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MSTA Awards $300 to R-1 Faculty

Poplar Bluff, Missouri - Three Poplar Bluff R-I educators were awarded Missouri State
Teachers Association mini-grants for additional classroom resources on Thursday, Oct. 5.

Eugene Field first grade teacher Kristen Spain will receive a subscription to the Science
Spin edition of Scholastic Magazine for its curriculum-based activities. Lake Road
librarian Shiela Boyles chose a set of books on the concept of ‘growth mindset’ so
elementary teachers can have conversations with students about finding learning
opportunities even in failure. Junior High communication arts teacher Julie Gambill will
purchase computer microphone equipment so students can work on their verbal skills by
producing podcasts online.

A total of 123 entries were submitted from the organization’s Southeast Region,
according to Poplar Bluff MSTA president Karmen Carson, a Middle School math and
science instructor. The winning proposals were reviewed anonymously by a retired
teachers group. The educators were granted $100 apiece toward their projects.

Pictured: Kristen Spain and her first graders celebrate the grant news.

Photo and article submitted by Tim Krakowiak, Communications/Marketing Director,
Poplar Bluff R-I School District
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