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Daniel 1:1-21

Daniel and his friends faced the same dilemma that we do today—how to live a holy life. At
times, our society seems to accept Christian values and standards, but that’s not always the case.
Our challenge is to live under God’s authority while remaining in submission to the law of the
land. But what if we are forced to choose between the two? Our first inclination should be to
seek the Lord’s guidance before marching forward.

Had Daniel bluntly declared, “I won’t eat this food!” he wouldn’t have lasted long, and we
wouldn’t have the book of Daniel in the Bible. But the Lord gave him the wisdom to humbly
seek permission from the person who was in a position of authority over him. God honored the
young man’s commitment and provided a way for him to live righteously in a pagan world.

We tend to hold up Daniel and his three friends as extraordinary people who lived amazing
lives. But they were regular people, just like us. Have you ever wondered what the Lord could
do in the life of an ordinary person like you or me? The determining factor is not the
individual’s greatness, but rather his or her commitment to a heavenly Father who can do
remarkable things in a life fully devoted to Him. That’s the kind of person God is looking for.
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Although we don’t know all that God could do in and through us if we radically committed
ourselves to Him, the thought of missing out on His plans should be enough to motivate us to
obey. On arriving in heaven, we don’t want to discover blessings were forfeited because we
weren’t fully devoted to Him.
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