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Blunt Celebrates Easter in Afghanistan with Airmen from Whiteman Air Force Base

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator Roy Blunt (Mo.) released the following statement today
after histrip to Kandahar, Afghanistan, where he spent the Easter weekend with Airmen
from the 442nd Fighter Wing deployed out of Whiteman Air Force Base.

“1 could not be more proud of the Airmen from Whiteman Air Force Base who are putting
their lives on the line and sacrificing time with their families to keep our country safe,”
said Blunt. “ The Airmen who are deployed to Afghanistan with the 442nd are playing a
pivotal rolein the fight against the Taliban. I'm grateful for their service, and for all of

our military men and women who are carrying out dangerous and difficult missions across
the globe.”

The U.S. Air Force deployed the A-10 Thunderbolt jets to Afghanistan in January to
provide close air support and precision strike capacity for avariety of efforts, including
counter-narcotics and counter-terrorism efforts against the Taliban.

Last month, Blunt announced that funding for A-10 wing replacement was included in the
recently-enacted government funding bill for thisyear. Blunt previously traveled to
Estoniain September 2015 when the A-10s were deployed in support of Operation
Atlantic Resolve.
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