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Hebrews 10:19-23

Have you ever considered what a privilegeit isto live in the era after the cross? Today every
believer has instant access to God through His Son Jesus Christ. We don’t need to adhere to any
religious rites before coming to Him in prayer. Wherever we are, we can call on Him for
forgiveness and help.

In the Old Testament, the law prescribed exactly who could approach the Lord and how it was
to be done. The temple area was divided into a courtyard, an inner chamber called the Holy
Place, and the innermost chamber called the Holy of Holies. Any Israelite could come to the
templeto pray to God or to bring an offering, but only the priests could sacrifice animals on the
atar or burn incense in the Holy Place. The Holy of Holies was entered once ayear and only by
the high priest to offer blood for his sins and the sins of the nation.

When Jesus Christ died on Calvary’s cross, the curtain in front of the Holy of Holies was torn
from top to bottom as God opened a new and living way to approach Him: through the blood of
His Son. When we trust in Christ and His sacrifice on our behalf, He cleanses us from all sins
and invites us to draw near to Him.
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The way to the heavenly Father is open, but are you drawing near to Him? Even those of uswho
have trusted the Lord for salvation may not be taking advantage of this invitation to come even
closer. In James 4:8, the author makes a promise every believer should claim: “Draw near to
God and He will draw near to you.”
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