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Proverbs 3:1-4

One of our basic human needs is acceptance. Without it, we feel alienated or maybe even
rejected. In the Bible, acceptance is often referred to as “favor.” For example, when Joseph was
sold into slavery, Genesis 39:4 says he “found favor” in the sight of his master Potiphar and was
put in charge of the official’s entire household. Joseph found acceptance and approval because
of his exemplary behavior.

Whose favor are you longing to receive? Do you desire God’s approval? Today’s text shows us
how we can find favor with both God and man.

First, we should value the Lord’s teaching. God blessed us by giving us His Word, but not
everyone makes it a priority. We should recognize Scripture as our most valuable earthly
possession because it is God’s revelation of Himself and His instructions for us.

Second, we should make obedience to God a matter of the heart.Following His commands is
about far more than just external rule keeping; it involves not only our actions but our attitudes
and thoughts as well. 
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Third, we are to let kindness and truth characterize our life. When we are wholeheartedly
living in obedience to God’s commands, the effect will spill over into our relationships, as
kindness and truth become the guardians of our words and actions.

Although the Christian faith may evoke a negative response from some, believers shouldn’t be
discouraged. A life that reflects Christ pleases God. And in bringing light to a dark world, an
obedient life will also bring the favor of many in its circle of influence.
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