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Acts 2:37-47

If someone asked what the primary purpose of the church is, how would you answer? There are
many opinions regarding this issue—and since all the activities of the church are vital, it’s a
challenge to be definitive about which one is most important. To help us find an answer, let’s
see what Scripture says about the first church in Jerusalem, which was born on Pentecost.

Today’s passage describes what happened after Peter gave his first sermon: Many of the Jews
believed in Jesus, and the church grew from 120 to around 3,000 people (Acts 1:15; Acts 2:41).
From this, we can conclude that preaching about Jesus is an essential activity of the church. But
is it the most important?

Next, we see that Christians would come together and focus on the apostles’ teaching,
fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, and prayer. In addition, they met in homes to partake of meals
and also shared materially with fellow believers who were in need. These things certainly make
a faith community desirable, but there were still other vital activities taking place in the first
church.

Love and generosity for one another witnessed powerfully to observers, as did faith and praise
of God. Acts 2:47 says the Lord kept adding to the number of believers, so we can say this
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church had a powerful evangelistic ministry. Then, is that supposed to be the primary focus of
the church?

The answer is that all of these things together can be summed up as worship of God and His
Son Jesus Christ. And worship is the primary function of the church—as long as these elements
are done according to God’s Word and with the purpose of glorifying Him.
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