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Genesis 3:1-6

Signs on the highway show us many different sorts of things. Speed limits. Animal crossings.
How to find a rest stop or avoid a construction site. Similarly, all of creation is a sign
communicating God’s message to us. He speaks to us through a full moon, waves crashing
against rocks, or a vividly colored aspen tree. As we look upon the wonders of nature,
something inside us resonates with the glory, power, love, and beauty of the Creator.

The Lord expresses His message in still another way that may initially be hard for us to
comprehend as love: through the fall of man. You might wonder, If God loves us, then why
would He let the first couple sin, spoiling the perfection they enjoyed in the garden and
breaking the fellowship they had with Him?

The connection between God’s love and man’s sin is freedom. In giving Adam and Eve the
option to obey or disobey, God demonstrated that He has not created us as robots, incapable of
making choices. His love does not restrict our freedom to do right or wrong—even if that
involves our saying “no” to the God who created us. However, having the freedom to choose
means we will make mistakes and disobey the God who loves us.
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But the wonderful news is that God expresses His love toward those who have rebelled against
Him, through His gracious offer of salvation and forgiveness. Jesus Christ, who paid our sin
debt on the cross, is the ultimate expression of divine love. Have you responded to His love by
believing in Christ and receiving Him as your personal Savior?
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