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Luke 10:38-42

Martha welcomed Jesus into her home. Her act of service may seem small compared to works
like the apostle Paul’ s missionary trips and letters. But she and her family provided a place of
rest and refreshment for the Savior, which must have been a welcome pause in Hislife. It’ strue
that Jesus once corrected Martha for placing too much emphasis on the details of hospitality (
Luke 10:41); nevertheless, when He visited her home, He no doubt anticipated food and
fellowship with people He loved.

God' s plan for every believer is made up of alifetime of small opportunities. No matter what
our career or calling may be, we should each seek ways to serve the Lord daily. We do this by
ministering—wherever we are—to family members, friends, neighbors, and coworkers.

Since the Lord gives His children gifts and talents suitable for fulfilling His purpose, we know
that He wants to use us. The question we should be asking is, “Can God use me?’ That is, have
we made ourselves available to follow Him in any circumstance? The areas of service set aside
specifically for us are waiting. No one knows ahead of time exactly what God will require, but
we can be sure He will equip us with the right tools for the task.
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Areyou ready to say, “Yes, God can use me’? If so, then tell the Lord you are available to work
for Him in any way He desires. He will respond by placing people and opportunitiesin your
path. Through His strength, you will do more to further the kingdom than you ever
imagined—one day and one small act of service at atime.
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2 Timothy 1:1-6
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Do you attend church? If so, God has placed a person in your life whose job it is to train you in righteousness and speak the truth,
even when you don’t want to hear it. You are blessed to have a pastor who loves you and cares about your spiritual well-being. He
needs to know you care about him too.

Many churchgoers neglect to encourage the pastor, but being aware of his needs is an important part of belonging to the body of
Christ. In his second letter to Timothy, Paul models the way we're to encourage those who minister.

1. Tell your pastor you appreciate him. There’s nothing more uplifting to a person’s heart than to know someone else cares.
Words are certainly valuable, but actions can speak even more loudly. So intentionally seek ways to demonstrate your love for
your minister.

2. Express confidence in the pastor. Let him know you recognize the sincerity of his faith and appreciate his commitment to
speak scriptural truths into your life.

3. Affirm the call of God on his life. Work with your pastor; respond to him in a way that shows you understand he’s been called
to minister and therefore has God’s hand upon him. And when you experience the Lord working through him, let him know.

Above all, pray for your pastor. Don’'t assume that others in the church are praying or that a spiritual leader doesn’t need
intercession. The opposite is true. The devil would like to thwart effective ministering, but you can help to defend your shepherd as
he tends the flock.
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Daily Devotional, Sunday, July 23, 2017 - The Blessings of Wisdom
Proverbs 3:1-4

The world claims there are many paths to a successful, rewarding life: education, wealth, public
recognition, or even service. But in the end, true fulfillment comes from the Lord and following
His wisdom.

Proverbs says that when we choose to align our heart with God’ s truth, we will *“find favor and
good repute in the sight of God and man” (3:4). Not only will we have protection, clear
guidance, and intimacy with the Father, but we'll also receive divine power to walk
circumspectly before Him.

Wisdom—understanding God’ s perspective on situations and responding accordingly—brings
us the strength to stand firm in our faith and choose His way. It also helps us to calmly accept
the hardshipsin our life. Our sovereign God knows the extent of our difficulties. Out of His
love for us, He never gives us more than we can handle and uses even our darkest hours for His
good purposes. Wise people are convinced thisistrue; they enjoy supernatural peace and will
livein the Lord sfavor (Prov. 8:34-35; Phil. 4:7).

God wants to prosper His peoplein spiritual aswell as material ways. For that reason, Hisfirst
priority isto increase our understanding of Him. Then as we align our heart with His wisdom
and will, we can apply His principles not just to our finances but to every facet of life.

The Lord stands ready to pour out His choicest blessings—power, divine favor, spiritual
prosperity, and supernatural peace—on those who draw near to Him and submit to His plan.
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Daily Devotional, Saturday, July 22, 2017 - The Benefits of Wisdom

Proverbs 3:13-18

Human wisdom is meaninglessin the Lord’ s eyes. Thetruthis, God's “foolishness’ iswiser than man’s understanding.
(See 1 Cor. 1:25.) While it may feel risky to set aside our own reasoning to seek after the Lord’s, the benefits of walking in
His wisdom are great.

Thefirst blessing is greater knowledge of God. The Lord is personaly involved in every facet of our lives. The better we
know His character, the more we will understand His viewpoint, recognize where He is working, and be able to respond
properly to life’s circumstances.
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A second way we profit isby receiving clear guidance. God sees everything—His perspective is eternal, and every
decision of Hisisright. He knows exactly what is heeded to accomplish Hiswill in our life and what it will take to resolve
problems in agodly way, making us more like Christ.

A third benefit isdivine protection. As Proverbs 28:26 tells us, “He who trustsin his own heart isafool, but he who
walks wisely will be delivered.” We are not to rely upon our emotions, which are easily influenced by ungodliness. Nor can
we trust the world' s opinions. Wisdom'’s protection comes when we have a discerning spirit—one that is sensitive to the
Lord’s purpose and will for our life. With it, we gain insight into the unseen and the unspoken because nothing is hidden
from the Spirit of God.

Knowing God, clear guidance, divine protection—human wisdom can’t provide any of these. They come only from the
heavenly Father, and He offers them freely to all who believe.
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Daily Devotional, Friday, July 21, 2017 - Courage in the Lonely Hour

Deuteronomy 31:6-8

Lonelinessis a powerful emotion. It can lead to despair, or it can draw us closer to the Lord. It
is also a condition for which we were never designed. From the very beginning, God said that it
was not good for man to be alone (Gen. 2:18). So, He created Eve. Then came sin, the separator.

Ever since, we have been trying to regain the intimate fellowship that was lost in the Garden of
Eden. Most of us start thisjourney to recovery by seeking healthy connections with other
people. Friends and family can help enormously, but their presence is no substitute for
fellowship with the heavenly Father. In fact, our best friends can sometimes impede our efforts
by appearing to offer what God alone can give. Falling for such pretense is idolatry—allowing
something to take God' s place.

That iswhy you see godly individual s throughout the Bible put to the loneliness test. We find
examplesin the story of Jacob wrestling alone with an angel (Gen. 32:24-32), Elijah standing
alone on Mt. Sinai (1 Kings 19:1-21), and even Jesus praying alone in the garden because His
friends had fallen asleep (Matt. 26:36-46). In all three cases, the picture is essentially the same.

Such heartrending experiences in our life are designed for one purpose: They bring usto the
point where we can discover for ourselves that God isreal. The learning process may take a
while, but it is much more likely that we will rely on God if there is no one else to hang on to.
When we experience utter loneliness, we can cling to the promise, “1 will never desert you, nor
will | ever forsake you” (Heb. 13:5)
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