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Tila Hubrecht Resigns as MO State Representative

Dexter, Missouri - MO State Representative Tila Rowland-Hubrecht is resigning from the
legislature, effective June 2.  Her resignation was planned prior to the special session
being called this week. 

The following letter was sent via email to her supporters.

Dear Friend,

I want to write you to share with you a decision I have made and to thank you for all your
support and encouragement you have given me the past three years.  This week I am
resigning as State Representative for the 151st District.  My resignation will be effective
June 2nd, that should give enough time for the work at the Special Session to be complete
but yet enough time that the Governor can call a Special Election for the district.  Please
know that until that time, June 2nd, I will continue to work hard for the people of this
district!

It has been a privilege to serve the people of the 151st District and the great state of
Missouri.  Working in our State's Capitol has been a true privilege and honor, it has
forever changed the way I will look at issues and how I see government.  I heard someone
say once that everyone should run for office and should serve in some capacity, I agree, I
have learned more than I ever knew I needed to learn.    I have been blessed to meet many
people and make many friends and I hope we will all stay in contact!
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I am returning to my nursing field and have submitted my resume with a nurse placement
company so I am not able to tell you yet where I will be working.  I will remain very
active in the healthcare field and will remain very vocal about healthcare reforms.

Again, I cannot thank you enough for all the kindness, support and encouragement you
have shown me.  I will be putting out an official press release about my resignation later
today but wanted to let you know before I did this as you have been such a great support
to me!

Sincerely,

Tila
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Governor Greitens to be in Dexter on Saturday

Dexter, Missouri - Governor Eric Greitens to be in Dexter on Saturday, May 20, 2017 at
2:30 p.m. at the Fire Dept located at 301 Cooper St.  He will also be in New Madrid,
Poplar Bluff, and Sikeston on Saturday.

Governor Eric Greitens will gather hundreds of supporters of the Steel Mill Bill in
Southeast Missouri to urge the legislature to take quick action. Governor Greitens has
called a special session, starting on Monday, to fight for a steel mill and hundreds of jobs
for the region.

Governor Greitens released the following statement, “The people want action, and they
want results. We’re headed to southeast Missouri to fight for these jobs with the people.
Together, we’re sending a message to the politicians in Jefferson City: No more excuses.
We demand results. We’re encouraging everyone to come out and join us so that we can
win these jobs.”

"I'm calling the legislature back to Jeff City to pass the steel mill bill to help create
hundreds of jobs in Southeast Missouri. Tomorrow, I will be traveling across the region to
rally support for our effort."

Times and Locations of Governor Greitens' Stops:

New Madrid - 10am
Noranda Plant
391 St Jude Industrial Park Hwy
New Madrid, MO

Poplar Bluff - 12:30pm
Black River Coliseum
301 S 5th St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

Dexter - 2:30pm
Dexter Fire Department
301 Cooper St.
Dexter, MO  



Sikeston - 4:30pm
Three Rivers Community College
1400 S. Main St.
Sikeston, MO
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Blunt Restores Year-Round Pell Grants in Govt. Funding Bill
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Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Roy Blunt (Mo.), chairman of the Senate appropriations
subcommittee that funds the Department of Education, today announced that the omnibus
appropriations bill restores eligibility for year-round Pell Grants. This measure would
provide an estimated 20,000 students at Missouri colleges and universities who take
classes year-round an additional $1,650 per year, on average, to help pay for college.

“Restoring year-round Pell Grants is a bipartisan, common-sense approach to making
college more affordable for hardworking students in Missouri and across the nation,”
Blunt said. “By allowing full and part-time students to receive an additional Pell Grant
during the year, often for a summer session, we’re helping them stay on track for
graduation, enter or re-enter the workforce sooner, and graduate with less debt.”

Currently, many full-time students and some part-time students exhaust their full benefit
after two semesters. Restoring year-round Pell will help an estimated one million students
stay enrolled in classes throughout the year, which will lower their tuition costs and
accelerate completion of their degree program.

Blunt, a former history teacher and president of Southwest Baptist University, has led
efforts in Congress to restore year-round Pell Grants. As chairman of the Labor/HHS
subcommittee, Blunt first secured this year-round Pell provision in the bipartisan,
committee-passed FY 2017 appropriations bill, paving the way for its inclusion in the
omnibus bill.

Blunt also visited colleges and universities across Missouri where he met with educators,
students, and faculty as a part of his Pell Grant Tour.

Blunt continued, “I’ve been incredibly encouraged by the support we’ve received in our
effort to help more people get the education they need to get ahead. I encourage all of my
colleagues to support this measure when it comes before the Senate.”

The omnibus appropriations bill, which funds the government for the remainder of the
fiscal year, was introduced today and is expected to be considered by the Senate later this
week.
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Congressman Jason Smith's Capitol Report - Friday, April 28, 2017

Congressman Smith Capitol Report
Fighting for What’s Yours
April 28, 2017
 
Our tax code is a mess, and that’s putting it lightly. Multiple brackets. High rates. Special
interest breaks everywhere. Rules and regulations that are too complicated to understand.
It costs more and more each year just to do your taxes, let alone pay them.
 
All of this drags people down and leaves them buried in paperwork and compliance
problems. Instead of bringing jobs to America, our tax code is pushing jobs overseas.
Even worse, the agency charged with overseeing all of this—the IRS—has repeatedly
violated the trust of the American taxpayer.
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This week, President Trump laid out his plan to seriously overhaul our tax code and make
the IRS as we know it today cease to exist. Like me, he knows that it is time to get
Washington out of people’s paychecks and savings and fix our broken tax code.
 
First, we must create a tax system that brings jobs to America. Hard-working Americans
deserve a tax system that creates jobs here at home, not drives them overseas.
 
Second, we are going to make taxes simple! Since 2001, the U.S. tax code has been
changed nearly 6,000 times. That’s more than once a day. Right now, it costs Americans
over four hundred and nine BILLION dollars to comply with our tax laws. It is ridiculous
to have a tax code so complicated that people must PAY to find out how much they owe
the federal government.
 
We are going to cut out loopholes that increase confusion and keep rates artificially high.
This will make the tax code dramatically simpler and fairer while also taking less money
from families and job creators. On top of this, we will make it easier and more rewarding
for families to save, invest, and plan for the future. Bottom line, the government should be
taking the least amount of money from people as possible.

Third, we are going to bust up the IRS. The IRS is an overgrown bureaucratic mess. I sent
President Trump a letter asking him to fire the untrustworthy IRS Commissioner, John
Koskinen. Koskinen refuses to be held accountable. He has lied to Congress, destroyed
evidence we requested and worst of all, has completely ignored customer service. Less
than half of all taxpayers who call the IRS for help are able to reach a live person and the
wait time if you can reach someone is over 30 minutes. It’s unacceptable. We must give
the IRS a single mission – taxpayer service. People who are employed by the IRS need to
understand who they work for and that is you, the hard-working taxpayer.
 
I know taxes have been a major burden in your life, and we must change that. Missourians
work too hard every day for taxes to keep them from getting ahead and providing for their
families. I am fighting for a simpler, fairer and flatter tax code that will bring jobs back to
America and keep more money in your pocket!
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Representative Tila Hubrecht's Capitol Report - Friday, April 21, 2017

State Rep. Tila Hubrecht Supports Charter School Compromise, Includes Full
Funding for Missouri’s Public Schools
 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri’s public schools will receive full funding for the
first time under a charter school bill supported by state Rep. Tila Hubrecht. Hubrecht had
been opposed to charter school expansion but said a compromise put forward by House
Speaker Todd Richardson included the funding and accountability measures that made the
bill more palatable.
 
“I am a strong defender of our public school system and believe we have amazing schools
providing a world class education to our young people. I don’t want to do anything to
jeopardize that, and I firmly believe the bill the House passed has protections in place to
ensure our public schools will be able to continue to succeed,” said Hubrecht, R-Dexter.
“As part of the compromise on the bill, public schools will now receive record funding
levels as our foundation formula will be fully funded for the first time. This is great news
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for our young people and for our educators who will have access to the resources they
need to provide a quality education.”
 
The language included in the charter school bill (HB 634) would limit charter school
expansion only to areas where schools are failing. The bill is meant to provide additional
options to students who would otherwise have nowhere else to turn to receive a quality
education.
 
“Some have accused me of being dishonest on this issue because I supported the bill after
being opposed to charter school expansion in the past. The truth is that Speaker
Richardson listened to my concerns and worked with me and other members of our
caucus make this bill one we all could live with,” said Hubrecht. “This bill isn’t perfect
but it does strengthen our support for public schools, while also allowing for the doors of
opportunity to be opened for young people who would otherwise be left behind.”
 
Hubrecht noted that the legislation would increase the accountability and academic
requirements for not only new charter schools, but existing ones as well. The bill would
limit charter school expansion to districts that have a school building with an Annual
Performance Report (APR) score of 60 or lower in two of the last three years. If a charter
underperforms in comparison to similar schools in their district for two of the past three
years, they will be limited to a three-year charter renewal. The bill provides that charter
schools will have a three year probationary period, and if a charter performs poorly during
two of the three years, that charter school will be ineligible for renewal and will be forced
to close.   
 
The bill would also limit the public dollars sent to charter schools to more than 90 percent
of the sending district’s tuition. Additionally, the bill is contingent on the school
foundation formula being fully funded.  If the K-12 formula is not fully funded, then no
charter school changes go into effect.
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