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1 Thessalonians 5:24

Have you ever felt discouraged about trying to live the Christian life? If your effortsto
make a difference in the world seem fruitless, following the Lord’ s example could change
your outlook.

Christ served othersin love, and His actions had tremendous impact in the world. How
was He so effective? Scripture tells us that Jesus did not speak or act on His own initiative
but instead depended upon His Father abiding in Him to do the work (John 14:10). And
we are to do likewise.

Y et we often attempt to serve out of our own skills, intelligence, and ability to reason.
Even though we may pour great effort and long hours into ministry, these alone won't
produce fruitfulness. It’s far more important to minister as the Lord intended.

True service is commissioned, empowered, and blessed by God alone. It may be our
hands that are laboring, but our Father isthe One at work. And the glory belongsto Him,
not us.

What comfort this should give us! The Lord is not looking just for people who are
extremely talented. He will use all who are willing to let His Spirit work through them.
And we can be confident that He will provide everything we need in order to do whatever
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He asks.

Who among us can serve the living God? Truthfully, no one can. Genuine service occurs
only when we allow the Almighty to pour Himself through us; we are mere vessels. Even
if the impact is not obvious to us, we know that God always achieves His purpose—and
what’s more, He is glorified.

Biblein OneYear: Psam 55-59
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Ephesians 6:5-8

Christians sometimes make the mistake of mentally separating their work life from their
spiritual life. This mindset says, “ Sunday isthe Lord’ s day, but the rest of the week
belongsto me.” That isan unbiblical way to live. God' s Holy Spirit should be involved in
everything we do, and we ought to recognize Him as our guide, comforter, and intercessor
no matter where we are. Why would we want to exclude Him from something that takes
up alarge part of our week?

The apostle Paul clearly teaches that work isto be done asfor the Lord (Col. 3:23). Other
people may do ajob better because of greater skill or experience, but believers should be
known for doing quality work in atimely, wise, and respectful manner. And we can trust
the Holy Spirit to equip usto do just that.

Serving the Lord on the job means that our workplace is also our ministry site. A job
provides money to support the family, but when done faithfully, it becomes far more than
simply a means to make aliving. One’swork also devel ops character, builds a sense of
self-worth, and develops skills. Moreover, while we are around coworkers for a number of
hours each day, we have opportunity to build relationships, bear testimony, and glorify
our heavenly Father.

Work shouldn’t be seen as drudgery; it is an opportunity to show love for the Lord. The
reward for those who serve God and love others on the job is greater than a paycheck.
They are blessed with a ministry—a harvest field for the kingdom, right inside the
factory, office building, or construction site.
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In situations when God is testing us, He will teach us new and deeper truths about
Himself, His purposes, and His promises. Though we feel stretched in painful seasons,
such difficulties are aways designed to be beneficial.

From a human perspective, times of testing can be baffling because we don’t understand
how anything good could result. Consider God’' s command that Abraham sacrifice his
long-awaited son Isaac. Abraham'’s earthly viewpoint could have regarded this order as:

Unreasonable. “| cherish my son above al else. How could Y ou ask this?’

Untimely. “Why now, Lord? My son is till young. He is the one through whom my
descendants are to come.”

Unfair. “It’s not right that Y ou ask this. Haven't | left home to follow Y ou?’
Unbearable. “Thisistoo hard for me. | cannot take this pain.”

Abraham rejected that kind of thinking. Instead, he trusted God. Thetrial revealed
Abraham'’ s unshakable commitment to the Lord’ s plan.

Knowing which circumstances will help us grow, our Father asks us to exercise faith and
choose His way. Recalling His unending love and wholehearted commitment to His
children will help us do this. Be assured that God makes no mistakes in His dealings with
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us.

Imagine Abraham’ s joy when the Lord provided aram as asacrificein Isaac’s place. We
will receive the same reward of spiritual joy when we remain steadfast. Won't you
respond to times of testing as Abraham did—~by trusting and obeying God?
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Romans 5:6-8
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New believers may find it difficult to accept that God loves us just as we are. Much of the
world operates by conditional love, which offers approval and acceptance on the basis of
performance. So when we first come to Christ, there is often a natural tendency to assume
we must strive to “earn” blessings—such as monetary wealth, loving families, and solid
careers.

Divine love, however, can never be earned by human effort. There' s absolutely nothing
we can do to make our Father love us more. Nor can we influence Him to ever stop loving
us. (See Rom. 8:38-39.) Many believers understand this intellectually, but they may have
trouble believing it deep down in their heart.

No matter what has occurred in your past or what you feel right now, God’s love has
always been freely given to you. Our heavenly Father pours His love upon us without
exception—no ifs, ands, or buts. It’s not asif He postponed loving you until the moment
you invited Him into your life. Nor did He begin loving you when you first started going
to church or when you rose from the baptismal waters. In truth, the Lord never began to
love you at al; He simply always has. From the creation of the world, God knew you and
loved you (1 John 4:19; Psalm 139:13-16).

Areyou rgoicing in the Father’ slove? Do you exude peace, or are you focused on what-
ifs? Isyour life characterized by power and purpose or by fear? Recognizing the amazing
truth of God'’ s unconditional love islife-changing. Prayerfully open your armsto Hislove
today.
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Have you ever wondered why some new Christians seem to soar in their new-found
relationship with the Lord while others nosedive within afew weeks? Let’ s consider what
makes the difference.

Those of us who have been Christians for along time might forget that salvation involves
achange not only in lifestyle but also in thinking and understanding. Shortly after
encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul pulled away to Arabiafor atime.
Before the apostle could start his ministry, his mind had to be reprogrammed, so he
needed to learn from the Lord (Rom. 12:2). Similarly, new believers coming into faith
with old misconceptions need to understand what salvation really means.

Let’slook at some terms that help explain what is meant by “being saved”:

Born again (John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17). New birth means new life. It implies starting
over; the old lifeisn’t ssimply renovated but is actually replaced by a new one.

Converted (1 Thess. 1:9). Converting something means changing it, like money that’s
exchanged from one currency to another, or energy that’s changed from one form to
another. The Christian life must involve change.

Recelving Christ (John 1:12). We often think of salvation as something God gives us, but
it ismore than that. When someone trusts in Christ, that person welcomes the Lord to live


javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#
https://intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/understanding-the-christian-life#

within his or her heart.

Think about how you thought and lived before you knew the Savior, as compared with
now. In what ways do you see genuine change? Ask God to reveal areas in which the life
of Christ needs to become more evident.
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