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Daily Devotional, Wednesday, November 1, 2017 - The Passion to Obey

John 14:15

For a sermon I wrote several years ago, I jotted down a list and titled it “The Evolution of a
Passion to Obey God.” A passion to obey the Lord doesn’t typically just spring up, full-blown,
when we get saved. We do enter our new life in Christ with a desire to please Him, but a
determined pursuit of His will develops more slowly and over time.

In fact, when we first believe, we’re typically motivated by fear concerning the consequences of
disobedience. This barely qualifies as reverence for God, because it’s more about us than Him.
But as we progress in our faith and form a commitment to obey the Lord, we develop a deep
love for and devotion to Christ. Wouldn’t you rather follow Him out of love than out of fear?

Progressing from one motivation to the other begins with what you might expect: a growing
knowledge of the Lord. As we dig into God’s Word, we learn who He is—His heart, His
character, His will. We begin to see how He has provided in the past and trust that He’ll provide
in the future. People like Mary, David, and Paul weren’t satisfied with what the world had to
offer, and we won’t be either once we witness God’s hand at work. We’ll recognize the wisdom
of obeying our heavenly Father—not just because of the promised blessings, but because He
knows what’s best and loves us.
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Where are you on the spectrum between fear and devotion? It is my hope that you’ve committed
to obeying God and that you’re reading His Word daily to learn how to stay faithful to those
intentions. God wants your best—your passionate pursuit of His will—and is giving His best to
you
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