Faith M atters

TOP

Daily Devotional, Wednesday, December 13, 2017 -
Skills Needed to Walk by Faith

Daily Devotional, Wednesday, December 13, 2017 - Skills Needed to Walk by Faith
Genesis 12:10-20

Learning to walk by faith requires time. As we have seen, Abraham listened to God and obeyed
Him. Then over the years he learned to master additional skills.

Dependence. The Christian life is one of reliance upon God. From the very start, Abraham
recognized that his own knowledge was limited and the right way was not obvious. But he
understood whom he could trust to meet his needs. God knew the plan perfectly and had all the
necessary resources to accomplish His will through Abraham.

Waiting on God. This can be one of the hardest disciplines to master. Scripture shows that even
Abraham, the great man of faith, had trouble in this area. While our human nature wants action,
the Lord often asks His people to hold back (2 Chronicles 20:17). He wants us to let Him act
first. Our part isto meditate on the Word, listen for God’ s voice, and hold off until He instructs
usto act. The Lord, meanwhile, promises to bless those who wait (Isa. 64:4).

Confession. Abraham was not perfect. When famine threatened, he headed toward Egypt, not
toward God. Then he lied, which made trouble for others. Later, Sarah found it too hard to wait
for the promised child, so she and Abraham took mattersinto their own hands (Gen. 16:1-3).
We also will stumble. But when we return to the Lord in repentance and acknowledge our
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failure, we will receive forgiveness and can resume walking by faith.

God knows we are imperfect people. He will patiently and repeatedly teach us faith-walking
lessons until we learn to trust Him. We just have to maintain responsive hearts and teachable
spirits.
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Genesis 12:1-9

We all know people who live according to their own desires and natural abilities. Sometimes we
do it too. But as children of God, believers are called to walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). That
means we are to live based on a confident assurance that the Lord is true to His character and
keeps every promise.

In the school of faith-walking, the first skill to master islistening. Because God' sWord is
essential to our hearing from Him, we must cultivate the habit of biblical meditation. Through
it, we will hear God’s Spirit speak to ours, illuminating the meaning of Scripture and showing
us how to apply its truths to our circumstances. But recognizing the inner voice of the Holy
Spirit does not come automatically; it takes practice.

A second skill to acquire is obedience—carrying out what the Lord commands and then doing it
Hisway, in Histime. Abraham left his homeland just as God commanded, but he “adjusted” the
divine plan by bringing Lot along (Gen. 12:4). The life of faith is one of submission to God’s
requests, methods, and time frames. As our listening skillsimprove, our faith in the Father will
deepen, our commitment to Him will grow, and compl ete obedience will become easier.

Faith-walking also involves remembering what happened when we obeyed God in the past—He
communicates with us not only for today but also to teach us for the future. Can you recall what
He said to you last week? Have you put it into practice? Commit to being a better listener and a
more obedient follower in the coming year.
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1 Timothy 6:17-19

Money plays ahugerolein our existence. In fact, it’simpossible to live without it. How would
we purchase food, shelter, and clothing? But it’s more than just a means for acquiring
necessities. The quest for wealth has dominated mankind’ s history. Wars have been fought over
it, lives have been ruined by it, and people have died for lack of it. To gain a proper attitude
about money, Christians must understand the Lord’ s perspective.

God isthe sour ce. Since everything originates from the Creator, it all belongsto Him (Psalm
24:1). This means we are merely stewards of the wealth He' s entrusted to us. Even if we work
for it, the Lord is the one who has given us the opportunity and capabilitiesto earn it.

God uses money for His purposes. We can’t separate our finances from our Christianity. The
Lord doesn’t provide money for just our physical needs; He usesit to transform us spiritualy.
In times of need, He trains us to rely upon Him and proves Himself faithful by providing for us.
Wealth isaso atool He uses to teach us self-discipline. Instead of indulging our desires, we
must learn to seek Hiswill and be content with what we have. In addition, God uses money to
train usto be generous.

Take adollar bill from your wallet and look at it. That piece of paper is apowerful instrument in
the Lord’ s hand when you give Him authority over it and submit to His spiritual transformation


javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/gods-viewpoint-about-money#
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/gods-viewpoint-about-money#
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/gods-viewpoint-about-money#

program. Anytime you open your wallet and see a dollar, be reminded that what you do with it
will reveal your character.
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Have you ever faced a challenge that left you feeling inadequate and afraid? The great men and
women in the Bible weren’t superhuman, so they undoubtedly experienced the same
weaknesses we do. Though Joshua was a strong military leader, he probably felt inadequate to
fill Moses' shoes. After all, Moses had talked with God face to face, performed amazing
miracles, and led the I sraglites out of Egyptian bondage. How could Joshua ever expect to live
up to that?

But remember, Moses didn’t start out as a mighty man of faith. When God first called him to
deliver the children of Israel, he focused on his own inadequacy and begged the Lord to send
someone else (Ex. 4:10-13). | think Moses knew exactly how Joshuafelt. That’s why he
exhorted his successor to be strong and courageous.

However, the strength Joshua needed was not going to come from positive thinking or puffed-
up self-confidence. What he needed was assurance that the Lord would go ahead of him every
step of the way and give the nation the land as promised.

Confidence for God-given challenges never comes from within ourselves. But when we believe
the Lord and rely on His Word instead of our feelings, He'll give us the ability and courage that
we need to accomplish His will.

If your life were always easy, you' d never need strength and courage—and you would miss
great opportunities to get to know the Lord intimately. Only as we face one faith-stretching
challenge after another and experience God’ s faithfulness will we learn to depend on Him
instead of ourselves.
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John 13:3-15

Israel can be a dusty place, and sandaled feet get filthy walking to and fro. In ancient times, a
person entering a home removed his sandals and cleaned hisfeet. Or if the homeowners were
wealthy, servants would do the washing. This distasteful but necessary task fell to the worker of
lowest position in the household. Imagine the disciples’ surprise when the Son of God put
Himself in therole of alowly servant and knelt to wash their feet. The need for such a service
was great, but not one of them offered to do it. Jesus was the last person they expected to take
on such a demeaning task.

Jesus did more than fill a need—He offered an object lesson. As He explained, “| have given
you an example to follow. Do as | have done to you” (John 13:15 NLT). Some churches have
incorrectly interpreted this as a command to make foot washing an ordinance. But it’s possible
to clean someone else’ s skin without contemplating the significance of Christ’s actions.

In fact, the act itself is not the main point; attitude is what counts. Jesus desires that we be
willing to humble ourselves to serve others. He islooking for men and women who will ignore
pride, position, and power in order to do whatever must be done, wherever it needs doing, and
for whoever requires assistance.
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Jesus performed His greatest and most humble acts of service within 24 hours of each other. He
washed dirty feet, using two hands that would be pierced by nails the following day. The
message here is that every task God gives us isimportant to His kingdom.
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