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Watch Out for Motorcycles!
MAY 08TH 2018 BY DEE LOFLIN

Watch Out for Motorcycles!

Warm spring weather has arrived, and motorcyclists are eager to hit the road. As they rev their engines and prepare
for numerous road trips to come, the Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety wants to remind motorists and
motorcyclists alike to watch for motorcycles to help prevent motorcycle crashes, deaths and injuries on Missouri
roadways.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration offers the following tips to drivers on how to prevent a
fatal crash with a motorcycle:

Allow the motorcycle the full width of a lane at all times.
Always signal when changing lanes or merging with traffic.
Check all mirrors and blind spots for motorcycles before changing lanes or merging with traffic, especially at
intersections.
Never drive distracted or impaired.

Motorcyclists must also take precautions to remain safe on the road. Motorcyclists can increase their safety
by following these steps:

Wear a DOT-compliant helmet and other protective gear.
Obey all traffic laws and be properly licensed and trained.
Wear brightly colored clothes and reflective tape to increase visibility.
Ride in the middle of the lane where you will be more visible to drivers.
Never ride distracted or impaired.
Anticipate the moves of other drivers and be extra cautious of road conditions and debris.

Motorcycle experts recommend motorcyclists also complete some type of training before getting out on the road.
There are 25 training locations in Missouri. You can find the one nearest you at www.mmsp.org.

For more information, visit www.saveMOlives.com or find us on social media at Save MO Lives. Arrive Alive.
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Stoddard County Route AC Closed for Pavement Repairs

Route AC in Stoddard County will be closed as Missouri Department of Transportation
crews perform pavement repairs. 
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This section of roadway is located from County Road 223 to Route AA.

Weather permitting, work will take place Wednesday, May 9 from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The work zone will be marked with signs.  Motorists are urged to use extreme caution
while traveling near the area.

For additional information, contact MoDOT’s Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-888-
ASK-MODOT (1-888-275-6636) or visit www.modot.org/southeast.
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Route H in Dunklin and Stoddard Counties Reduced for Pavement Repairs

Route H in Dunklin and Stoddard Counties Reduced for Pavement Repairs
 
Route H in Dunklin and Stoddard County will be reduced to one lane as the Missouri
Department of Transportation crews perform pavement repairs

This section of roadway is located from Route U to Route J.     

Weather permitting, work will take place Monday, May 7 through Thursday, May 10
from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily.
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May 2nd is National Life Insurance Day

Call Russ Lacy at County Wide Insurance for all your Life Insurance needs!  County
Wide Insurance is located at 140 S. Walnut in beautiful downtown Dexter.  (573) 624-
5540

National Life Insurance Day is observed annually on May 2nd.  This day marks the
anniversary of the first day life insurance became available in the United States.

The sale of life insurance in the U.S. began in the late 1760s. The Presbyterian Synods in
Philadelphia and New York City created the Corporation for Relief of Poor and
Distressed Widows and Children of Presbyterian Ministers in 1759.

On May 2, 1759, the charter was recorded for the Corporation for Relief of Poor and
Distressed Widows and Children of Presbyterian Ministers. Episcopalian priests created a
comparable relief fund in 1769. Between 1787 and 1837 more than two dozen life
insurance companies were started, but fewer than half a dozen survived.

Life insurance can do some pretty amazing things for people. It can buy loved ones time
to grieve. It can pay off debts and loans, providing surviving family members with the
chance to move on with a clean slate. It can keep families in their homes and pre-fund a
child’s college education. It can keep a family business in the family. It can provide a
stream of income for a family to live on for a period of time.
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Dexter PD's Youth Alcohol Enforcement Campaign Joins National Crackdown To Reduce Drunk Driving Fatalities

Dexter Police Department’s Youth Alcohol Enforcement Campaign Joins National
Crackdown
To Reduce Drunk Driving Fatalities

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over’ Campaign Will Target Substance–Impaired Drivers.
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Dexter, Missouri - Local and state law enforcement will be out in full force as part of the
annual nationwide May/Youth Alcohol Enforcement Crackdown “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” substance–impaired driving crackdown. The crackdown, which will include
high-visibility enforcement throughout Dexter, will run from May 3-14, 2018. 

The effective nationwide substance–impaired driving crackdown will include high-
visibility enforcement, high-profile events, and will be supported by national paid
advertising, creating a comprehensive campaign to curb substance–impaired driving
during the enforcement period. 

Dexter Police said its officers will be aggressively looking for substance–impaired drivers
during the crackdown and will arrest anyone caught driving impaired.   Although it is
illegal in all 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to drive impaired (having
a blood alcohol concentration of .08 or higher), far too many people across the nation get
behind the wheel after consuming alcohol or other illegal drugs. The latest statistics from
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration underscore the serious nature of the
nation’s continuing drunk driving epidemic.
 
“Every year, about one third of all motor vehicle traffic deaths involve one or more
substance- impaired drivers or motorcycle operators,” said Captain Trevor Pulley. “In
2017, 185 people were killed and 592 seriously injured on Missouri’s roadways in crashes
that involved at least one substance-impaired driver.” That works out to approximately
one substance-impaired driver involved fatality every (2) two days. 

Captain Pulley added the St. Patrick’s Day holiday is particularly dangerous. During
2017, 51 people were killed or seriously injured involving at least one substance-impaired
driver that was under 21 years of age. 

Research has shown that high-visibility enforcement like the 'Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over' campaign reduces substance–impaired driving fatalities by as much as 20 percent.
By joining this nationwide effort, we will make [Local Area]’s roadways safer for
everyone throughout the holiday,” said Captain Pulley. 

“We want to remind everyone that getting behind the wheel impaired is a terrible idea.
Unfortunately, not only does being under the influence impair your ability to operate a
vehicle safely, it also impairs your judgment and good sense about whether you can, or
should drive. If you have any doubt about your sobriety, do not get behind the wheel. If
you do chose to drive impaired, you will be arrested. No warnings. No excuses,” Captain
Pulley said. 



Captain Pulley noted that being arrested for driving under the influence of any substance
brings a wide range of negative consequences into one’s life. Substance–impaired drivers
face jail time, loss of their driver licenses, and steep financial consequences such as
higher insurance rates, attorney fees, court costs, lost time at work, and the potential loss
of their job. When family, friends and co-workers find out, violators also often face
tremendous personal embarrassment. 

“Driving while impaired is simply not worth the risk. So don’t take the chance.
Remember, we will be out in force and we will be watching, so ‘Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over,’” said Captain Pulley. 

For more information, visit the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” Campaign Headquarters
at www.TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov , or www.saveMOlives.com .
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