Faith M atters

TOP

Daily Devotional - Monday, March 5, 2018 -
Developing Discernment

Daily Devotional - Monday, March 5, 2018 - Developing Discernment
Hebrews5:12-14

We livein afast-paced culture that demands instant results. For many people, waiting has
become alost art. But God’ s way of maturing us in our faith is different from how the world
works. The character qualities He values take time to devel op.

Discernment is one such trait. Far from being a ready-made skill, it is cultivated by saturating
the heart and mind with Scripture. The transcendent Lord of the universe wants to share His
thinking with us through His Word. What could be more important or valuable in life than
having the capacity to know the mind of God?

Our lives are filled with situations that require discernment. Sometimes we can be so busy
trying to determine God' s will and direction for our next step that we fail to hear His voice. He
is calling us to come and spend some quiet, unhurried time absorbing the truth of His Word and
listening to Him.

After listening to the Lord, we can begin applying what we have learned. Only as we put His
Word into practice in our lives will we have our “ senses trained to discern good and evil” (Heb.
5:14). The Scriptures open our eyesto see all of our experiences from God' s perspective so that
we are able to make wise choices.


/blog.php?CategoryId=uu12'&Id=uhbp&PostId=va0i
/blog.php?CategoryId=uu12'&Id=uhbp&PostId=v9sr
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/developing-discernment#
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/developing-discernment#
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/developing-discernment#

Our challenge for today and every day isto make it a priority to spend time with the Lord in His
Word. We may have to reorganize our schedule or wake up earlier. But it’s well worth the
effort—discernment and wisdom await us if we put into practice the truths we absorb daily.
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Daily Devotional - Friday, March 2, 2018 - A Man Worthy of Our Praise
Matthew 8:23-27
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The men traveling with Jesus on a stormy Galilean night said something that ought to make us
sit up and take notice: “What kind of aman isthis... 7’ If we ask ourselves that same question,
we will start to see the big picture of who Jesus Christ isinstead of concentrating on the facets
of His personality revealed by individual stories.

| magine the wind—which had been funneled through a narrow gorge—jpushing out over the Sea
of Galilee, making the water turbulent. Jesus and His disciples were caught in just such a
dangerous storm while making their way to Gadara. As waves crashed over the deck of the boat,
the experienced seamen onboard were convinced that death was imminent.

But Jesus was sleeping. He was resting quietly during a storm so frightening that the Greek
word used to describe it is seismos—from the same root that gives us the phrase “seismic
activity” for earthquakes. What kind of man is this who can sleep while the boat heaves and
pitches? The answer is that as the One who created the seas, Jesus knows how a storm brews
and what energy causes awave to stay in motion. That’s the kind of man Heis: adivine Being
cloaked in humanity, who rebuked the winds and sea so they became perfectly calm.

Scripture indicates that both the air and the water were instantly stilled. Such is the power of
Jesus, the Creator and Lord over the universe. Taken together, all the Bible stories about Jesus
reveal the “big picture” that He is the only man worthy of glory, honor, and praise (Revelation
5:12).
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Daily Devotional - Thursday, March 1, 2018 - The God to Whom We Pray
Nehemiah 1:1-11

What' s your view of God? Do you see Him as the One who can handle every challenge you
bring before Him? Nehemiah knew the Father in thisway. On hearing of Jerusalem’s
destruction, he mourned, fasted, and prayed for intervention.

For a glimpse into how Nehemiah viewed the Almighty, let’slook at his supplication. Notice
that in verses 5-11 of today’ s passage, Nehemiah addressed God in different ways. For example,
he first used the name Yahweh—aterm that means “lI Am” and indicates One who never
changes. Then he referred to the Lord as Elohim, a name that speaks of sovereignty. In
presenting his request, the prophet chose language that indicated his full confidence in God.

And the Lord answered that prayer in a powerful, dramatic way. As cupbearer in the palace,
Nehemiah tasted food and drink first to protect King Artaxerxes from possible poisoning. For a
servant in this position, to look sad was risky, yet the terrible news disheartened him (Neh. 2:1).

The Lord worked powerfully: When the king asked what was troubling his cupbearer,
Nehemiah expressed concern for the Jewish people. Instead of punishing him, Artaxerxes let
him go to rebuild what had been destroyed and even supplied the materials! God handled what
seemed like an overwhelming, impossible burden for Nehemiah, and He can do the same for us.
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Having the right view of the Lord will allow us to approach Him with absolute confidence. And
we know that He will hear and answer our prayers (Psalm 86:7). Remember, He is absolute in
faithfulness and infinite in power. Our heavenly Father isthe ruler over all.
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Daily Devotional - Wednesday, February 28, 2018 - Wait for God's Peace
Colossians 3:15-17
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Many believers ook for a sense of peace as a sign to help them determine God s will in their
life. However, a peaceful feeling may not be enough evidence to verify that a person’s decisions
line up with the Lord’ s plans. It’ s wise to ask ourselves, Whaose peace are we experiencing?

Sometimes our sense of tranquility can be attributed to our own satisfaction about a choice
we've made.

Today’ s passage talks about letting “the peace of Christ rule in your hearts’ (Col. 3:15). This
kind of settledness originates from Jesus Christ and is the umpire that determines whether your
decisions fit with God’ s will. The word peace indicates harmony and oneness. So to have God’'s
peace about a matter means your decision must be aligned with Hiswill. The only way to
determine thisis by comparing your thoughts and choices with His Word. Are you thinking the
same way He does? Did you make your decision using scriptural principles or your own human
understanding?

One of the reasons we often make choices without the guidance of Scripture is because we want
a quicker method for finding an answer. The Lord doesn't just pour His thoughts into our brain
without our cooperation. He molds us gradually, day by day, as we read His Word and let its
truths sink into our mind.

Building steadily over time isthe only way to internalize afoundation of God'’ s truth. With His
instructions as your basis, you can make decisions with confidence, knowing you are following
Hiswill. Then you'll have a sense of oneness with the Lord, and His peace will guard your way.
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Daily Devotional - Tuesday, February 27, 2018 - Finding Favor with God and Man
Proverbs 3:1-4

One of our basic human needs is acceptance. Without it, we feel alienated or maybe even
regjected. In the Bible, acceptance is often referred to as “favor.” For example, when Joseph was
sold into slavery, Genesis 39:4 says he “found favor” in the sight of his master Potiphar and was
put in charge of the official’ s entire household. Joseph found acceptance and approval because
of hisexemplary behavior.

Whose favor are you longing to receive? Do you desire God' s approval? Today’ s text shows us
how we can find favor with both God and man.

First, we should value the L ord’ steaching. God blessed us by giving us His Word, but not
everyone makesit a priority. We should recognize Scripture as our most valuable earthly
possession becauseit is God' s revelation of Himself and His instructions for us.

Second, we should make obedience to God a matter of the heart.Following His commandsis
about far more than just external rule keeping; it involves not only our actions but our attitudes
and thoughts as well.

Third, we areto let kindness and truth characterize our life. When we are wholeheartedly
living in obedience to God’' s commands, the effect will spill over into our relationships, as
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kindness and truth become the guardians of our words and actions.

Although the Christian faith may evoke a negative response from some, believers shouldn’t be
discouraged. A life that reflects Christ pleases God. And in bringing light to adark world, an
obedient life will also bring the favor of many in its circle of influence.
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