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1 Peter 1:3-9

Discovering that athief has broken into your home and stolen your valuablesis atraumatic
experience. It leaves you feeling shaken and vulnerable. Not only have you lost precious
heirlooms and the possessions that required hard work and savings, but your sense of safety and
security is also shattered.

Situations like burglary remind us that thisworld is not our home and one day we will leave
everything behind. No one takes a moving van along after death. Therefore, we must make sure
that what we view as treasure is not the things of this world (which will always lead to
disappointment) but Christ, who gives us aliving hope.

Look at all God has done to assure you of this hope:

» According to His great mercy, He caused you to be born again.

» Snce Jesus was raised to life, you too will be resurrected.

* Everything on this earth is destined to perish (2 Peter 3:10-11), but God has reserved an
inheritance for you in heaven—one that isimperishable, undefiled, and will never fade away.
* By God' s power through faith, you are being protected for the culmination of your salvation,
which will be revealed in the last day.
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Nothing can separate us from Christ, since God is the one who holds us. And He fulfillsal His
promises, so we can rejoice in this hope even while facing the trials of earth. So set your heart
on heaven, where Christ is—and store your treasures there. Then your love for Him will grow
because of His goodness toward you. And knowing what awaits you in heaven will increase
your joy.
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