. To make a determination, ask, What is the greatest influence on my morality? If
the world’s system of what is acceptable has infiltrated your heart, then your conscience cannot
be trusted. But if you have allowed God’s Word to permeate and transform your thinking (Rom.
12:2), that inner voice is likely trustworthy.

The Holy Spirit, along with a divinely informed conscience, guides believers. In order to keep
that internal guidance system healthy, we should continually meditate on Scripture. The Ten
Commandments are a solid basis for morality, and we are wise to internalize them—especially
the two Jesus highlighted: to love God above all else and to love others (Matt. 22:36-40).
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What would you say has the greatest impact on your belief system? Is it the truth of Scripture?
Or do the world’s standards of right and wrong infect your heart? Almighty God knows what is
best for you, His child—and He provided a conscience to guide you toward wise decisions.
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