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Daily Devotional, Tuesday, August 29, 2017 - Evidence of a Growing Believer

James 4:8

I have a friend who was, at one point, a self-confessed shopping addict. Recently, his family
realized that this activity had stopped, though he hadn’t intentionally curtailed it. Why did his
longing to acquire more goods dissolve?

The reason was that my friend had become more satisfied with the Lord. He no longer needed
fulfillment from what the world had to offer. What a terrific illustration of growth in Christ.

In addition to finding fulfillment in God, there are many other growth indicators that are
noticeable to the believer. For instance, offering forgiveness becomes easier over time. Consider
our Savior, who asked God to forgive even those who crucified Him on the cross (Luke 23:34).

Also, as we mature, our faith will increase. God loves us, and He gracefully and gently builds
our confidence in Him. Then, as our trust grows, we realize how faithful He truly is—which
makes our assurance even greater.

Finally, as our relationship with the Lord deepens, we will increasingly desire to obey Him. We
will be able to confidently proclaim, “O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day” (
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Psalm 119:97). The desire is born not out of fear but out of love for our heavenly Father.
Similarly, when we do sin, our heart will become saddened and repentant.

Are you satisfied spiritually? Or do you have a growing, insatiable hunger for more of Jesus?
Friend, if you think that you’ve come far enough in your journey with Christ, you have made a
terrible mistake. You are missing great fulfillment and excitement that come from getting close
to Him.
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